— OO O———_ 


OO —_—  — 


| 7” SE 


| DOCTRINE 


| O F 
SCHISM 
Fully Opened and Appiied 
T © 
Gatti ercd Churches, 


OCCASIONED 


By a Book entituled, Sacrilegions Diſe 
ſertion of the Holy Miniſtery rebuk* 
ed: and Tolerated Preaching of tht 
Goſpel Vindicate1. 


—— 


'By the Author of Toleration not to be 
Abuſcd by the Presbyterians. 


IW hen crce Partics are engaged by their Opimt- 
ons in Anti-Churches and fierce diſputing : 
The Fl:ſo and $ tan will be working in them 
azain't all that is Holy, Sweet, and Safe, 
Bixters D-t. p. 5-7. 
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00D READER, thou art 

made the Jud 4 betwixt us : 

examine our arguments, and 
obſerve the manner, how we handle 
theme 5 and one another impartially ; 
and then, if thaw haſt vo favour , 
Jet judge righteoully , aud IT ſub- 
wit. | 

or, if thou haſt any favour, I en- * 

treat thee to beſiow it in rea: ing 
thoſe few tirlt Chapters, that are ſpent 
in Altcrcation. There thou wilt come 
ro Argument, and be there as leverg® | 
#s thou wilt. | 
| 42. 


1QCT, 


1 confeſſe, I have taken the libera 
ty Jometimes to uſe a little pleaſant- 
nelie, Yather than be Angry with a 
Severe Adwverſary ; that perhaps may 
incur thy Cenſure : Tet conſt 'er my 
provocations thereunto, and thou wilt 
either pardon me, or condemn me 
with pity . 

To trouble the READER with 
Perſonal Altercations , or to uſe 4s 
ny thing like Drollery , iz a ſcrious 
Argument , I like not very well, my 
Self : And though I know not why 
»y own heart ſhould condemn me for 
erther ; yet, I fear him, that is grea- 
rer than my heart, and knows all 
things 3 and judge it ſafeſt to ſay, 
that, as T never wrote in this man- 
ner before , ſo, T hope, T ſhall not be 
provoked to do ſo again. 

May my Adverle Brother have the 
ſame mind - Tea, 7 hope he is ſo good 
4 man, that by his own better prin- 
ciples ({ if wot by wy Arguments) as 
alſo by experience ( the groſſereſs of 
his Brethrens Sepexations, being far, 
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0 the Reader. 
beyond what he ſt-med to ſulpet? ba 
hath already ſuffered himſelf to be 
ſatisfied ;- of the evil and danger of 
our gathered Churches, both by Reas 
ſon and Sence. 
The GOD of Pearce and Truth be 
with thee, and with his poor Church, 


Farcwel, 
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bomet 4 Sermons , and, 
ether Diſcourſes touching the 
preſent Differences in the 
Church , printed for James 
( ollins. 


} 


I. Atholick Charity recommended 

CD a Sermon to the Kight Honour- 
able the Lord M yor of London in or- 
der to the abating the animoſities a- 
mong Chriſtians, that have been occa- 
froned by differences in Religion by Jol. 
Glanvil, Re@or of Bathe, price 6, d. 

2. AOTOY OPHEKEIA-L or aſeaz 
fſonable Kecommendation and defence 
of Reaſon in the Affairs of Religion : 3 
egainſt Infide lity, Sceptic iſm, and Phas 
matic iſoaes of all ſorts, by Jol. Glanvil. 
prace 6 ds 

3. The Chriſtians Vidory over Death, 
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a Sermon preached at the Funeral of 
the moſt Honourable George Duke of 
Albemarle, by Seth Lord Biſhop of Sa- 
rum, pri-e6d. 

4. A Mirour of Chriſtianity, and 4a 
Miracle of Charity; or an Exatt Nars 
ration of the Life and Death of the La= 
dy Alice Dutcheſs Dudley, by R. Bore- 
man D, D. price 6 d. 

5. The General Aſſembly, or the ne- 
ceſſity of the receiving the Communion 
in our publick Congregations © evinced 
from the nature of the Church, the 
Word of God, and Presbyterian Prin- 
ciples, in a Sermon by Francis Fulwood 
D. D. pr ce6d. 

6, Miſerere Cleri, A Sermon repre= 

ſenting the miſeries of the Clergy , and 
aſſigning their true cauſes in order to a 
redreſs, byEdw.Wetenhal,BD.price 6d. 

7. Urim and Thumin ; or the Cler- 
gies Dignity and Duty, recommended in 
aViſitation Sermon , by Mal. Connant 
B. D. price 6 d. 

A Diſcourſe of Toleration, in anſwer 
ts al ate Book entituled A Diſcourſe - 

the 


the Region of Exgland, price 6 d. 
Indulgence not juſtifyed, being a con+ 
tiruation of the Diſcourſe of Tolcration, 
in Anſwer to the Arguments of a late 
Koek,, entituled a Peace-offering, or plea 
for Indulgence, and to another called 
the Second Diſcourſe of the Religion 
Ergland, price 6d. 

Toleration not to be abuled, or a ſeri- 
ors Pueftion ſoberly debated and Reſoly- 
ed upor Presbyterian Principles, Viz. 
whether it be adviſeable, eſpecially for 
the Presbyteriang, either in Confcience 
or Prudence, #o take advantage from 
his Majeſties late Declaration , t» De- 
ny or Rebate their Communion with 
our Parochial Congregations, and to 
gather themſelves into did ind and (c- 
parate Churches £ price 6 d. 

The Judgement of the learned and pi- 
ons St. Augulitine; concerning penal 
Laws againſt Conventicles, and for unt- 
ty in meligion, deliveredin his 4%. Ep. 
to Vincentius, price 4 d. 
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CHAP... 


The Introduction. T he Anſwerers Title and 


the [rapertinency of z. ; 


He Confident Que/tionif,as 
his An{werer calls him, in 
this will yer be conndent, 
that, not may will not 
take the task aud burthen 
upon them to reed the An- 

\ ſwer; and that, but few 

EE of them that read it, will 

be able to underſtand it: and that few or 220114 

of that ſmall number, that (hall think they 

underſtand it, will be able to ſec the Con{e- 
quence of it: or, laſtly; if any ſhall chance ts 

B be 
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2 Non Confozniffs New- 
be ſo lucky; they muſt be exceeding kind, as 
well as wiſe, if ) can enduxe, without very 
much patience and ſome indignation, its Us- 
dertaksng, Method and Manner of Reaſoning: 
in all which, it Fyrties me to obſerve the Au- 
thor ſo liks x ; and ſodeſerving the Ti- 
tle, of the Epiſcopal Patron of Presbitery, and 
the Indepe ne Catholick Prelate of Non- 

Conformity. 4 
The modeſt dreſs"of the Body of the Book 
may anſwer for it Selfe ; but 'tis confeſt, the 
Mouth of it ſpeaks great Swelling Words : The 
Titleis; Srilegsous deſertion of the holy IMi- 
niſtry Rebuked, and T ojeraned Preaching of the 
Goſpel Vindicated. W hat C omuring is here ? 
I am afraid the Sperirs are diſturb'd ! Sacri- 
legions deſertion « ba holy Mimftry Rebuked ! 
The Holy Miniſtry Sacrilegiouſly* deſerted ? 
What impicty is this? a heinous Crime in- 
deed, and worthy a very ſevere Rebake. But 
where are the Criminals ? who are they that 
have wrought this Abominable thing ? Sure 
the Anſwerer himſelf, is in no wiſe guilty : 
no, he preſently aſſures you, that he ts firm- 
ly reſolved to the contrary ; ayd in this point, 
I believe, he will as cafily-anſwer for the 
Dueſtionift, Who then doth he mean to Re- 
buke ? not the Conformiſts ; they have no 
liberty to be Szlent though others have to 
Preash. Beſides, if they ſhould, eſpecially the 
Ofur 


Churches Sinful. ey 
Uſurptrt among them; I preſutge, if wey 
in be made for the righe Owners, = | 
Author would mot be much troubled, With- 
out Controverſy , theti, he means: his. Bre- 
thren the Non-Conformsſts : and have you, 
indeed, deſerted your holy Miniſtry ? you are 
tao. too blame, and muſt be Kebuwked: Or: 
have you not already done it ?: yet, 'tis fo be 
feared, you may chance to do it: Or, though 
atpreſent you are every where found, rather 
too Buſy in the, exerciſes of your gifts;and are - 
nat unlikely ſo to continue , yet this Queſtio- 
wii hath ſaid ſomething, that in the Coniſe- 
querice of it, feems.to perſwade you to deiert 
your Office; or, at leaſt hergafrer you may 
pollibly be urged thereunto, by ſome hy 
reaſoning s, either of this Lneſtioniſt, or ſome 
other ſuch Pampbleteer, Now this Deſertivs of 
the holy Miniſtry, is a thing of that dange- 
tous Conſequence, eſpecially in Tow, and at 
ſuch a time as thys ; that, though it be but in 
porentia remotifſima, and onely not impoſbble 
te come to paſs, it mult berimely obſerved, 
by « wiſe Watchman; andas if it were 4iria> 
dy in A, it muſt be Rebuked. | 

For this Deſertion of the holy Miniſtry'is 
Sacrilegions : tnere is ſuch a thing, in our Aw 
thors Judgment, however ſome of his Bres 
thren think as Sacriledre, under the Goſpel 
a Stealing one; Saf, who is Conſeernted - 
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4 Noii-Tonfo:miffs New- 
God ip the Holy Miniſtry, from the exerciſe 
of it, is a plain repbing God himſelf of his Ser- 
vice atd conſequently, Sacriledge: and | fear, 
this binp, eſpecially if practifed upon, may 


bring tcour minds aud obſervations too, ano- 


ther kind of gacriledge, that our Author was 
not well aware: of : For are there not ſome 
People Separated, Dedicated, and in a ſence, 
Conſecrated to God; and as juſtly Sitled Gods- 
People, as the Preachers, Gods- Miniſters? nd 
if hee ſhould be ffolen away from God, in 
his Churches and Afinifttys, to whoſe care 
he hath committed them, is not God himſelf 
then robbed of them ? and-Gught not this kind 
of Sacriledg alſo to be feared-and Rebuhed ? 
A worthy Prebyterian once "thought ſo-and 
honeftly gave the World warning of fome 
ſmall eff+it of it in theſewords : This ( ſaid 
| he) brings Strife and Envyings 
Cawdry's ' among Miniſters,when others teal 
Independency yay their Miarwbers ; and bring 
AT 4. Slighting's axed Contempe «pon 
X their Perſons aid Miniſtry 5.0 and 
at laſt, a lamentable Sepayation, 4s we ſee ad 
this day. 
+ 'But the Ar/werer muſt crave your pardon; 
for indeed the exceſſive Fidelity of his Bre- 
thren to their NI, leaves no 
room or occaſion for his Rebuking-Office. Be- 
bdes, Saerjledge has a tender Edge; and may 
" chance 
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chance to ct ones fingers, if not warily haxd- 
led, Therefore, though perhaps he had 
thoughts when he wrote his Title-page, to 
have ſpoken fomething upon this Subjet? ; 
et, his Mind it ſeems, 1s not \ptiviledg'd 
ng chanze ; for, at preſent he hath wav'd 
that Argument, and Sacril: gious deſerrion o 
the boly Miniſtry, ſhall eſcape his Severity ti 
another opportunity. | 
''Doubr it not,” for if you tw over but ong 
leafe, you are fecur'd: he, there as thEufe 
is, preſents you again with the 73rle of his 
Book; but there you find nothing of Sacrile- 
gious deſertion of the holy Minsffry Rebuked : 
no, this. fir/# Menace 1s now wiſely omred, 
either by the Axthor or the Printer ; Wiſely, 
I fay, for Deſertion of the holy Miniſtry, 1s 
ſcarcely any more heard of, much leſs Rebu- 
ked, throughout his whole Book. However, 
let not his Afiniſtry be deſgrted : the Sermon 
may be good, though b6th xr and the Prea- 
chey forget the Text, | 


Ney Confoymifis New- 
CHAP. Il. 
Of the Anſwerers diſcription of Himſelf : bis 


AMbuſrue Terms touching Non-Conformiy, 
and bis miſtake of Armagh's Reduction : 
thoſe thas effer'd it, 1660. were no leſs Preſ- 
byreri,...s : bis change of the Queſtion. 


aJ Z worthily obſerves, the 2 neſtionifFs 
vanity in honouring himſelf with the 
Name, of 8 Lover of Peace and Truth: and in- 
deed twas ſawcily done : the Anſwerer may 
promote the Trath —_ liberty of Erroxrs; 
and ſeek for Peace / pleading for, if not 
practifing Dsvs/rons : but who are you, Sir 
C , that you, ſhould ſo much as pretend 
to the love of either. 

But, pray Mr. Anſwerer what is your 
Name ? there are many that ſay they k»ow 
you by your Reaſon and Paſſion, and by your 
Words and Works; but pray you let me know 
un Name. You have told me already ; and 

find it at large in your Title Pegs, attended 
before, with rwo great Titles to your Book, 
little to the purpoſe but for Ceremony : and 
foll--red afrer with the train of three pom- 
pous places of Scriprare, to fill up the Page. 

One that 3: Conſecrated to the ſacred Mini- 
niſtry, and is reſelved not to be a wilfml _ 
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of it, in truſt that any Undertaker can juſtifie 
bias for ſuch Deſervion a the Judgment of God; 
rell be know better how thoſe can come off them- 
ſelves, who are unfauhful Paſtors, or unjuſt 
Sulencers of others. 

And, is rhss your Name indeed ? Certain- 
ly his Grace at Leamberh hath ſcarce a greater. 
Here is Conſecration, Reſalution, yo 
on, againſt the anfaithful of Paſtors, and the 
Injuſtice of the King and Parkament tor Si- 
leacing berter : But, as the Leon ſometimes, 
is not ſo fierce as heis Paimed; fo, I hope 
this is ne Soreprare Name, that indicates tha 
Nazurt of the Perſon. Bur, ſo ſhall the Afar 
be honored, that loves not Himſelf, or Party, 
above Truth and Peace. 

Reader, here is nothing But meekxeſ7 and 
gentleneſs and humility worthy of the 
Author, to be underſtood : however, the ex- 
preſhons ſound a little otherwiſe, 'tis the £ve- 
ſhronsſt only is Confident and wnintelligible, 
though one would think at the firſt hearing, 
that this long Name is Adnſtram, Horren- 
drum, and F cannot but add, Ingens, cy lune!: 
Ademptum. 

Now what dare not the Man of this great 
Name, ſay or do ? he dare ſay, the Covformifts 
are the Sch;ſmaricks ; and that many of them, 
that now hold the places, that were forrger- 
ly et Uſurpers ; and that it 

4 is 
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is —_— to the King to diſown ſuch kind 

of Uſurpers, thougheſtabliſh'd in their Pla- 
ces and Power bythe Law: of the Land. p.39. 
He dare. lay 'tis\[mpudence and Ignorance 
of the preſent State of England to call theſe 
Pre:byter4.ans that did at the Kings Retwrn of- 
fer Arch-Biſhop Uſhers Form of Epiſcopal Ga- 
vernment, as he calls it, for Concord : though 
Mr. Calamy was we of that Number, whoſe 
Name is found in Swmelftimmnuus. 

He dare call that book a Form of Epiſco- 
pal Government, contrary to the Expreſs 7+- 
tle of it, which is a Reduition of Epsſcopacy to 

The Forme of Synodical Government. Which, as 
. Dr. Bernard well obſerves, was 
— only an expedient for the preſen; 
þ. 54, - Neceſſary, occaſioned by the Tem: 
pefinous vielence of that time; as an 
Accomodation, by way of prevention of a 
T otal Shipwrack,, chreatued by the Adverſa- 
ries of Fpiſcopacy, as appears ſufficiently by 
the Title of it. 
F It is, therefore ingeniouſly argued by our 
Aathor,thoſe that are called Presbjterians did 
deſire that Epiſcopacy might be reduced to the 
forme of Synodical Government, therefore 
they 'arc no Presbyterians, they are not for 
Synodical Government . 
The plain truth is, that Reduction ooo 
ſct 
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ſeth a way, for Union and Conſolidction of 
the ewo Governments ;, but that, ſuch a Uni. 
on, as ſhould contain -bath; without the loſs 
of either, and leaſt of all, -as theneceſſity of 
that time required, of the Presbyterian : And 
conſequently, thoſe, that would ſubmit unto 
that Reduftion, might ſtill be Precbyreriavs 
both in Name and Thing, however it fared 
with Epsſcopacy. 

For, all men are not bound to ſubſeribe'or 
ſwear unto the definition of a Precbyterian, 
which our - Anſwerer impoſcth upon the 
World : or to believe, that the Dzurne Right 
of the Ruling Elder Unordained is eſſential tq 
the Presbyterial Government; (p.5.) for the Go- 
pernment may be Synodical without it. And I 
geed not give him Inſtances, that that kind 
of Government was endeavoured to be E- 
refted, in the ſeveral parts of the Kingdome, 
by the Agreement of ſeveral Eminent Mini- 
{ters of thar way, that yet denied the Juredivs- 
iy of meer Ruling-Elders; and admitted 
them enly a$ Prudential : and I doubt not he 
yery well knows it to be ſo, 

But, as to that Application made in 1660. 
which he ſpeaks of 3 'tis too well known, 
that in efet it rather propoſed for the Precby- 
terial, than for the Fpiſcopal Government ; 
and had it taken, the B:fbop, ſhou!d have had 
left him little more than the Name ; who was 
rather, 
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rather, to have been a Afoderator, or Chair. 
man darante vit#, than a Biſhop, in a common 
O—_ : or if a Biſbop, ſuch a one, as 
might well enough have conſiſted with Syno- 
dica! Government, or the deſign had been 
loſt. ”4t what need any more be ſaid? the 
Propezers would not allow him a Negative 
voice, and conſequently, the Synod or Presby- 
fheuld have Govern d,cither with or with- 
owe his Conſent : and is not this a fair Apolo- 
, twice offcred, by our Anſwerer; that there- 
tore, becauſe they would have Admitted the 
Redultion of Poſe to their own Presbyre- 
rial Government, the? are no Presbyterians. 

Again; It is nothing for him to ſay, that the 
_— of the Sueftionitt, are weak_and 

over and over : that they are Confident ts 
gr atom : full of Noiſe = odrcay Conte 
fuſed and Unintelligible, and Schiſmatical too, 
(p.29.) Theſe are his ſoft and gentle Strokes 
upon one that deſerves to be called Aamer, 
that would foul Papey, as he intimates more 
than once, as an Argument of his unwilling- 
neſs to offend his Reader and Himſelf, though 
he have no foul mouth. 

Bur he dare venture farther and ſay; that 
Mr. Fulwoods, Mr. Stilemans and Mr. > ink. 
ley: Books for Conformity are ſuch T oyes------ 
of faltious Diſputers. He dare ſay; that bs: 


own fleſh diſputerh in him wore Cunningly, than 
all. 
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ll the Durell;, Falwoods and Stilemans in Eng- 
land; and yet in one thing, methiaks, his ſpirs 
fails him, and he appears too much unlike 
the valiant Heyoe I everitook him for. He, in 
one place, ſaith, p.32. Had he had leave to con- 
fue the Silly Reaſonings of Afr. Fulwood and 
other ſuch Pamphletecrs, he bad long ago done 
ſtrange things. And in axcther, p.39. he would 
have me procure him leave to give his Reaſons 
| ha Conformity. Alas, good man ! that he 

ould want Leave to do ſuch brave things"; 
that he ſhonld want Will or Zeal to do them 
without leave. He ſaith, p.31. chat [knew that 
be muſt not gue hys Reaſons as ainſt Conformity. 
But who gave him leave to Preach bctore the 
Indulgence ? who gave him leave to Print this 
Anſwer? Or is it poſſible to ſpeak bolder things 
againſt Conformity if he had leave to do it, 
than he hath done bere ? The Conformiſts are 
Uſurpers and Schiſmaticks: theſe that Silenced 
the Non-Conformiſts are Unjufb, Cruel and 
Sacrilegions : Conformity is guilty of Perfidiouſ- 
neſs, Perjury and Perſecution : Conformiſts are 
Proud, and contend wha ſhall be Greate#t ;, and 
Covenant never 1n certasn points to obey Chriſt 
againſt the World and the Fleſh. us he humbly 
iaſiquates, p.74. 

But in Earneſt, can he that lers flie at this 
rate, perſwade us, that it is only want of 
leave, that hath hiadere4 his Anſwering the 
Books 
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Books aforcſaid ? Can he perſwade us, that 
his Obedience to Man, can warrant his oms/ſi- 
en of ſo great a Charity,as his effeCtual endea. 
vor to refcue Conformsſtc from theſe deſparate 
enormities? or can he think ſo honorably of 
our Governours, as to fear that his ffrong Rea- 
ſons would more offend and prowke them, if 
given without their Licence, than eheſe hard 
uncharitable, unconſcionalle infinuations, and 
unjuſt accuſations, againſt chemſelves, as well 
as *s. 

Away then with this childiſh paſſion of fear, 
"tis altogether unbecoming our Golsah, that 
defies the whole Army of Iſrael. You have 
Troops of Propeſtions always at Command, 
and ſo many Yokes of Ds/tint#:oas, that you 
doubtleſs are able to make god what ever 
you have ſaid, be it never ſo bad, if you durft, 
or had leave. But what need of Leave ? or 
why ſhould you Fear? what quidlibet or qued- 
libet can ſtand before yov? p. 30. You are the 
Man of Arr,that can doe and wndoe, prove and 
diſprove the ſame thing, or elſe, many of your 
Friends as well as Enegues have done you 
wrong. 

I am one of his Friends, and I dare afhrm 
of him, to his deſerved honour ; that he never 
yet wanted Adatrer of Argument , againſt 
the Cauſe, or of Rebukg againſt the Perſon of 
any Man that evcr oppoſed him. He hath 


Once... 


Aa ans Aa cn @ _ G< 


kk, A fm © A A 


— 
—— 


a- a- 6 th = 


Churches Sinfu?; x} 
one very ſtrange and wonderful peice of 4r- 
rifice ; that, be the Controverſie what it will, 
he can make his Adverſary differ with him; 
about the Exiſtence of a God and Chriit,an 
Heaven and Hef, that he may take occaſion 
to tell the World, that ſome Teachers 1 
theſe plain Admonitions. p.26. 

But this ſubtil Anſwerer, hath a more power 
ful Stratagem, never to be 'cſcaped; tor' he 
can make his Adverſary ſay any thing, that 
be, himſelf thinks he can moſt eaſily oppoſe 
or if he cannot make him ſay it, he can affiym 
and prove he ſaith it; and then, rhwnder out a 
Volume againſt bm for ſaying: ſo. | 

We have a very Notable Inſtance of.his 
Skill thzs way in our hands. If the Q ueſtions#t 
dire ſay, that Toleration ought not to be abuſed 
by Prerbyterians; m gatberimg themſelves mto 
diſtinit Churches in oppoſition to the Parochs- 
al, he will moſt frenuenſly and pertinently con: 
fute him, with a Book,, called by.the bard 
Name above mentioned, Sacruerious dejer- 
tion of the holy Miniſtry Rebukgrs and Tolera- 
ted Preaching of the Goſpel! Vindicated.. 

And if it be too palpable, that chat Author 
ſaid nothing for the Sacrileg tors deſertion of the 
holy Miniſtry fit to be Rebukzd, he can; is we 
before obſerved, quickly deſert that pars of 
his antunaking; bb yet-procced to write 
his Book ig the 7 indication of Tiolerated Preache 


nz; 
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6ng; and perſwade the World, with no mean 
Confidence, that the ſrope of the Book he pre- 
tends to Anſwer, is directly againſt ſuch 7#- 
lerated Preaching. Yea, in the very beginning 
of his Book, p.z. And in another Charatter, 
on papen to have —O note it ; he 
expre rms; that he hnds-- the © neſtions 
wich Face ( though he hath > gm 
that ſpoke it, or the hand that wrote it) yet 
he hath the face to exbore them to deſert their 
Office. But with hew much I-genuity and Jus 
feces, God and his own Conſcience rauſt needs 
know already; and he muſt give me leave ts 
let the World know it alſo, in the Chapter fol. 
lowing. 


— 
— 


CHAP. III: 


1 did not exhort them to deſert their Office as he 
Affirmeth. His manner of Cenſuring leſs 
Errors. Abont Toleration. The Amthors 
kindaeſs ro Non-Conformsſts. 


IR, I will take leave to ſay ; you may 

bleſs your (eli, that you have engaged 

an Adverſary that is a Friend , and hath nei« 

ther Wit nor Will to praitice upon you, as 
ſome have done upon leſs Provocation. 


That you might bave ground to run out 
upon _ 
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vpon me, as an Enemy to Tolerated Preach- 
ing ; you expreſly affirme, p.2. that you 
I exhort you to deſert your Office : and that it 
ſeemeth, p.60. that acknowledging us mee 
Charches, will not ſatisfic us, without What? 
Attnal bearing . We would ftroke you 5s 
filence and the neglett of your Office. p.25. You 
ask, p. 58, 59. whether it be Sin in you 10 
Preach ; and laboyr much, in the proof of the 
Fﬀeceſſuy of your Preaching. And you inti- 
mate, that if the Now Conformi; ſhould nor 
Preach, they ſhould be Jdle, Crael, Sacrilegs- 
043 and Perfidions:as arc your words,p.27,28. 
Now, Sir, in my fillze way of reaſoning, 
I muſt demand, whether you do :ndeed find, 
thoſe words, for which you perſecute me, 
throughout your Book, in my Book, or not, 
If you ſhall ſay, you do find thoſe words, or 
words to thas effett; I am not ſatisfied, ut. 
leſs you tell me where: for I ſolemnly proteſt, 
Tkhnow not. Why did you not nawe the page, 
where they were to be found, as in other ca- 
ſes you generally do ? eſpecially, this being 
the main matter of offence to you; that prove- 
- you to 1o much ſeverity throughons ny 
ook againſt me ; for you begin your Book 
to this purpoſe : that if it had been all my 
endeavout that the Toleration ſhould not be 
abaſed, you ſhould earnefly bave ſeconded me: 
but when you fownd- that 1 had rhe fags fo aye 
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hor you to deſert your Office, &c. that I cometo 
you 43 Gods Name, to charge you to forbear His 
work: then, you ſav, your Conſcience bad yois 
belp so ſave the weaker ſort that need, from ſuck 
Permicious Fallacies 

Sir, 1 do with all earneſtneſs,and yet meek - 
neſs, et you know ; that I expect you ſhould 
make 760d your charge : ſhew me theſe words, 
or words that carry the ſame ſence, in any 
place of my book,or confeſs you have wrong- 
ed me, and I am ſatisfied. | 

Butyet, twr# the Tables, and ask your ſelt 
ſcriouſly, what laſhes you would have cenſu- 
red we worthy, ſhould I have dealt ſo with 
you. Take an Inſtance of your Spirit and Cha- 
-74ry,upon a far les occaſion give you,as you 
conceive, in my Book; when, upon a 14/x- 
format;in at moſt, I only Asked a © ueſtion, in 
# matrer of no great moment, vjz, Whether 
tht Procbreerians dfd* not beretofaft” refuſe the 
Comprehenſion, becauſe they could tet have it 
withons* a general Toleratien ? See, how you 
fie —_ me, with dll fury, and fav, p.62,63, 
"64. This hath no botutids, and it prieverh me to 
read it. O Poſterit) How will you know what 
to beJieve ? you ſhould riot by Dueftion, bave 
orned ſuch a falſhsod. And yet, notwith- 
ſtanding all this 'vehermence, iti the next pa- 
yes, you ſcem your ſelf to intimate, in my 
Yak Opinion, grounds ſufficient for the Ru- 


Worry. 
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wour and Suſpition, and conſequently the 
Dneſtion + Bur 1 am not obſtinate in my own 
Defence, leaving my Queſtion and your Cen- 
ſure upon it, with your Diſcourſe and Con- 
ceſſien about it , to the mercy of the Reader, 
who will judge betwixt us , whether we will 
or not. 

However, thank: be to God, (thongh by 
your chargins me to have written things; 
that | have not written , contrary to plain 
Truth and Juſtice, you have given me far 
greater provocation ) yet, I ſay, thanks be 
to God, you have not rempred me to turn 
your own words upon you, and to ſay ro yon, 
as you do tome , [| Repent of ſuch Calummes, 
and fudy not to agoravate your fault by excn- 
ſes --- we lament bis want of cormon ws or 
modeſty--- what dealing 1s to be expetted from 
ſuch men--- with what forthead--- is this Fiu- 
mility or miniſterial Fidelity , to begin your 
Book with ſo diref# an untruth, and to ftand 
toit, and repeat it ſooften ia the face of the 
World? 

Lord! what have I ever ſaid or done in 
order to the ſilencing of Non-conformiſts , as 
you fre;aently ſeem to charge me ? yea, what 
have I zor done or faid, as I was ablc and had 
any opportunity , that their mouths might be 
opened? the World knows my ſeveral pab- 
lick, cadcavorsto _ purpoſe; I do not ſay 
| my 


, 
' N _ 
1 , 

. not 


-F . IN- ONTO? 
my ſilly Arguments, ( as you meckely cal] 
them) but, perhaps, my Aediation (as ſome 
perſons will more ingeniouſly acknowledge) 
for the peaccable Non-conformitts, from the 
Kings Return to the day of the Indulgence, | 
and fince too, hath not been altogether in- 3 
effetual, and perhaps conſidering all that 
hath been too much, and my Superiors have 
been very candid if they have not thought 
it troubleſome. | 

I muſt take the boldneſs to add, that were ? 
I conſcious to my ſelf, that any thing 1 _ 


ſaid or did, hath been ſo great a Remora 
in the way'of accommodation betwixt non. 
conformity and the Church of England, as } 
the beiſterow reaſonings and deſires of ſome | 
men, I fear I ſhould carry it with ſorrow to 
my grave: If I err in this cenſure, I beg the | 


pardon both of God and chew, | 


Son ty © © _ £&a aw eoao a 


and have cauſe to 


Lil. dt 


Tl 


| your ſeparation 
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CHAP. IV. 


'T 1s Hot fair to charge Conſequences for Do- 
thrines , wuch leſs to ſay , the Conſequence #s 
aſſerted ;, let the Anſwerer be Judge. Ar, 
Baxter was zot abuſed, 


Obſerved, that you charged me antraly 
with ————_—_ to deſert your Office, 

car, you will make ex- 
cuſes your ſelf, although you will not atow 
it in others: and I cannot but expect you 
will ſay cha, or to rhis effeft ; That though 


{ {do not aſſert in plain terms, or in words 
| thas will admit or bear that ſence, yet the 


conſequence of my Diſcourſe, is to take you 
ef from Preaching , while I would diflwade 
you from Gatheriuo-Churches. 

For I find, after I have rcad long in your 


{ Book , and even towards the /arper end of it, 


you have patience thus far to explain your 
ſelf. Becauſe , "7 you, p. 57.1 would prove 
inſul, I would therefore 

prove your preaching ſinful. Again, p. 59. if 
God ſay, preach, and the Law ſay,preach not wn 
Temples; we may conclude, we n:u#þ preach 
out of the Temples. And becauſe I ſpeak 
againſt erefting Separated Congregations to 
your ſelves, you ſay, p. 70. I mean it # fs 
'm you to exerciſe your Ainftery : 5. e. you 
C meanz 
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mean, this is the conſequence of what I ſay 
againft your ſeparation : For , can we preach, 
as you add, without Auditors? and can 
theſe Auditors be no Congregation ? 

Thus you do, ( pardon me if) I think, 
not very accxratly mend the matter , nor very 
intelligibly explain your meaning. But , Ire- 
member, you told me, p 33. the Presbyte 
rians ao not leve confuſion : And alſo p. 4. that 
you are no Pregbyterian. 

But, my Brother, I muſt needs mind you, 
that whether ths conſequence be ſtrong or 
not, I am ſure the excuſe is weak, and un 
warrantable by the Laws of all ſober diſpu- 
tation. TY 

1. For admit the conſequence to be fairſ ye 
and ju#f#, your dealing with me is neither |} he 
when you charge me with an aſſertion whichl as 
only follows, or =_y be drawn from my} mi 
propoſition, It is not allowable to ſay the consf th 
po of my opinion is my opinion, and that] C 
I hold it: much leſs hath it any colour © de 
candor or juſtice, to ſay, I aſſert it , and wain4 fo! 
tainit. How then can you anſwer me, or} m 
give me ſatufaltion, for ſaying, firit, that] ya 
that which your ſelf hath argued from my 
propofition , is my propoſition; and then write| at 
« book againſt me for it. Go 

This 1s not too like a favorable Diſputant,| go 
were the conſequence xo#t obvious and ime| co 
weadzate ; 


iy 
h, 
an 
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mediate; Whereas in the caſe in hand , 'ti# 
neither ſo, nor ſo; but contrarily,very doubrful, 
obſcure, and remore, your ſelf being Judge. 

The Queſtion here is, Whether I cannot 
write againſt gathering Churches out of our 
Churches, and yet not exhort you to deſert 
our Miniſtery ? You hold it in - b Negatrve. 
Now, to fill up the vavances of your tormer 
uneven Argament, to make it good, there is 
need of the $kill of a learncd Propeſitioniſt to 
work thus. 

You muſt preach; yeu may not preach in 


{the T' enples, therefore you muſt preach ſome- 
e: 


where elſe : Here's the place provided, but 
where are the People ? Let's try again, if 
you mwi#F preach, you mult have people to 
hear you : there are none to be had, but ſuch 
as belong to our Churches; therefore you 
muſt gather Churches out of our Churches ; 
theretore I that exhort you not to gather 
Chwrches out of our Churches, exhort you to 


| deſert your y oy and Miniſtery ; and there- 


fore, by defending your Office, you anſwer 
my Book_of Toleration not to be abu/ed , by 
rathering Churches out of Churches, 

Thus ſtrangers greet, and both ends are 
at length brought tegether ; but their firm 
friendſhip depends upon the {trength of this 
golden Chain, or Rope of Sand, which may 
come to be tried anon. 

C3 In 
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In the mean time let us change the Scene, . 
and then make judgement of this way of ar- 
guing, your ſelf. 

Suppoſe ſhould write a Book , and in- # - 
title it, Sedirion Rebuked; and call this a Re- ; h 
ply eo your Anſwer : taking it for granted, ? 
that every one would ſee the conſequence as | 
well as my ſelf ; and thereupon, at every turn, 4 x 
I ſhould charge you with the Defence of Se- ? 
dition, and labor againſt you to prove Se- ? 
dition a ſin ;, meaning all this while, (though * 
never obſerving any ſuch thing , when I pur- | 
poſely and largely, with about rhreeſcore Pro- 
poſitions endeavor de induſtria ta ſtate the * 

neſt ion ) that Sedition lics at the botrom, and | 
in the conſequence and tail of your Diſcourſe f, 
thus ; in many places you intimate, the 1 h 
Preest 1s zntollerable ; and there, whether the , 
People will endeavor regularly to remove | - 
him or not, you exhort them to ds/own and P 
forſake him, and the place by Law appointed © 
for Publick Worſhip, and to gather them- 8 
ſelves into another Church , under another * 
(Non-conforming) Ainifter : This is to cx- | 
hort the People to begin a publick, Reforma: | 
1202 without their Governors ; this is Seditton, 
or the way to Sedztion , to ſay no worſe; avd | 

this will therefore juſtifie my manner of wri- i} ; 

ting againſt you, and my frequent charoing 8 

ſedition, and the defence of ſedition upon you. ? / 
Pray F 


. 
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Pray be ingenuous , how would you like 
this way of arguing? Whether the conſe- 
quence be rrae or falſe , you will not ſay this 
is fair dealing; you would ſay you. were 
highly injured, I am ſure you would, 

And now I am come ſonear it, I will pre- 
ſent you with ſuch an anſtance in- your Book,, 
that will ro the purpoſe convince you at 
once, both of your Ingenuity in this way of 
arguing, and pt the cenſure you give me, 
npon a falſe ſuppoſition , that I had abu/ed my 
worthy Friend Dr. Baxter, 1n afirmins, that 


{ he h2d ſaid ſomething that he never ſaid. 'Tis 


tu: 
Youtell me, p. 48. that Baxter ( as you 


familiarly call him) raketh himſelf to be abuſed 


by my Alleo ations , &+ provoketh me to cite an 
of his words which are again Now-confornefl 
preaching as they have opportunity ;, and ſome- 
what ſharply mind me , that he and Mr. Batt 
underſtand themſelves better then I do them. 
Now, who would not hence conclude , that 
i had ſaid, that that reverend Perſon had 
written, againſt Von conformiſts preaching , 4s 
they have opportunity. But where have | ſaid 
ſo, or any thing to that purpoſe ? I know 
your civulity and veracity will engage you to 
ſhew it ; therefore you refer your Reader to 
p 16, of my Book; There, indced , I find the 
place which you mean, but not one tittle of 
C 4 the 
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the words or thing you ſay. My words there 
are theſe; Particularly the Arguments of Mr. 
Baxter and Mr. Crofton , for communion with 
our Parochial Congrerations are ſtill the ſame, 
end ought to be anſwered , before you begin your 
work of Separation, and think, of building new 
any Synanoruer 

But is rhis to ſay, that Mr. Baxter hath |: 
written againit Nom-conformiſts preaching as | 
they bave opportunity ? Yet if Mr. Baxter hath Þ 

writ nothing againſt Non- 

_ cant Conformiſts Preaching , # 
you wy _ which I never ſaid; Mr. 3 
Bagſhaw. Baxter hath written Argu- © 

ments for Communion with ® 

eur Parochial Congregations , which | did ſay, | 
and ffil{ maintain; and neither Mr. Baxter ;; 
no your ſelf will deny it, except in Drollery. * 

And pray tell me , what reaſon hath that * 
learned and peaceable man to hold himſelf? 
abuſed by me, for commending his Argu-| 
ments, to be conſidered by /ach as he in-! 
tended them for? did he not p«b/sſþ them? 
that they might be conſidered ? or hath he 
chang'd his mind , and thinks them mow in-Þ 
confiderable himſelf ? or mere an/caſonablt! 
now, then when he wrote them ? 

I think worthily of that revererd Author,F 
but, Sir, what you can ſay for your ſelf, 1 
know not : You vught, if 1 might be Jiige, ? 


fir? | 


o 
: 
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6-7 fatisfie the World that I have nor abuſed 
Mr. Baxter ;,, and they , to acknowledge the 
Abuſe you have put upon jour ſelf and Mr. 
Baxter , upon me and the Reuder, and the 
plain truth. 

If the cenſure ſeem ricorow, judge your 
ſelf, and murigate it, if you find cauſe ; but 
conſider , that you your ſelf intimate, that 
Mr. Baxter never wrote any thing againſt 
their preachifly ; and yet you know , that he 
hath written much , and that lately too, for 
communion with our Parochial Congregations : 
the thing I afhrmed. But this way of Rea» 
ſoning , and undue accuſation , is ſo familiat 
athing in the Book before me, that, I fear, 
| have abu/ed my Readers ſtomach, by ſtay- 
ing himſclt ſo long upon oneor ro particulars 
of ſo greſs a nature. 

I conteſs, it is as /awful as 'tis uſual, to corgs 
fute a propoſition from the ill conſequences 
and inconveniences of it; but this is one 
thins : and to ſer wp the ill con/equence as the 
Deitrine of the Adverſary, and under that 
form to diſpute and write a Book agrinſt it, 
eſpecially without ſhewing the neceſſity , if 
not the obviouſneſs and immeadiatene(s of ſuch 
conſequence , in the farting of the Queſtion ; 
all which you very skilfully chink not fit to 
do: this I am bold to ſay, is another thing ; 
and /uch a thing as ought never to plead 77. 
dulrence 
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dulgence or Toleration , eſpecially in a grave 
and grown, and prattiſed Diſputant, 

However, two things ought always to be 
remembred , that incommodum non ſolvit Ar- 
gumentum ; and if any good may come ont of 
evil, yet we muſt not do evil that ſuch good 
may come. 'T1s a good thing for any one to pro- 
vide for his Family ; yet | may not ſteal that 
I may provide for my Family : por thus ar- 
gue , I mu#F provide for m Fandy , I cannot 
do it except / ſteal; therefore I muZt ſteal, or 
thus I muſt preach; I cannot preach but I 
mult gather a.Church out of my Neighbors 
Congregation; therefore I muſt gather a 
Church, &c, though I before obſerved, there 
are ſome that call that ſtealing ;, and that not 
only from my Neighbor, but God himſelf. 
" But more of this anon; in the mean time 
let it only remembred, that if you may not 
preach in the Temples , as you acknewledg ; 
and if you cannot preach in other places, as 
you more then intimate, without gathering 
Churches, &c, and if this be found ſtealing 
and unlawful , and therefore it follow , that 
without conformins you cannot lawfully exer- 
ciſe your gift of preaching, 1 cannot help 
it, 

However, at preſent, I have a mind to 
relieve you, by doing you the kindneſs to 
queſtion tbe conſequence of your Argument 


and 
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and that I may alſo relieve the Reader , and 
give him ſpace to breathe 2 little , this ſhall 
be the matter of another Chapter. 


| ——_— —— 


CHAP. V. 


The conſe;nence of deſerting their Office from 
theur rot gathering : diſproved As not good 
ether according to the Authors Principles, 
or the Anſwerers , Or the nature of thing it 


(elf. 


Hope, by this time, you perceive you 

have not dealt like a very fair Diſpu- 
tant, in framing a propoſition your ſelf , and 
then publiſhing it to the Worid as mine , and 
as afſerted and defended by my Book,; and ac- 
cordingly laboring to demoliſh it in the de- 
ſgn ond ſcope of your Anſwer , although 
that propoſition had been the neceſſary, plain, 
and immedi.zte conſequence of what 1 had 
aflirmed or denied. 

But what ſhall I ſay if it indeed appear 
otherwiſe, and if that which you :mpoſe upon 
me, and ({o zealouſly oppoſe in me ; be not, in 
any ſenſe , the conſequence of what I had ſaid, 
cither immediately or remotely , plainly or ob- 
ſcurely, or any way necefſarily. And that 
though I do affert, that it is unlawful for you 

| to 
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to gather new Churches , it will wat follow, Ci- 
ther from my principles, or from the nature 
and truth of the thing, or from your own prin- 
ciples, that I muſt needs hold it to be wnlaw- 
ful for you to exerciſe your Miniſtery ; or 
would perſwade you to deſert your Office , let 
each be examined. 

1. To make your charge againſt me amy way 
tolerable, you fhould make it appcar at leaſt, 
from my principles, which is not poſſible for 
you to do : for, though I judge it unlawful 
for you to gather new Churches to preach un- 
to, I hold it, equally os for you to de- 
ſert your Office : 'Tis my plain opinion , you 
ought rather then exther of theſe, to attend 
upon the Miniſtery of the Temples; and in 
order thereunto to conform : and be it known 
unto you, if you knew it not before , that 1 
am much of Mr. Fulwood's mind, Who in 
three Books, publiſhed by him to that pur- 
poſe, hath endeavored to convince you, that 
this ts his judgement, and that your duty. 

Now, unleſs an endeavor to perſwade 
you net to deſert your Office, be to exhort 
you to deſerr your Office; yea, unleſs I had 
declared, that I believe there is no better, or 
no other way , for you to ſerve your AMini- 
fery, then by gathering Churches , how can 
you affirm with honour to your wit and inge- 
nuity , P. $7. that by diſſwading you __ 

e 
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the latter, 1 exhort to deſert the former, 

2. Neither doth it follow from the xature 
and truth of the thing ; there is no ſuch 5- 
diſſoluble connexion betwixt theſe two Pro- 

ſitions, that frona my afferting one of them, 
you ſhould boldly charge me with the 9- 
ner, 

I do fay, you may not gather Churches ; T 
do not therefore ſay, you may not preach: 
or, if I did ſay that 5 ſtats quo you may not 
preach; I donot ſay , you may not change 
your ftate, as before , and then preach; I do 
not ſay, the King may not oper: the door of the 
Temple to you , that you might preach zhere ; 


{ or if I had ſaid all this, yet I had not ſaid, 


you ſhould deſert your Office; for not to 
preach is one thing , and to deſert your Office 
is another, 

For no man may ſay, that a Miniſter de- 
ſerts his Office, who living in a place of Chrs- 
ſtian Government , and hath no rule , but fin- 
cerely deſires it, though he do attually preach, 
without publick licence, or the /cave of a 
particular Paſtor; and he that acknowledg- 
eth any thing of Government, cannot be ſober 
and believe that his Office obligeth him to 
go into Houſes for want of a Temple z and 
there endeavor to draw the wy from the 
publick_ worſhip , without the /cave of their 
faithful Paſtor ; and that too, jult at the rome 
appeineta 
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appointed for the publick, worſhip, as the c«- 
ſtome generally is , notwithſtanding your ex- 
ample .and Editt; to the contrary , and this, 
forſooth, becauſe he muſt preach. 

Yea, once more, admit that a lawfully o: - 
dained Miniſter rightfully 5ndatted into his 
cure, ſhould be ſufpended, juſtly or unjuſtly, 
by a lawful Authority ; (and I think this may 
venture to comprehend ſomerhing of our 
preſent caſe: will any rule of good Policy, 
or regular Reaſon , allow this Afiniſter to 
preach within the bounds of that Authority 
that /ilenc'd him , before ſuch Authority is 
ſatisfied, either for the offence, or of the inne- 
cency of the Perſon, and the unwarrantable- 
neſs of the ſentence. 

Neither can I ſee ( pardon my dulneſs) 
how any Government can be ſecure from the 
danger of General Confuſton, that ſhall ſuf. 
fer this Principle | we mu#t preach } to bear 
it down. I wiſh heartily I may be found 
miſtaken in this at /aſft ; however , I am ſurc, 
if perſons ths ſuſpended hall ( during their 
ſuſpenſion ) forbear to preach , at leaſt till 
the snnocency of their Cauſe , and thr unjuſt 
neb of their filencing be very clear and un- 
doubted , generally to perſons wnconcerned , 
they do not by their obedrence and unvolun- 
zary hilence deſert their Office , though they 
be yet in the poſſeſſion of their Cores : their 


none, 
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norrattual preaching in obedience to Autho- 
rity, deſerves a better name then a ſacrile- 
gious deſertion of the Holy Miniſtery ; much 
leſs if Miniſters have no Cures of their own, 
may they be charged with deſerring their 
Office, becauſe they gather not our people 
from our Temple-worſhip, that they may have 
Auditors to preach unto , though withont {0 
doing they cold not preach. 

3. Let us now , laſtly , try the ftrength of 
this conſequence by your own principle diſ- 
covered to us by your conceſſions and pur- 
poſes in your Book ; but more eſpecially, in 
your advice given to the Non-conformiſts. = 
In p. 92. you ſay, In Pariſhes where all may 
bear he Parifh- Miniſter, 1 would not have you 
(Non-conformiſts) without neceſſir mo at 
the ſame hour of the day, but at ſome middle 
time, that you may net ſeem to vie with him for 
Auditors, nor to draw the People from him ; but 
let them go with you to hear him, and after come 
and bear you. I do acknowledge that in 0s 
ther places , though you omit it here, you 
provide that the Miniſter of the Pariſh be 


faithful , truly endeavoring the ſalvation of his 
flock. 


I am not here to urge, or inſiſt upon the 
gnconveniencies of ſuch a praftice;, and if the 
Non-conformsſt be an humble, diſcreet , and 
good man, for my partI ſhould not much 


fear 
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fear them ; but my buſineſs is to collet from 
this Advice of yours, that you your ſclf can 
| hardly believe, that deſerrins your Office, 
doth neceſſarily follow the not gathering of 
Churches; and that not only in mine, but in 
the common and uſual underſtanding of the 
FErms. 

For thus, as you well obſerve, the Non- 
conformiſt would but hold a Chappel meeting 
under, and be ſubſervient in his work to 
the Pariſh- Ainfter, and ſuch preaching 
would in ne ordinary conſtruction be termed 
Schiſm , or a&- gathering a Church out of , or 
aiſtintt , much leſs in oppoſition to the Pariſh- 
Church , but a furtherance, if well managed, 
ro the common #:tereſt and concern of it; as 
the office of a Schoo! maſter in Catechi/ing the 
yonger ſort upon the week days. 

And could we find that ths cauſe had been 
indeed taken upon the foreſ.id conditions, as 
you adviſe , we ſhould not have thought we 
had not had wuch reaſon to endeavour to 
prevent the Abu't of Toleration by the Preſ- 
byterians, or to complain as we do. : 

Burt 'tis ſad to obſerve their praitice quite 
contrary, generally fo far as we can learn, and 
particularly in the populevs City where I 
dwell, that are moſt convenrently ordered into 
Pariſhes , and the belt arovided of faithful 
Mimſters , for to /#ch places the Non con- 

formifts 
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formiſts generally reſort, and ſet up their 
meetings in direct oppoſition to the Pars- 
chial Churches , at the ſame time with the 
publkick Worſhip; not endeavoriag, in the 
leaſt, any communion with it , orthe Pariſh- 
Minifter ; but to as much diſcouragement - 
of him as poſſibly they can, 

And in thoſe other places, where they have 
ſet up their Meetings, ( there are but few 
that think it convenient to venture in the 
Country Pariſhes) they take the ſame courſe, 
without any regard to the diſtinftion of 
faithful and unfaithful Miniſters ; and this is 
the thing we call Schiſm and finful ſepara- 
tion, and unlawful gathering of Churches 
out of Churches, and cannot ſee how you 
can believe that the neceſſiry of your Office 
can juſtifie ſuch dividing practices, who ſeem 
to deteſt them. 

Yea, if ſuch as bear the name and licence 
of Presbjterian-Miniſters , would follow yorr 
advice , and only gather temporary Aflemblics 
( waiting for a fixed better ſtate, as you 
ſpeak) in London, and in ſome Country Pa- 
niſhes, where the Miniſters are sntollerable, 
till they are better provided for , though per- 
haps we juſtly differ from you about the 
namber of intolerable Miniſters, and muſt 
in reaſon judge , that your firft endeavors 
ſhould try to have ſuch Miniſters remov'd 

D yet, 
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yet, I conceive, we ſhould not have ſo great 
cauſe of lamentation , as now is t00 too no- 
toriouſly given us , by the unreaſonable can- 
ſer: of our Dvifions. 
Sir, give me leave to ſay and believe, up- 
on the obſcrvation of the peareable Princi- 
es, I find now and then himed , even inthe 
midft of your hear againſt me , in your Book, 
that did you rightly apprehend how matters 
are carried by theſe Church-gatherers for the 
dividing, diſhpating, and as mnch as in 
them lies , deſtroying our Parochial Churches, 
you would return to your firf thoughts, and 
0 longer oppoſe, but ſecond mc. 


Ll 
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CHAP. VI. 


The Queition is firſt ſlated, not wnintellgible : 
Now again clear d and freed from his 
Exceptyons. 


Ou now perceive that the 9a of yout 

Book is anſwered, by demonſtrating 

how little it is to the purpoſe, to fay ns 

worſe : and thus you ſec, what trouble you 
put me to, to anſwer Nothing. p.40. 

But Soft, Sir, What if enough be found 
beſides, and, ox the by, to Confute you? per- 
haps, there is nothing in your Book, at leaft, 
your Anſwerer might think fo, /afficiexe to 
provoke ſo great « Man,to ſet his wx directly 
againſt you. If it be ſo, I zccepr his werty ; 
for then, the 2Zarch being the more equal, i 
do the better conceive a Confidence to defend 
my ſelf: and, at aff, ro the pojrr. 

In the Srare of my Queſtion, I firſt ſfuppo- 
ſed, that the Presbyterians would ner joyn with 
the Independents : but, thercin, my Anſwer- 
er intimates, p. 28. I was miſtaken; for it is 
an Article of his Fasth ( ſo far as faith is con- 
cerned in the point) that the Precbyteriant 
will joyn with (their now friends) the /ndepate* 
dents, not as a Seff, &c. Yea, p.29. that they 
will joy with the Set ( as he is pleaſed to ho- 

D 2 now: 
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nour us) of the Dioceſan Prelarifts, in the 
Pariſh Churches alſo. © the Charity of Preſ- 
erians ! and the length of their Arme:, 
that can embrace perſons at ſo great a dis 
tance ! But pray, Sir, what do you mean, by 
joyning with the Independems ? Will you, in- 
deed, joyn with them in their Congregations? | 
If this be not your meaning, you are again 
upon the point of lzzrle ro the purpoſe. But if it 
be,and yet you will joyn with them as a Sei#; 
_ Tudgment is as deep, as your afeition is 
oad. 

But to proceed, upon that miſtake, my 
Queſtion was ſhortned to this purpoſe; Whe- 
ther the Presbyterians, as things now ſtand, 
ought in Conſcience or Prudence, to Set up 
for Themſelves, or to Wor ſbip God with the reſt 
of ther Neighbours, in their ſeveral, proper 
Parochial-Congregations ? 

What I meant by their Serti2g wp for them- 
ſelves, was plained \in the very 2neſtion, as 
was 7uſt before propoſed : viz.. A refuſing our 
Communion and a gathering themſelves into di» 
ftinkt and ſeparate Churches. 

Now, rather, thanI will run in a fazer, 
or venture my ſelf in an Oceari of Tempeſts- 
PIT Papa, my Anſwerer ſhall parden 
me, #1 Appeal to the Reader, whether my 
£ neftion was not inrelligible without them. 

For what man is ſv ignorant ( unleſs his 
Know- 
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Knowleflg hath confounded and Shipwrack'd 
his Reafon) as not to know, who Linean by 
Pre:byterians? p 45. Yea, who would not 
ſuſpect the perſc"i gailry. that, when he is In- 
dited flics, and plazes leaft in fight, or ſo dil- 
guiſcch him, as he cannot be kyown: or whea 
his f-iends return (as our Author. for the 
Presbyterians ) a Non inventus. But he and 
the world muft know, that the Presbyterians 
like non of his excuſes or ſubterfuges. They 
carnot ſo ealily deny themſelves ; and me- 
thinks, he ſhould not deny his Brethren : they 
apply themſelves under that Name to the 
King for Lieences, as our Author acknow- 
ledgeth; and yet he more then Intimates 
they are not, at leaft moſt of them, are nor, 
what they .tell the King they are. And then 
what doth he make them, if they arenot 
Presbyterians ? But lethim be anſwered, that 
ſuch as deny themſelves to be Independents, 
or Anabaptift;, or Quakers, or Papits, and 
fcruple and wince thetr Conformity with us, ; 
whether they be Laity or Clergy, will be ca'- 
led Prerbyterians whether he will or no: and 
ſuch, he could not but know, I, eſpecially 
meant. 

2. Who knowy not what I mean, by our 
Parechial Churches or Congregaticys? andwho 
knows not,too well,what is to be underſtood 
by Gathering-Churches, by the former practi. 
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Ces of the Independents; but more cſgecially, 
by theſe Pregbjterians, ſince the Indulgence ? 

But, to talk of gathering Churches, and yet, 
of helding Comr.union with ws, is a Zugyle, 
unworthy our Author : who cither doth, or 
ſhould know; that it is proteſtatio contra fa- 
Gum & queſtionem. 1 mean, 'tis generally (0. 

I hav*, as you cannot but ſce, both in the 
neſt ion as propeſes, and as ftated, and as pro- 
ſecuted, ſet gatbering of Churches in oppoſition 
to our Parochial Congregations. And what 

ov lay to any thing elſe, is not to the poing. 

nd the general prattice of Church-gatberer:, 
too well ſatisfics the world what they intend; 
and alſo that the Queſtion was rightly pro- 
pounded, and clearly ſtated to any unbyaſ- 
ſed and unprejudiced Reader, what ever you 
ſay to confound it, and{with your wonted E- 

orateneſs to render it wnintelligible, p. 40. 
and then complain that it is ſo. 

But the Learning of fome men, is not ill 
compared to a Pedlars Pack, though, not ſo 
much, for that there are maxy things that arc 
d:ſficuls to be found ; but rather, becauſe, if 
= look for any thing, every thing comes to 

nd. 

But this be far from our Awther; to whom 
we muſt now kearken dilligently. He firſt 
ſcts down my Queſtion verey honeſtly and 
pmirely ;'p. 26, 27. then he nibles 2 little at it, 

| an 
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and at length, bites: and tells the World, 
that I joyn gwo q\citions in one, which we muſt 
look. ts have diſtinftly Anſwered, 

But what thoſc ew. queſtions are, and 
where th:y are Giftiacly anſwered | have 
look'r, an4 find not, Would he not ſpeak 
diftiniFly to them becauſe he hates Divs/ions? 
or was it his prudence to leave out Conſcience? 
for he hath told us, p. 21. that to decide this 
caſc is a work of meer Chriſtian Prudencg : but 
where is Conſcience ten ? Excluded # by 
wha: Law ? nat ſhall be tried anon, 

For | ſhuil zow addreſs my ſelf in earne#fF 
to review thc whole Queſtion : not in ho on- 
ly, but in the ſeveral Caſes depending upon 
it, A juſt cxamin whereof, will give me oc- 
caſron ſufficient to conſider, all that he hath 
ſaid to the purpoſe againſt mc, as I find it ſcar- 
tered up and y 4. his Book. 
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Gathering-Churches charged with Schifm 
from the Church of England, and proved to be 
ſo from the Definition of this Church. Whers- 
in he 1s told what the Church of England, 
and Schiſm from it 1s. 


He General Queſtion betwixt us is this; 
Whether it be Lawfal for the Precbyte- 
D 4 YI4Ns 
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rians to refuſe Communion® with our Pariſh 
Churches, and to gather themſelves into Diſtunit 
and Separate Churches. | 

And upon a Serioxs review of it, and Conſi- 
deration of all that the Anſwerer hath ſaid a- 
gainſt me, and my Dsfcoxrſ upon it; I do 
renew my Charge; and poſſitively affirm, 
that it is Unlawful; and as it is generally pra- 
Ctiſed, 'tis «4 great and dangerow Schiſm both 
againſt the Church of England, and Particu- 
lar Churches : 'tis a Schiſm in its own natare, 
and ſinful in it Self. 'Tis a Schiſm in the 
Judgment of the old Nonconformiſts called 
Puritans; and alſo in the Judgment of the 
Presbyterians before 1660. and laſtly, that 
both in Cenſcience and Prudence it ought at 
preſent to be avoided, or deſerted, by al! ſuch, 
eſpecially, as are called Presbyrerians. And all 
this, in in its ſeveral parts, and in their order, 
as here ſet down, I undertake to make good. 

1. Thus to Separate and to Gather Chur- 
ches is a Schiſm, with reſpeCt to the Church 
of Fngland. Now , as Dvvuines ſpeak of a 
Schiſm 5:]a Church, and a Shiſm from a 
Church ; ſo in a diverſe reſpect, this practice 
is guilty of both. For if you conſider the 
Church of England, as particular Organized 
Chwrch, 'tis a Schiſm from : but if, as part 
of the Univerſal Viſible Church only, as the 
Nonconforms#t uſe to term it, then 'tis Schiſme 
in it. It 


"” % 9 * Gul i) &® & Bw 7, 


| Churches Sinful, At 

Itis a Shiſm ſro the Church of England 
as ſuch; by dwidins from its Governonrs, 
Members, Worſhip and Aſſemblies :a5 I more 
than Intimated in my Pook, p. 8. and this 
ought to have been diſtinftly obſerved at 
leaſt, by my An'werer : but inſtead thereof, 
how he ſtumbles and blunders ! looking care 
fully avd making great Omtcrzes after that, 
which I laid juſt before him, 

You charge us, ſaith he, p.37, with Schiſns 
from the Church of England. gin,” p. 38. 
Tell us what you mean by Schiſm from the 
Church of England. Again; p. 35. We are told 
of Schiſm from the Church of England ; as if 
it were a Monſtrous and wnheard of thing : 
and then puzzles, pittyfully puzzles himſelf 
and his Reader, in an impertinent purſuit of 
the Head of the Church of England: as if 
without a certain and 3nfallible knowledge 
of that, there could be no ſuch thing as a 
Church of England, or Schiſm from it, Wea- 
rying himſelf, for five or fix pages, at hiy 
old game, of nothing to the purpoſe. 

But, methinks, he labours with a very ve- 
hement deſire after this great rruth,and could 
he be ſure to have it, he wil: not ſay how 
much Afoney, as well as Pairs, he would give 
for it : yea he roundly offers me ( how con- 
liſtent with his gravity I do not obſerve ) but 
ke roundly offers mc all the Money in 4 Purſe 
ro 
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to wake bim underſtand but what the Church of 
England &, p. 35. 

Well, if you will promiſe me to be humble 
and reacbable , and that you are not rooold to 
learn ; though I have no mind to your money, 
I will ſhew my readineſs,and charity at leait, 
to relieve you in ſo great a Serezobr, though 
my 7«dement may fail, and my Definition be 
as deſpicable as my {ly Arguments. 

The Church of England, is a Community, 
Con ſting of profeſſed Chriſtians, United in the 
fame Government, Doltrine and Worſhip : ac- 
cording to the, ;g. Articles, and Homilies | Her 
Latnrgy, and Canons and Laws; and divided 
emo Parochial Aﬀemblics, for the more convent- 
ent Wor ſhipping of God. 

Might (ſuch a Notion of the Church of Eng. 
lend have ſuperceded all his Fineſſes of Wit 
and Dsftinit:ons about the Conſtitutive Eccle- 
ftaftical Head, as he ſpeaks, ( how learnedly 
I leave to his Friend Mr. Bagſbaw ) I think 
his labour might have been well enough ſpa- 
red : For he may Conſider we are Unued in 
the ſame Government, and the Pars Regens; 
is the o#/y part he himſelf requires to be ad- 
ded to the Pars Subdita to Conſtitute a 
Eburch Organiz'd,in a proper political ſence. 
p.38. Now you will not deny, esthey of theſe 
parts; and conſcquently, you have found 


the whole of the Church of England, as you 
lay, 
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lay, Organiz'd in a proper political Sence. 

Ang, it hence follows, that 'tis material tg 
our point, to determine certainly, what is 
the Eccle/iaftical Head of this Church : whe- 
ther, we that are Members of it, are all wnj- 
tedin the King as Perſona mixta cum Sacer- 
dote, and not mecerly a Civil head as you in- 
ſinuate; he being Supream in all Cauſes and o- 
ver all Perſons as well Eccleſiaſtical as Civil, 
Or whether,any think it morc proper to Ra- 
dicate this Union in his Grace of Canterbury, 
as Primate over all England: or whether in 
both the Arch- Biſhops who hold Communion 
in the ſame Dottrine, Warſhip and Laws : and 
in whom, bath the Provinces are United : or 
laſtly, whether we are not rather United in 
all the Biſhops and Paſtors of the Church of 
England, as the Pars Regens ; and our Go- 
vernment in the Church, conſidered purely 
and abſtrattly from the Civil Government, 
be not rather an Ariſtecracy than a Monarchy. 
Whether th, or the other be the true; tc. * 
know it is not neceſſary, nor of any uſe,that I 
can perceive in the preſent Controverſy, 

But it is a certain YVawity, to ſay ; becauſe 
I cannot find the F644, I will deny the Body, 
though I muſt withal deny my own Senſes. 
Becauſe you cannot know certainly, who 
was your Father, will you deav.your Adorber 
which is the ſurer lide ? 
There 
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There is a Church of England, and what it 
is I have endeavoured to ſhew : and by the 
Nature of it, we may more eaſily conclude 
what Schiſm from it, is ; and who are guil- 
ty of this z whether ſuch as Separate and Ga- 
ther Churches or not, 
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CHAP, VII. 


What Schiſm from the Church of England «, 
and whether gathering of Churches, « 


now is prattiſed, be not guilty of 4. 


I. Hat is Schiſm from the Church o 
w England ? - it 13not a nk. 
its Doltrine , or holding uw thing contrary 
thereunto; he that holdet 
perver ſum Dogma only, is an Ad Tit, cap, z. 
Heretick,, no Schiſmarick,, as 
St. Hicrom teacheth. 
Mr. Newcomen, a learned Presbyterian, as 
T obſerved in my laſt, lets the Separarifts 
know , that their agreeing with ww and the 
Reformed Churches in Dottrines that are 
Fundamental, their holding one Head and 
one Faith , doth not excuſe them from being 
guilty of breach of unity, ſo long as they hold 
not one Body, one Baptiſm. For 
he cites Bez4, another lcarned Annorat, in 
Presbyterian. So that you may 1 Gr.1.10, 


be 
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be willing to ſubſcribe to the 29. Arricles, 
and = be Schiſmaticks from the Church of 
England. 

It remains therefore, that ſuch Schiſm re- 
lates to the ether Bands of our non and 
fellowſhip with this Church; to wit, her 
Government and Worſhip, and conſcquent to 
the latter, her Afembers and Aſſemblies. 

Thus you ſee we muſt return to our 
determination ; that Schiſm from rhe Church 
ef England , :s 4 ſinful dsviding from , or a diſs 
ſolving our union and communion with hey un 
her Governors and Members, Worſhip or Aſ- 
ſemblies. This is the leaſt that we mean b 
Schiſm from the Church of England; aud is 
called Separation or Schitm negative; which 
is made po/itive, and more formally ſuch, 
when thoſe that have ſo ſeparared, ſet up 
their Altar againſt hers, and erect other Cone 
gregations in oppolition to hers. 

The Schiſmarick, by Dr, Ha- Of Sc14. 
moxd out of /gnatins,is deſcribed Epiſt, 40, 
to be Filixs impiza , &ec. An inpious Son, 
which baving contemned the Biſhops , and for- 
ſaken the Prieſts of God, dares conſtitute ans- 
ther Altar. And again Epift. 57. the Schiſ- 
maticks are they , that having left their Biſhop, 
ſer up for themſelves abroad another falſc Biſhop; 
and all their adherents are involved i; the ſame 
guilt, who jon with the Schiſmaiicky againſt 

chevr Biſhops. Twe 
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Two things here muſt be ſuppoſed, 1. Thaf 
we are the pars ſubdira, and do ow this com- 
muaion and obedience to theſe Governors of 
the Church. 2. That they impoſe no n- 
lawful conditions of this communion upon 
us ; though if they ſhould , how far we may 
ſeparate myſt take its meaſure from ſuch im- 
poſitions, which is another Queſtion to be 
diſcuſſed anon in another place ; and at pre- 
ſent I ſhall only add, that ſo far as I under- 
ſtand my Anſwerer , ſo far as the people are 
concerned in the conditions of our commu- 
nion , we are not likely to differ much in this 
point, But for the fir## of theſe ſuppoſitions, 
if there be any force in Scriprure-precepts, 
requiring obedience to onr Naritual Guides, 
or in Civil and Eccleſiaſtical Laws, which 
are very ſevere to that purpoſe , nothing can 
be more evident, than that all Engliſh Chri- 
ftians do owe communion and obedience to 
the Governors of the Charch of England , 
whoſe Government ſtands eſtabliſhed by 
' both ſorts of / ws , and is ſo acknowledged 
by the Declaration it ſelf. 
Defence of And your Friend Mr. Baxter is 
kis Cure, not obſcure in this point; We 
7.75. muſtown, ſaith he, a National 
Church , as it is improperly ſo denominated 
from the King, that is the Civil Head---- 
and as it-is a commit) of Chriſtians , and a 
pert 
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part of the Univerſal Church, Unzzed by the 
Concord of Her Paftors; who in Synods may 
repreſent the whole Miniſtry , and be the 
means of their Agreement. 

He faith; we muſt own the Vational 
Church : 1 ſay, then we muft not diſown Her, 
And muſt we not likewiſe own the King, as 
the Head thereof ? and all the Biſhops and 
Paſtors and Governors under Him? And 
then, what liberty is left us to dsſown, deny, 
or renounce their Perſons or Authority ? 

Let ſuch eſpecially, as have taken the 
Oath of Supremacy, and received Ordination 
from Epiſcopal hands, yet better conſider, 
thoſe ſolcmn Obligations upon them, added 
to the Laws; and take heed, in earneſt, of 
Perfitliouſneſs and Perjury. 

Let them conſider, what is to rexounre all - 
foraion Juriſdiction : and to their power to 
aſſiſt and defend all Juriſdiftion ( Spiritaed 
as well as Temporal ) granted or belonging ** 
the Kings Highneſs: and how well a renoun- 
cing Obedience to the Government of the 
Church, conſiſts with that which we have 
ſworn thercin, 

It is true, all are not called aftualy totake 
this Oath; yet it is as true, that the Aſmniſters 
and Officers of all Sorts, generally, are ; and 
all Graduates in the Unwerſiy : and for + 
ther:, as they are the Kings Subjes, they are 

un- 
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unqueſtionably taken to be, under the fame 
Obligation, as to the matter of it; and are 
bern (0 the Duty as well as the Priwiledge of 
Subjetts of this Realm: and thercfore, we 
find, that this Oathis Adminiſtred ; not on- 
ly to Oblige, but rather, asa Teſto trie, and 
alſo to ſecure the fidelity of ſuch, as take it, 
as is evident in the Srature, 

Again, let all Atinifters Ordained by Bi- 

ps (1 hope I have now to do with one) in 
the Name of God, ſeriouſly cenfider, what 
they promiſed to do at their Ordinarion; being 
molt ſolemnly enterogated by the Biſhop in the 
Name of God and of his Church, as the words 
arc. 

More particularly : the Biſhop demands ; 
Will you then give your faithful dilivence always 
for to Miniſter the Doitrine and Sacraments 
and Diſcipline of Chriſt, as the Lord hath Com- 
wanded ; and as This Church and Realm bath 
received the Same, according to Commandments 
of God, ſo that you may teach the People commit - 
red to your Cure and Charge, with all diligence, 
to keep and obſerve the yame. 

What Anſwer did you make hereunto? I 
will do ſo by the help of the Lord. And thus, 
you, at once acknowledge that the Doltrine, 
Sacraments and Dscipline of Chriſt as recei- 
ved by this Chwrch, arc according to Gods 
Commandments; and that you would grve 
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your fauhfut diligence always, ſo to Miniſter 
them, as this Church hath received them: and 
laſtly, that with ak di/zgence you would teach 
your People to obſerve the Same. 

Again, the _ demands ; Will yoll yeve- 
rently Obey your Ordinary, and other chief Mi- 
niſters, ants whons is commitzed the Charge and 
Government over you: following with a glad 
Mind and Will their Godly \denSattlons, 
and ſubmitting your ſelves to their Codly 

ment. 

What did you Anſwer to this ? I will Ao ſo, 
the Lord being my Helper. Wherein you both 
acknowledge the Government of the Church 0- 
ver you, and promiſe Obedience there\ints. 

And, it is no pleaſure to me, to obſerve; 
that one, that I dare not ſuſpeft, wot to be 
thus Ordained, ſhauld notwithſtanding theſe 

ſacred Obligations, ſeem, even to Print, to 
Glory, that he never took the Oath of Canons- 
cal Obedzence ;, which is, to obey bis Ordinary 
in all boneft and lawful things. 

Thus for the Ad«niFters : and for the Ptos 
ple, were they not generally Baptized by 
the Afinifters, and according to the Order 
and in the Pwblick, places of the Church of 
England ? Have they not ſince, given their 
Conſent, as Members, by their pablick_atten« 
dance upon the Worſhip of the Church of 
| England ? Have _ not generally _ 


50 Non. Contozmil's I2cew 
for « conſiderable time together, ſome many 
years, that relation to their particular Chur- 
ches and Paſtors ? 1s all this nothing to ſigni- 
fie their non with our Church, and Obls- 
gation to her Government? Is it nothing in 
our Authors, Judgement ? I cannot belizve 
it; I am ſure 'tis Pmcrhins in Mr, Baxters 
Opinion, as T ſhall ſhew anon, 

But wherein are we obliged to obey our 
Governours as we are Members of the Church 
of England ? The meaſure of this Obedience, 
arc the Laws and Canens and the Rubrick in 
the Litzrey : and the main Scope aud'inten- 
tion of al theſe, ' is to direct yori how yon 
are to Worſhip God in our Pavochiat Afﬀem- 
blics; as alſo, to demean your felves in all 
due Reverence to your Superiours, and Bro- 
therly love and fellowſhip together, as Mem- 
bers of the ſame Body,the Church of England. 

And to diſſolve 6r fenownce thh on; Com- 
munion with our Brethren (as'well as with 
Governours ) in thole Aſſemblies,” apt in that 
Worſhip, is ſo far to tenoutce that Communi- 
or Which we ow, arid is dre from vs all to ths 
Church of England; and is that thing, which 
is deſervedly branded with the black Name 
of Schiſme from the Charch of England : 
( which is the other Branch of thar Schiſme 
before mentioned ) eſpecially, if the Deri- 
ers proceed to the Eretting of Anti Chur- 
ches, 
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ches, as Mr. Baxter properly calls them- 

For our ſeveral Parochial Aſſemblies, arc 
Parts and Members of the Great Body of our 
Church, into which, the Church is divided 
for our Convenient Worſhiping of God, (as 
you heard in the Definition) wherein, all z#- 
dividual perſons are bound to attend upon 
Gods Worthip according to the foretaid 
Rules, quatenus Members of this Church of 
Emn»land. 

But I ſhgjl have an occafion to ſpeak larg- 
ly, of Schiſme from particular Congregati- 
ons, in another place; and at preſent, would 
fain hope, that ſome thing bath been ſaid to 
ſhew what Schiſme from the Church of Eng- 
land is, | 

This is the Sum. Schiſme from the Churth 
of England 3: a ſinful dividing from Her, in 
Her Governours, Members, Worſhip or Afem- 
blies. Which, and much more 15 done by 
thoſe that diſpiſe her Government, renounce 
her Worſhip and Communion with Her AMom- 


| bers in; the[Publick, places of it; and Erect 


New Congregations for a new manner of Wor- 
ſhip and Diſcipline, under other Governowre, 
in oppoſition thereunto ; accorcing to. the 

Laudable practiſes now on foot 
By this time, I hope, my Anſwerer ſees, 
after his long and ranging Scrutiny. for the 
diſcovery of this Schiſm , and all in vain, 
E 2 how 
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how pertinently he demands, p. 38. 5. ever) 
diff erence , in things unneceſſary, from the Ma- 
jor part, 4 Schiſm from them ? 
is, p. 39. "7s or diſchedience to the 
Church that i oxr Schiſm. 1 his he ſaies, and 
then quickly wipes it off, with his own plea. 
ſant Anſwer ; But Fidelity ro ony Kino com- 
mandeth the diſownins of T'ſarpers. But 1 
might ſpoil his Afth, ſhould | examine his | 
Weaning - | 
Again, p. 40. he cties out ; Whoever took, | 
any Aft of Diſebedience in « Cirenmſtance to be | 
: 


a Schiſm ? 
Bur, in earneſt, had not theſe little frirks 
and extravagancies been happily prevented, 
had he heeded me at firft ? is a ſinful davs- 
ding from the Church, in Hcr Government 
and Worſhip, and ſetting up Churches in op- 
poſition to Her, in both, is this no more than 
a difference in things unneceſſary from the Aſa | 
jor part, or than a bare Att of Diſobedience in| 
a Circumſtance ? | know you will not ſay it :} 
and 'tis vain to ſay, that yow intead no more:} ( 
I wfote againſt thoſe that do. 7 
What has he more to Anſwer ? Why, theg x 
Schiſm I mention, p. 39. is not ſuch as Aſar? } 
tin and Gildas made ? what then? if it bet n 
worſe, it is not ſuch, You ſhould rather have$] (; 
compar'd your Brethren in this mew Work 
to the other Marin, called Mar-Prelate. 
But 


, 
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But this artin, you ſay, Renounced Com- 
munion with the Biſhops and their Synods ( al 


bis life ) who bad proſecuted the Priſfillianiſts 


| hve rold you in the fm of Martin, bow be ſogs- 
3 


with the Secn'ar Sword : and Gildas pronenn« 
ced bim no excellexe Chriſtian that called the 
Brittiſh Clergy in hs rime,Ptrieſts or Miniſters, 
and not Traitors, 4s be did himſelf : yet. neither 
of theſe holy men are called Seperatiſts or Schife 
maticks. 

W hat follows ? might they not be Schiſ- 


| matick;, though they were not called ſo? You 


will find ſome edvantage by the Argument, 
for I have not called yew fo, yet. Perhaps 


! Gildas might be bold with his Brethren, and 
| call them Trasors;, but if wnjuſtly, 'twas iff 


done, though no Schiſme, If juitly; there 
may be Prodztores found of your acquaintance 
too, I make no doubt; though, if you do 
not urge me much, I ſhall not call tnem ſo, 


.3 You do not think that rwne is returned upon 
n} us, and that be hath not the Charatter of an 
1 excellent Chriſtian, that hath not the gift, of 
:| cling the Prieſts Trawnore, 


So much for Gildgs : But for his Gempa- 
nion Afarrin, | might have given him Copeſer 


* Entertainment, had it not been for the kind- 
| neſs of Another Gi/das, that not long fence, 


ſpake raore in his favour, than you do now. 
His words, oa his behalf, are theſe; 7 
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Baxters rated from the Synod of thoſe Individu- 
Defence, al Biſhops; and from rheir Local 
P- 7% Communion without Seperation from 
the Office, the Churches, or any other Biſhop : 
And then for ought I know Afartin might 
be a good honeſt fellow, Do you all the re#?, 
that be did, and by my conſent, you ſhould 
be excuſed from ſirting sn Synod-s. 

For Marti it ſeems denied not Commun - 
on with the Chxrches ; much leſs ſet up an Al- 
rar and Church of his own in oppolition to 


OO ——— 


them : Tf he had done ſo, I would have ſaid | 


be had been a Rank Schiſmatick,, though 1 
ſpare yos. 

It is confeſt that the Presbyterians do ge- 
nerally agree, that the Dsſcs- 
| linary part, or Form of Go- 
a. - hy yy nou Ly is not Eſſential to a 

" "National Church ; yet they 
affirm, that the Verity of a Natioanal Church, 
conliſts in its Agreement in the ſame Do{trine 
and Worſhip: and conſequently, though 4f- 
ferences in Dottrine arc not, yet a breach of 
its Umty, and making dsvfrons in a point of 
Worfbip, is a plain Schiſme from a National 
Church acording to the Principles of the Preſ- 
byterians. Mr. Cawdrey ſpake not his own pe- 
calzar opinion, when he ſaid, p.178. I believe 
thoſe men, that raiſe difſerences in a Reformins 


Vid, Cawdry In- 
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perſiſt in keeping open thoſe Divs/iens, Sepera- 
tins alſo into other new hes; doe as well 
delerve the name of Schiſmazicks, as thoſe 
that 'make differences, in one Particular 
Church, 

Upon the whole, then, you perceive how 
aptly you 43k, p. 42. Whether a Miniſter may 
not remove from one Pariſh to another; or any 
man remove bis dwelling into another Pariſh, 
&c. and be no Schiſmarick? an old objection 
of Dr. Owens, and anſwered by Mr. Caw- 
drey : that they 'remeve to Churches of the 
ſam: Conſtitution , a thing never queſtioned, 
but alwaies allowed, both by the Union and 
Cuſtome of this National Church. 

Again, and alike perrinently you ask, Whe- 
ther a Seperation of one Pariſh from another be 
Scbiſm ? or whether I mcan by it, 4 Local 
Seperation only, as you gravely enquire, p. 
23. Or , whether lutle diFerences in the modes 
of Worſhip, particularly, in the manner of the 
Aimnſters Prayer ( and he ſhould bave ad- 
ded, sn dividing his Text) be Schiſm ? but 
he prevents my Anſwer, by denying" theſe 
himſelf. Thoſe that differ chws, he faith,'and 
thereby doubtleſs very wiſely and to gene- 
ral Satisfaction determineth ; theſe, ſaith he, 
Pp. 34+ 4re not Seperated Churches, an otherwiſe 
than Local, and in ſuch Modal Diferences, 

Thus, what the Church of England, and 
E 4 wht 
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what Schiſm from it, is, But at the begin- 
ning of the diſcourſe, 'twas hinted; that if 
we would conſider. the Church of England, 
not erganice but entirative, as ſome ſpeak ; 
that is, as it is a part or member of the Uni- 
verſal viſible Church; even in this confide- 
ration of it, Separation and the preſent pra- 
Qice of gathering Churches, is a Schs/m in 
the Church of England, if not o from it. And 
by thoſe inteffine Ruptures and rents it is cau- 
ſing in the midſt of her, gives her too much 
cauſe to complain ; O my Bewels, my Bowel: / 
While it tears in pieces her O/d and Started 
C ations; tramples upon her Lawrgy; 
defies her Worſhip; renounceth her Paſtors ; 
throws down all her ancient Land-marks and 
laudable bound; of her particular Churches ; 
and endeavours every where to Erect new 
Altars and Seperate Churches that were ne- 
ver before heard of in the Chriſtian world, but 
amongſt ws/d and deſperate and Schiſmatical 
Seltaries. 

Bur, this will meet us in the next Chapter, 
when we ſpeak of Schiſm from particular 


Congregations. 
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CHAP. IX. 


57. 


Gathering Churches, « Schiſme from parts- 
cular Parochial Churches, The geacral Na- 
ture of Schiſm, 


Y Ap preſent pratice of Gathering Chur- 
ches , is not only a Schiſm from the 
Church of England , but a Schiſm alſs from 
our particular Parochial Congregations, 

This comes now to be evine'd; and1 
ſhall take my advantage for the doing of it, 
from an Obſervation of Mr, Caw- : 
drey againſt Dr. Owen, and the w—_ 
Independents. Fhere was, ſaith 4 _— 
he, and s, another Church-Statein © © 
England in our particular Churebes: from 
theſe, alſs, they have moſt of them, as once of 
them, ( or, they had been once of ther. ) 
Palpably Separated. 

| am now to charge the preſent practice, 
of our New Church oatherers, and their New 
Churches , with the like Schiſin , from parti- 
cular Parochial Churches, whercof they are, 
or lately were, Members, and ought fo ts 
have continued, 

To cut our work as ſhort as may be; I 
ſhall confine my ſtrength withia one Arga- 
went; Which I conceive the cic2reſt, and 
moft 
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moſt likely to put an end te the matter in 
debate; and 'tis taken from the nature and 
definition of Schiſm : wherein we ſhall ſhew, 
what we are to underſtand by Schiſm ; and 
how the preſent gathering of Charches out of 
our Churches agrecs with it ; wot doubting, 
but then, the concluſion will find jts own 
way well cnough, 

What is Schiſm then? I ſhall give you 
the eaſieft and the leaſt controverted defins- 
rion of it; and ſuch, as was never excepted 
againſt by any Presbyterian that I ever heard 
of: "Tis this; Schiſm is a cauſleſr, or as 0- 
thers, a voluntary, unwarrantable ſeparation 
from a true Church. 

Here are ewo parts to be conſidered in the 
general ; _ from a true Church ; and 
the formal, | ar and diſtinguiſhing part of it, 
coucht in the words cauſleſs, or unwarrant- 
#ble and voluntary. 

I. Schi/m us howin from a tr ue Church, 
it is ſo, in the proper and peculiar nota- 
Camerey, tion of it: the word ».iaus, Schiſm, 
cap. ds is a ſtranger to prophane Authors , 
Schiſ. and the Old Teſtament , and is only 
to be found in the New Teſtament ; ſo that it 
only intends ſomething about the Chriſt:ax 
Church; and what that is, muſt be under- 
ſtood by the New Teſtament, and Eccle- 
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fraſtical Writers , who have taken it chence. 

It is commonly affirmed , that in the Scrs- 
prure-uſe of it , it ſoraetimes ſignifies diviſions 
among Chriſtians in opinjon only : but I have 
obſerved, that uſually thoſe opintons,were ſuch 
as had a tendency to diviſions in prattice ," as 
I am of Pax, &c. but 'tis generally acknow- 
ledged that differences in prattice, eſpecially 
touching Divine Worſhip (whether from the 
ſignification of the werd, which is properly 
a rent or diviſion , or whether from the more 
fiequent »ſe of it chat way in Serzpture, or for 
ſome othcy reaſon) 1 ſay, difference in pra- 
ftice about Dwvine Worſhip , hath long ſince 
. obrained and apprepriated to it ſelf the name 
of Schiſm. 

Sometimes ſich diviſion 5n the Church , 
when there hath been no attual ſeparation 
from the Church, 1s conceived to 
be called Schiſm in Scripture. 3 Cov. 1. 10, 

And this notion excluſive of all other kind of 
Schiſm in Scripture, Dr. Owen eſpouſed, con- 
trary both to Scriprare reaſon , and the gene. 
ral apprehenſion of the Ancient and Afoder7t 
Divines, as Mr. Cawarey hath ſufficiently 
argued, 

Separation from a Church is a more obvious 
diviſen, and conſequently a more notorious 
kind of Schiſm; and it ſecms more reaſon- 


able 
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able to argue , if the Holy Ghoſt called the 
fri buds and beginnings of Rpmnen, by 
the name of Schiſm, it was to deter the divs- 
ders from the ſin in its ripeneſs and accuſed 
frets, which more bawoufly merited that 
black rule; as our _ calls IuiF , adul- 
tery. Schiſma ſeperdt ab Eccleſia; Schiſm ſc- 
= tes Gm {<q oohrdy ſaith St. Hjerom. 
To proceed, thu ſeparation from the 
Church , as a learned Presbyterian aſſertcth, 
is from the Church as Cathelick, which he 
calls Donats/m, or from a particular Church ; 
. and that, faith he, is properly Seperatiſm. 
Laſtly, this Schilmatical ſeperation is ne- 
Cameon, fative Or poſitive ;, the former is 08» 
de Schiſ. ly ſimplex ſeceſſio, when men do 
peaceably and quietly withdraw their cons- 
munion from the Church , in pert or in whole, 
to enjoy their conſciences in a private way. 
The other, called poſtive ſeperation, is when 
perſons rhus withdraws , do gather into a di- 
ſtint and oppoſite body, ſetting up a Church 
againſt a Church, to worſhip God in a ſe- 
pcrated way themſelves; which St. Augu- 
ſtine calls, a ſetting up Alrar againſt 
$Kng.16. Aear; alluding to that aCt of King 
Abaz., in ſetting up an Altay of his own 
making, aftey the faſhion of that which he 
ſaw at Damaſcus , belides the Lord's Altar. 
And 
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And this is it , ſaith Cameron, and moſt thar 
write upon the point, which in a peculiar 
manner, and by way of emineney is, and de- 
ſerves to be called by the name of Schſm. 

Thus we fee, that garhering out ſelves into 
new Churches, is the complement and perſes 
Ction of Schiſm; the very Apex & extrema 
Schiſmatis linea, as Cameron. ſpeaks. 

This evil, as I lately hinted, hath its begin- 
ninss, and uſually goes on by degrees to this 
perfettion. In the Church of Corn , it firſt 
began with a faltiows efteeming of one Aani- 
fter above another : One faith, 7 11, 
a» of Poul, &c. at length it came of pyine. 
to Lrx@- of bus hy Aprmeiar, Which bf Con, 
Mr. Baxter renders emalation, ſtrife Þ- * 
and /epararion , or fattions , or dividing into ſes 
veral parties. This appeared ſomewhat high- 
er, Chap. 11. for they would not cat theif 
Love-Feafts , and Parexs thinks , they would 
not cat the Lord's Supper together ; but thoſe 
that were for Pax] would communicate a- 
mong themſelves; ſo thoſe that were for A- 

Kos, and thoſe that were for Perry. 

And though they did not gather cbew/tlves 
into tated Congregations, or abſolutely (e. 
perate into ſeveral Churches , ( for 
they came together , though to little Chap.1t. 
purpoſe ) yet their divi/iens arc not 


only 
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only called Schiſm, but a deſpi/ing the Church 
of God. 

But if this progreſs of Schiſm was ſo ſmart- 
ly rebuked , we may the lets wonder to find 
the Apoſtles ſo very ſevere againſt the Gno- 
flicks, and thoſe more perfetbed Schiſmaticks, 
that afterwards drew Diſciples after them whol- 
lj from the Church , and made falſe Apoſtles 
and Anti-Churches. am?.s, [{«11:5 
extra terminos Eccleſie educentes, 
Clem, Ales, Jegregantes fideles a fidelibus, and 

makmg diſtinct and ſeperate, 
and oppoſite parties and meetings for the wor- 
Traft of ſhip of God. Mr. Hale obſerves theſe 
Schiſm, two things make Schifm complear, the 
p.3- . chaſing of a Biſhop in oppoſition to the 
former , a thing + requent among the 
Ancients, and which many times. was the 
cauſe and effef+ of Schiſm ; and then the ere- 
fing of a new Church for the dividing parts 
to meet in publickly, and this he calls Eccle- 
ſraſtical ſedition; and Ames , peccatum gra- 
viſſimum ; a moſt grievous ſin, both in its 
#ature and effetts: For Diviſion , ſo far as it 
proceeds, whether in Natural, Civil, or Ec 
cleſiaſtical Bodies, is the diſſolution and deſtru» 
Chon of it, 


Orecumen ws. 
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CHAP. X. 


The differencing Nature of Schiſm. The An- 
ſwerers Objections anſwered ;: eſpecially rhe 
Preaching of the ejected Afiniſters. 


I Will ſuppoſe, we are agri{that the ve- 
neral nature of Schiſm 1s a ſepera- 
tion from a true Church as we haveſhew'd ; 
but to make it »nlawfal, and to merit the 
evil and «ſual ſence of the word, itnuſt be 
canſieſs, unwarramable, and as Mr. Hales 
term is, unneceſſary; when it is ſo, is to be 
carefully ſtated : for this indeed is the pun- 
ttm difficultatis , and the very hinge upon 
which this controver ſie turns, 

Herein, that1 _ prepare to argue with 
due cloſeneſs , I ſhall continue to aim at the 
ſence of Presbyterians : And asI have before, 
I ſhall here alſo follow the ſteps of Mr. 
Brinſley, late Miniſter of Tarmonth , not only 
becaulc his Book of Schiſm ſeems to me jus 
diciow , and exact as to our pomt : ani he 
ther-in follow ſo excellent a perſon as Ca- 
meron. but likewiſe for that he was an emi- 
nent Non- conformift ( as a Miniſter only) 
for I have been well informed , that though 
ke ceaſed preaching at Bartholomew , 1652, 
yet 
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yet he kept no private meetings, but ordi- 
natily attended on the publick, worſhip, in 
the place where he lived : beſides, his Book 
was licenſefl by Mr. Cranford , with a ſuffi 
cient commendation ; and was Preacht ard 
Printed in the Presbyterian Service againſt 
the Scibaries; and no doubt, hi Brethren of 
that perſwaſien did then heartily concar with 
him 1n the poixe. 

This Mr. Brinſley, p. 34, 35. ſtates the 
matter thns; Sepcration is unwarrantable , 
cither for the ground or manner; the former 
an wnjuit, thelarter a raſh ſeperation, cach a 
Schiſm ; wherein he follows Cameron. 

I ſhall vary his zctbed a little , but keep 
cloſe to his fenſe; and then an «1ju#t ſepa- 
ration is two-ſold ; cither when there is no 
cauſe, and it is abſolutely cauſieſs; or 
when the cavſc is ght, and not ſuthcient to 
warrant it, Seperation w raſh, when there 
being cauſe ſuppoſed ſufficient, yet it is done 
in an 4ndue manner. 

I. Separation is xja#F , when it is withour 
cauſe given by the Church; and as he cn- 
largeth, © Whew there is no Perſecution, no 
« ſpreading Error or Hereſie, no Idolatry, no 
« Superſtition maintained or practiſed , bat 
<« the Church is pexceable and pure , and that 
* both for Dottrine and Worſhip; and in a 
* good 
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« 200d nicaſure free from ſcandals (which no 
« Church ever wholly was) now in ſuch a caſe 
to ſeperate, is an wnjuſt ſ:pcration , and 
* Schiſm. | 

If this be indeed the fate of the caſe, whe- 
ther the parties think, they have canſe to ſe- 
perate or not, I think it is not much mate- 
tial, except to aggravate their erime : For, if 
they chink they have cauſe, they are plain 
Seperatiſts ; and if they do tor think ſo, agd 
yet divide the Church by a ſeperation. cauſes 
leſs, in their own openion as well as rrath, they 
are far worſe. Neither will any wantonneſ? 
of ſpirit of this kind , though boy'd up by a 
diftaſte taken at our Guides, or an higher 
elteera of other Teachers , or pretences of. 


greater purity, much leſs an if will to the ſtate 


of the Church from which we ſhall thus fe- 
perate, admit an excuſe from any ſober and 
wiſe man. 

2. There may be ſome cauſes of offerite 


| given us by our Church, but they ſuck, as 
| may by no meancs warrant a ſepcration :; 


cauſe of offence is not always cauſe of ſepe- 
ration ; Which our Axthor calls a light cauſe. 
He enlargeth ; *P offibly ſome fleight oppef 
* tzon , or perſecution, ut may be, by ſome 
* {mall pecuniary Mulcts; ſome lefſer errors 
©<in Doctrine, not fundamental, nor near 
© the foundation DE co in or about 

*©mwe 
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« the werſhip of God , but thoſe not deſtr- 
* five to the Qrdinancesz being not in ſub- 
* Fance , but in ceremony ;, and theſe ſuch as 
the perſon offended is not enforced to-be 
« ativein; ſcandals few, and thoſe only tole- 
« rated, not allowed. All tolerable cvils, 
©« (ych as charuy may well bear with ; this 
© oround 15 not fofBicicnt to bear a ſepcration, 
You ſee he is fall and particular ; and .in all 
this ,* 1 believe he referred in his thoughts to 
the ſtate of our Church heretofore , as in the 
former he ſtruck at the Popi(h, 

The learged Ame/izs, whoſe Principles 
were ſomewhat Congregational , hath ſaid 

much to the ſame purpoſe in a few 
Col. i words. Separation from a true Churcls 
Schiſm, us ſometimes lawful , if one Cannot re- 

main in its communion , linc commu- 
nicatione in peccatis, without communicatin 
in ber ſins: if there be manifeſt danger . 
ſeduttion, and if we arc compell'4 todepart 
by oppreſſion and perſecution. Thus ke. And 
we may ſuppoſe he thought he made a full 
enumeration of all the juit cauſes of depart- 
ing from a true Church; and that in any 
"her caſe ſeperation was unlawful. 

Others indeed have more compendzonſly 
and fully drawn all the »wes in this caſe into 
one point, Seperation is arwarrantable , if * 
communion with the Church may be wih- | 
ont 
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et ſin. And indeed what can juſtige a pra» 
Etice ſo contrary to leve and peace , and of 
ſo dangerous conſequence , but the avoiding 
of ſm? Our general Anſwer to the eharge 
of Schiſa by the Papiſts is, we muſt not par- 
take with your ins; and | think a# parties 
conſent in this commen propoſition , where the 
conditions of communion with a Church are 
ſinful , we are not bound to.that communion. 
for we muſt obey God rather then man. 

I am ſure this was current 
Doctrine with the Non-confor- 
miſts, called Puritans hereto- 
fore, in the defence of communion with the 
Church of England. © Let the abuſes (faith 
* Mr. Ball) be many or great, yetif I may be 
© preſent at the true worſhip of God without 
* {#, (conſent unto , or approbation of ſuch: 
* abuſes or corruptions) in voluntary ſeper.r- 
* rz0n, I {in againſt Ged, his Church, and mine 
* own ſou. | 

This was alſo undoubted by the late Pref- 
byteriaxs ; in ſtead of many, let 
Mr. Cawarey againſt Dr. Owen Independ. a 
be heard, for methinks he ſpeaks g1#at 3ch1{m1, 
to the purpoſe. It is (faith he) no 
duty of Chriſts impoſing , no priviledg of 
his purchaſing , cither to deprive a mans ſelf 
of his Ordinances for other mens [ins ;, or to 


ſet up a mew Church in oppoſition to a rue 
F 2 Church, 


Hy Defence, 


2, Par. 22:. 


68 Fon-Cervfo;wifis i w- 
Church, as no Church rightly conſtituted for 


want of ſome reformation in leſſer matters. 
And Mr. Corbet , and the Author of Evange- 
lical Peace and Unity , it 1 underitand him, 
-puts the whole debate upon the ſawe rfſxe 
with us, So Bagſhaw alſo, oc. 

Among thele light cauſes, which will by 
| no means warrant a ſeperation, 
Cure of Chunch Mir. Baxter hath laboured to 

P3291. throw down theſe four Super ſti- 
tions , 45 he calls them , which ſome re/igious 
people have brought up. 

1. «That we are guilty of the fins of all 
« unworthy communicants, if we communicate 
<« with them, though their admiſſion is not by 
&« our faxlt. 

2. * That he wheſe judgement is againſt 
'« a Dioceſan Church, may not lawfully join 
« with a Pariſh Church, if the Miniſter be 
© but ſubjel# to the Dioceſan. 

3. © That whatſoever is 
_ Cure of Church unlawfully commanded , is 
"opens, p:194- «not lawful to be obeyed. 

4. * That it is unlawful to do any thing 
*in the Worſhip of God which is «mpoſed 
* by men, and is not commanded it ſclf in the 
& Scriprure. 

But enough of the falſe sraunds of ſepe- 
ration that render it cauſleſs ; for that they 
arccither really none , or elſc light or sn/«f- 
ficrent, The 
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The Second Exception againſt Seperation 
was taken from the undue manner of procce- 
ding i it, for which it is termed Raſh; and 
therefore Schiſmatical ; though the ground be 
7«#F, That is, as Mr. Brinſly explaiheth him- 
ſelf, p 25. *When it is ſudden and heady : 
* without due endeavour and expettance of Re- 
* formation in the Church : it is then Raſh, 
* and conſequently an anwarrantable Separa- 
* tion, in as much as it is oppoſite to Charity. 

Mr. Baxters Advice is excellent here : *If 
© Corruption; blemiſh and diſho- 
© nor the Congregation ; doe not Cure of 
© ſay (let fx alone; I muſt not _ Dry, 
© oppaſe it for fear of Diviſion) ** ©*: 

* but be the farwardeſt to reduce all to the will 
* of God. And yet, if you cannot prevail, as 
* you deſire ; be the backwardeft to Divide 
*and Seperate; and do it not, without a 
* certain Warrant, and extream neceſſity. Rc- 
* ſolve with Auftine, 1 will not be the Chaff, 
*and yet I will not go out of the Floor,though 
*the Chaff be there. Never give over your 
* juſt deſire and endeavour of Reformation, and 
© yct as long as you can poſkible avoid it, for- 
© {ſake not the Church, . which you deſire to 
© Reform. As Paul ſaid, tathem that were t 
* forſake a Sea-wrack'd Veſlel, If theſe abide 
© not in the Ship, ye Cawnas be ſaved. Many a 
© one, by unlawful flying, and hifting for his 
3 © own 
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© own greater Peace and Safety, doth much 
© more hazard his own and other s. 

3. Ames gives me occaſion to hint one 
thing more : Seceſſio vero Totals, &c. A To- 
tal Seceſſion or Seperation with abſolute renoun- 
cing or rejeiting all Commnmon, canmt be law- 
fully prattreed towards a True Church : but par- 
tal only, quatenus Communio, ſo far 4s Com- 
munion cannot be exerciſed wuhout ſin. Ca. 
de Schiſ. 307. 

I Wiſh heartily, my Brethren would con- 
ſider, whether not only renouncing all Com- 
wwnion with, but ſetting up other Churches a- 
gainſt our Churches, be not, in his ſence, a 
Total Seperation; and conſequently Snful. 
Or whether you, that ſo uſe us, do yet re- 
tain Commanon with our Pariſh-Churches {6 
faras you know you may without ſin. But this 
by the way: 

The Summe is, when the Church gives no 
ſach cauſe of offence, as may juſtifhe Sepera- 
tion ; when the Conditions of her Communi- 
on require nothing of her Members, whereby 
if they Communicate, they ſhall be A#ual 
S»mers; when perſons, let the cauſe be never 
fo juſt, ſhall unadviſcdly, without due endea- 
vorrs.and-patient expettance of a Reformatio::: 
laftly, when they ſhall for ſome few things, 
at which .they take offence, rorally forſake 
Communion with a 7rxe Church, and gather 


them» 
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themſclves into Anti-Charches ; they are, in 
allrheſe C afſtt, gailty of Schiſme, in the judg- 
ment of the moſt Non-Confermiſts, of all ſorts, 
and, indecd, of all men, that have conſidered 
the Point and the Narare of Schiſm. The Aſ- 
ſumption, we ſhall make bereafter--- and at 
-preicnt, only take netice of what the An- 
ſwertr hath ſaid ro prevent it. 

He gives us; p 16,17. eight Differences, be- 
twixt the Old Seperrarifts and the Preſers Non- 
Conformiſts ; and then concludes in all theſe, 
they ditter fron Seperarifts,, though they: ge- 
ther Churches. Thele dittcrences are particy- 
larly conſidered hereafter. The fir#t tbree- of 
theie Differences, are a Complement to wand 
our Pariſhes t 'the foray next, are a Complement 
to themſclver:inthe lat, I thinkyhg isin carneſt 
for himſelf,” wut he hath ro dowith # hrad- 
ſtrons party,thvat will not obey either his Word 
or Example, in deſiring nothing more, than with 
Love and Concord to carry on with us the ſame 
work of Chriſt. But what is aff rhis, to excuſe 
them [rom being Seperariſts, that run away 
from us, and draw Deſciples after them : that 
rcfuſe (] am ſure in fat, whatever ſome may 
ſay) the leaſt Communion with us, in our pub- 
lick Aſſemblies, and gather New-Churches for 
themtelves out of them. ; | 

This they do, though you know we, gene- 
rally, have ze given them Cawſe togo it: And 
F 4 they 
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they do it Rafbly, and Totally, and all your 


lietle devices, will never alter the Nature of 


things, or excuſe it from groſs Schsſm in the 
Zudgment of all that were not Seperatifts, and 

ſpake their mind, before the preſent 7 empea- 
tion dazled mens eyes. 

'Tis in vain to flic to your Common yy 
the ſtrength of this Argument will not ſufter 
you to be quict in it ; who ever before you 
made this a warrantable ground of Seperation, 
that they might Serve God berter ? if finding 
peſirrve Faules in our worſhip, would not ex- 
cuſe thew heretofore ;, much leſs will negative 
ones excuſc you from Seperation. But they 
thought thoſe were faults and at Cauſes of 
Seperation which were or; true, and they 
were miſtaken : but yet, they had more to 
fay for themſelves, it ſeems, than 'you 
have, who do the ſame things, without alledg- 
ing ſo mach ground, and think to be wholly 
free, from the ſame charge. 

Sir, Schifm conſiſts in prattice ; and whate- 
ver you think on't, or, however you would 
F1lliate the matter, where that prattice that 
truly anſwers the definition of Schiſm is 
found, it will be Schiſm do what you can. Is 
there any /nſticntion of Chriſt, that they muſt 

gather Churches ont of (rue Charches,to make a 
purer Church? Ani.Mr. Cawarey Indep.p.igs. 

But I prevent my deſign : Shiſm, we have 
fhewed 


: 
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ſhewed is a canſeleſs uywarrantable Soperation, 
and 'tis true; and ſo my Anſwerer might have 
underſtood we, and his Brethren, in my laſt; I 
ſpake in the language of the Presbyrerians,and 
a little Candowr , would have ſuppoſed that 
both, I and they, intended by gathering Chur- 
ches out of Churches, ſuch as was — un- 
werrantable and wuneceſſary; for that, they 
were ſtill ready, if need required, to prove 
the /ndependant Separarion ſuch, as I ſhall be, 
anon, to do yours. 

It is, therefore, ſome trouble to me to hear 
you ask,as if ſomthing of Aroument were lodg'd 
in it; Whether @ perſons removal from one Pariſh 
te another to inhabit there, were Schiſm ? p. 48. 
and yet I conceive, you have it more than 
twice over in your book. You ask again,muſt 
no Chxrches be gathered out of Rome? I fear 
not many for you: but for a full and plain an- 
ſwer to this, | remit you to Mr.. Baxters Cure 

7 Church Divijjons, p.81,82, 83. Which if it 
rem not plain and full ro you, it is becauſe You 
under ſt 1nd not Chriſtian Senſe and Reaſon. 

Again, p. 44.did not the Parliament take a 
Church ont of a Church when they ſeperated Ca- 
vent-Garden from Martins Pariſh? doubtleſs, 
'twas cither with cauſe or not; 'twas warrant- 
able or not; 'twas neceſſary or not : but the jeſt 
is ſpoiled, if it were aChurch of the ſame Con- 

ftitution, with conſent of the perſens concern'd & 
by lawful Authority. Had 
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Had you no place to argue Schiſmarical but 
Covent-garden;] would advife you,as a friend, 
to take a little more heed what you ſay abevit 
that place,for fear of one of thoſe Schiſmaricks 
which in other places, you honor, as Ofarp- 
ers, concern'd in your next Sefton. | 
But behold the 1an at Arms fully Accou- 
tred, without all fear, but a great deal of wi; 
and courage makes a challenge to the faltons 

Diſpneers, as 1s Catholick language is:and 'tis 

this, as you may read it under his own hand. 
Obj. undertake, ſaith he, to prove,- that 

Dr. Manton, Dr. Seaman, cc. with the Ped- 
ple ſubjeft to them, as Paſtors, were true Chur- 
ches. Prove you, if you can, that on Aug.24 03. 
they were degraded, and theſe Charehes were 
ditfolved in any reaſon, which avy Church es for 
600. years after Chriſt, would. If not, you ſeem 
your ſelf ro accuſe their Succeſlors of Schiſm, 
for a» awing part of the people from them meerly 
by the Advantage of having the Temples ant 
Tythes, and ſo gathering Churches out uf 
true Churches, | 

Anſ. A Marvellous Undertaker! he will un- 
dertake to prove one Propofſttion, and let the 
re\t ſhift for them felves. 

- Dr. Adanon and Dr. Sraman, and their 
People were true Churches : and this he will 
prove : but what if a man ſhould ventureto 
diſappoint him, and ner deny it ? 

Agun; 
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Again; -proveif you can, that theſe Paſt- 
ors were degraded, and theſe Churches diffol» 
ved Aug. 24.62. 

But - what if a man has a mind to be 
friends with him herc too ? and ſhould grant 
that choſe Miniſters were not degraded then, 
but only ejetted and inhibited the exerciſe of 
their Miniſtry within the Church of Fngland: 
and that choſe Churches were not difſoly'd by 
having New Paſtors; no more, than the 
Kingdom when the King dies. And yet, cer- 
tainly the K'ng and People, are as much the 
Conſtitxtive parts of @ Kingdem; as Paſtor 
and People of a Church. 

Who will ſay, that conſiders what he 
ſaith, that a parttculer Church is diſſolved by 
the death or removal of the Paſtor. The River 
is the Samt, though the Lands on cach fide, 
change their Propreetors. | 

But what then 2 Suppoſe all this be quiet- 
ly granted him, what then ? then, thoſe that 
ſucceeded them are Schiſmaticks ; or you ſeem 
to accuſe them - of Schiſm : how ſo? for 
drawing away par of the people from thera. 


Whither? to another manner of WW cor(bip 


which the Laws required ; and which,. the 
Ejetted refuſed. 

But how did they dr»w the People ? by do- 
ing their 47 in the Temples, as by good Au- 
thority /-r##mred and Indnited thereunte. In- 


ſtitu- 
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ftizmred as Paſtors to have the Cure of Soul; ; 
and Indufted into the Temples and Tythes 

But laſtly, why do you ſay they drew a 
part of the people onely, and not the whole ? 

Ought not che whole, worſhip God undi- 
vided, and with owe accord in the Temples ? or 
mult the place be removed with the Paſtor ? 1 
quire not who made the dzfference, but I know 
who makes the Dsvi/con, let them anſwer it 
how they can, to God and the King, the 
Church and their Succeſſors. 

Thoſe Paſtors were Ejetted out of the Tem- 
ples by lawful Auhorgty: the People are bound 
to worſhip God in the Temple, as they have 
epportunity ; and no where elſe, in oppoſition 
to the publick Worſhip: ( the Conſequence 
here, | think may vie with yours above ) 
therefore, theſe Paftors bad ne opportunity to 
exerciſe their Paſtoral Office to thoſe People; and 
where there us no opportunity, there us no duty ;, in 
Mr. Baxters Divinity , Second Admon. to 
Bag ſh. 96. 

But you ſay, you muſt Preach, the Reve- 
xend Dr. Gouge _ : No © The Inhibiti. 

*on of Jdolators and- Infidels 
yr _—_ © wade ſimply againſt preach. 
fy Gon. 170. 

* ing of the Goſpel,becauſe they 
* would have it utterly Suppreſſed in this 
© caſe, he ſaith, no ſ#fficzent inhibition to bind 
© the Conſcience; it is directly and apparent- 

c ly 
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*ly contrary to Gods Word. But when Chr;- 
© tian Magiſtrates inhibite Miniſters to 
* Preach, it is becauſe they think them un- 
© fit and unmeet, either for ſome notorious 
* Crimes, or for ſome Erronious Opinions, to 
* exerciſe their Miniſterial Functions. In theſe 
© Caſes, Such asare ſo inhibited, ſo far forth 
© as they are inhibited, Ought not to Preach. 
© Neither are particular and provare men 
© (much leſs the parries inhibited) to Judge of 
©the Cauſe of the inhibition, whether it be 
* juſt or unjuſt : but as they who are appoint- 
*ed by the preſent Government, to Ordein 
© Miniſters, are to judg of their fitneſs there- 
* unto; ſo likewiſe, of their wnfiensſs. 

I have thought hitherto, that dsſfini#:ox of 
the Office, and of the exerciſe of that Office, 
had gone uncontroled among Presbyrerians : 
and that, though the Afiniſters of Chriſt 4-. 
pend not, even upon the Chriſtian Magi- 
ſtrate for their Office, and he cannot degrade 
them : yet quoad E xercitium, 4s to the Exct- 
ciſe of it, within his Dominions, they did; 
and that he had power to Silence ſuch as be 
Tudged wmeet to Preach, 

Mr. Baxter doth muchſencourage me ts 
perſiſt in the ſame Opinion, more than once. 
The Authority of the King and law- _, |, 


ful Magiſtrates, ſaith Mr. Baxter, to 11 
i; more about the Circumſtantials of _— 


Worſhop 
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Worſhip (as whether Abiathar ſhall be High 
Prieſt, &c. ) then the Falſe Teachers were a- 
bout that Dettrine. 

He, more than Intimates, that the Afa- 
Liſtrates Power extends to the Appointing 
who ſhall be High Prieſt; and who doubt, 
but that he hath equal power to appoint who 
ſhall be —_ of Covent-Garaen. 

Again, hear Mr. Baxter what he faith, 
more largly upon the Point. Diſpat. 223. 
© Doubtleſs the Aaviſtrate himſelf hath ſo 
*much Authority in Eccleſiaſtical Afairs, 
* that if he Command a gualsfied perſon 
*to Preach the Goſpel, and Command 
© the People to reccive him ; I ſee not, how 
© either of them can be allowed to diſobey 
©him, (though yet the Party ought to 
© have recourſe alſo to Paſtors tor Ordina- 
© 100, and Pcople for Conſent where it 
© may be done) And Grotrw commen- 
« deth the ſaying of Aduſculns, That, be 
© would have ne Miniſter queſtion his Call, 
© that beiug quallified, hath the Chriſtian Ma- 
© o657rates Commiſſion. And though this Aſ- 
© ſertzon need ſome limitation; yet it 13 ap; 
* parent, that the Magiſtrates Power is great 
* 2:out the Offices of the Church. 

© For Solompn, put out Abiathar from the 
© Prieſthood, and put Zadock, in bu place, 
*T King. 2,27, 35- David and the .Cap- 


© tains 


Ao 
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* tains of the Hoſt, Seperated to Gods 
& Service, thoſe of the Sons of Aſaph and 
* of Heman and Jednther, who ſhould Pro- 
* phefic with Harps, &c., 1 Chron. 16. 4- 
© And ſo did Solomon, 2 Chron. 8. 14, 15- 
© They were for the Service of the Hexſe 
© of God, according to the Kings Order, 
©: Chron. 25, 1, 6. And methinks thoſe 
©thoſe men ſhould acknowledge this, that 
©were wont to ftile the King, in all Can- 
* ſes and over all Perſons, the Supream Head 
© and Governor. So far He. 

And indecd I durſt almoſt challenge this 
Anſwerer, or any man, to prove ; that c- 
ver any learned Proteſtam 'in this Church, 
whether Eps/copal or Presbyterian, did makes 
it a queſtion, (1 mean before the Kings 
happy Return ) whether So/omon had not 
ſufficient Authority to put out Abiathar from 
the Prieſt-hood, and put Zadock, in his 
place, Or whether any might modeſtly 
ſay ſych mui Preach, and that thoſe were 
Schiſmaticks and U/arpers that did excr- 
ciſe their Offices according to Law, in the 
places of ſach as were removed, by the 

ertue of an AT of Parliament of unque- 
ſtionable Authority, and we. muſt Preach 
though the Law forbids us. 

As for Dr. Gunnings, Dr, Wi/ds preachs 
ing fourteen or fiftcen years ago, which you 

| fo 


—— 


as 
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ſo often hint at, it is ſufficiently known, 
it was in ſuch a time, when the Caſe was 
far otherwiſe, both with the Church and State, 
in many Notorious Circumſtances: both as 
to Perſons, Law, Government and Worſhip; 
and they could cafily anſwer their ſo do- 
ing, if it be not a matter too much below 
the Eminency both of their Perſons and 
Places, We muſt procecd : 


CHAP. Xl. 
Proviſien for the proof of the Aſſumption, by 


four Propoſitions. 


T3 Schiſm is a Cauſeleſs Seperation 
from a Trae Church : and what Sepe- 
ration froma True Church is, and whes it 
is Cauſelcſs, hath at large appeared, And 
there ſeems nothing left to prevent or remove 
the charge of Schiſm from the Praltices we 
oppoſe; but to plead, either that xr Chur- 
ches arc no tre Churches;or that you are not 
of them, and ow them no Communion, or that 
you do not Seperate from them : or T- 
do, you have Cauſe ſufficient, and your Sepe- 
ration is not Kaſh or Groundleſs. 

That the Contrary to all theſc, is the very 
Truth, | am now to manifeft, The Propoſitions 
accordingly, are theſe four. 


—_ — — 


1. Pro- 
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Pro. 1» That owr Parochial Congregations 
ere true Charches., 

2, That the People of England ere, or ou7ht 
to be;members of our Bprochial Congregations- 

3- That the preſent prattice of gathering 
Chnrches ont of them , is Seperation- 

4. That ſuch Seperation is Raſh, and with- 
out juſt grounds. 

And all theſe ſhall be proved, not only 
from the Nature of the things, and the 
judgmeat or others : but from the / xblique 
judgement of the former Non-Conformiſts 
and Prerhyterizns and then 1 hope my bold 
undertaking will be found excuſable. 


_ -OODEBnEES ——_—— EI — —— — — 


CHAP. XIl., 


Parvxhial Congregati ons true Churches. His 
Exceptions, efp.cilly about pariſh bounds, 
examined. 

| gs I-affirm that wr Parccbial Congre- 

gations are true Churobes. 

They have the matter of true Churches, 
Proteſled Chriſtians, Baptized, They have 
the firm of true Churches, being Societies 
of ſuch, as Ames laith, inorder to the wor- 
ſhip ot God: and theſe fix'd and Stated, and 
ordinarily afembling attwally together tor 
that end. Accor 
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According, to our Author, they  haye, 
-gencrally, both the Eſſential , and conſtituenc 
parts ot true Churches, Pajtors to govern, 
and people to be govern'd by them, in or- 
der to Gods glory, and their Salvation. 

And as thcir end, fo -the means, and 
their work, in their publick Aﬀemblics , is 
ſuch as is proper and peculiar unto, and trwe, 
and undoubted indications and notes of true 
Churches ; the Ordinances of God, and their 
ordinary attendance thereupon, in known, 
publique, and fixed places, conſecrated, and 
ſet apart tor that end. Whercin, alſo, there 
is nothing pratticd, much lels allow'd, that 
1s contrary to theſe means , or doth pervert 
that end, or with any pretcnce, or colour 
of reaſon, can be thought to deſtroy their 
being, or their truth , as Churches of God. 

For this we have abundant Suffrage vo- 
luntarily given by Non-Conformity it (elf, 
from time to time, and that not only in 
the acknowledgement, bur even in the de- 
feuce of then: againlt their exemies of the 
Separation : and what necd more. It 
Mr. Ball, Mr. Hilderſham ot old, and Mr. 
B:reſhaw, and his tricnd, the Anſwerer, be 
hcard for the reſt. 

Mr. Ball is exprels for himſelt, and his 
Brethren : * The Non-Contormilts, faith he, 
can not only acknowledg , but prove the 


Reb» 
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Religion and worſhip of the Church of Eng” 

. © [indto beot God; not by pet” 
Arſ. 10 Can. , b 4 le 
part, 5, p 2, ©1y reaſans', and -colourable 
Or-  *ſhews, ( which they leave to 
*them which maintain a bad Cauſe ) but 
ind & ©by pr-gnant evidence from the word of Truth, 
, is | ©cven bypliin Texts of Scripture, and ſound 
we, # * re ſandediuccd therefrom, againit which the 
rue | ©G tes of Hell (ball ncver prevasl. 


cir Mr. Hilderſham comes not a» whit be- 
'n, hind him : © There is nothing 
nd On F-bn 4. * done, faith he, in Gods publick 
—_ * warſhip an0ng, us, but it 1s done 


at | © by the Lb tution, and Ordirance, and Com- 
wt | * mandment of the Lord, as he very wndu- 
ir | tirioutly and learncdly proves, by an enume- 


ir | 72:44 ot che particulars of oxr worſhip, and 
d. $ thence prefioth the people, not only to at- 
= fend It, Out tO come t9 the beginning of 
R it, 

n Mr. Bz /haw hinifelt acknowledgeth the 
p- , lime: And theretore pleads, that 
c AnttsMe thiy do not ſeperate , but forbear 
t ENT Communion, becaulte ot ſome condie 
, tis required, and to indeed doth Doctor 
e Owen, 414 all lover Indepondents and tÞcre- 


torc } nccd not obſerve, that tholc eminent 
O Presbyterians, that wrote the Epijtle before 
Mr. Balls An{wcr to Cann, did own  or,that 
Mr. C:wdry, and other Presbyterizns, have 
. G 2 made 
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made it the foundation of all their Argu- 

ments againſt Independent gathering Chur- 
ches," that our Churches, were true Chur- 
ches. 

Our Author doth-not ſo much as gqueſti- 
on the truth oft our Churches in General : 
what "exceptions notwithſtanding he | hath 
ſeattered about it, we ſhall briefly exa- 
mine. 

Objeet. 1. Paze nc. He tells us, like an 
Oracle, among, the reſt ot their Purpoſes 
and Deſires, which are not a few, and they 
none of the beſt, that the Nom: Conformitts 
think, that 4 Pariſh, quatenus, a Pariſh, is 
not a Church : nor x Pariſhioner , as ſuch, a 
Church-AAcmber. 

Well, and who ever faid thcy thought 
otherwiſe? in {ome things , it ſeems, they 
think, 28cthers dr. Yet we know , and they 
ought to think at leaſt, that 2 Company of 
Chriſftians living within Pariſh bounds, and 
ordinarily attending upon Gods publick, wor - 
ſhip, in the place ſet a part t0that exd, arc a 
Church. 

Obica. 2+ But they think alſo, that Pariſh 
by nds of Churchcs are of Humane prudenti- 
al Conſtitution, and not of Divine Inſtituti- 
01, Or unchangable, 

But pray think again; for you ought to 
think, that co-babitation of the Members of 
Fl 
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5 
ir” Ya Parochiz! Church is according to the Law 
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of Natwre, and ſo Divine : and chat «perſons, 
whom Providence hath fo placed together, 
are bound to worſhip God together in {ome 
publick, way 3 by vertue of the Law of Na- 
tural Religion, as much as Families — 
themſelves, were thcre no othey inſtitution © 
God or man in the caſe. 

Morcover, they ought to think, that co- 
habitati » of Church members is fo tar of 
Divine Inſtitution, as the Eximples of Chur- 
ches in Scripture,alwaics fu bounded, amount 
to Divine Inftitutimm. Which is almoſt as 
much, as 15 ſally urged for the Divine 
Iaſt ituetion of the Lords 4ary This was the 
current Argument of the Presbyterizns here- 
totore, againlt the attempts of Indepen- 
dents to bres\ theſe bounds, and to glezn up 
members in others fields, no matter what di- 
lance, to make up their Churches. Chur- 
coes and Cities in the Scripture, 
are commenſuratc. Was not 
the Church of Feruſalem and 
Corinth, fo callcd trum the places. 

They ought, further to think, ti.2t 
the gr 29nd ot {u.Þh paroebial Churches, were 
laid in "Reaſon , and Seripture examples : 
though Ours were attually divided, long 
lince : and that our Pariſh bounds, in thege- 
neral intention apd ſcope of thoſe that firſt 
G 3 ap- 


Cawdrey Schyſ. 
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appointed them n6twithſtanding, ſome #r- 
rors which will alwayes happen ju ſuch 
publick caſcs ) 'were made, upon the: (uid 


* = . . "= 
reaſonable and Scripture ground of c9-habi- 


tation. 


Thcy ought, allo, ta e6;1k , that though| 


Prudence at hirit, difccracd thelc grounds, and 
accordingly {cr theſe bounds of paritlh Chur- 
ches z 'yct, it was not the prudence of th 
People, but thcir Governonrs ; who have not 
now Ictc it in the peoples liberty or pru lence, 
whether they will ordinarily keep th. fe binds 
Or not» But have allo boundcd that vulgar 
extravagancy by the Laws both et Ch:4rb and 
State to the contrary. 

Yet again,they ought to thinl,that they ow. 
obedience to thcir Governors in theſe laws ; 
which obedience is certainly. of Dizine Lilt yur 
tion, though 1lcan hardly find ic in 2 you 
Books. 

You ought, laltly, to think , of the fear- 
fall conſequences ot tearing thele hedges and 
ancje;t bounds, and thereby making, inlets, 
or outlets, or bath, to all hind of licerrs uſu 
in Religion, and conſwſion in the Church ; 
while you, thus expolc parochial Congreza- 
tions to the dircfie/t means ot their diſſolu- 
tin. 

O that you would lay .to hcart thoſe ſc- 
riows words of Mr. Baxter, The Ineret of 

the 


a. 
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the Chrittian Proteſtant Religion in England 
muſt be kept up, by keeping up as much of 


8; 


Truth, Piety, and Kepntation, as is poſſible in 
the pariſþChurches, his Detence of his Cure 


Pp. 36, 


For the Lift word, that pariſh bounds are 
not 'unchangeable , 'tis acknowledged , if 
the cauſe be juſt and Covent-garden be not 
Schyſmatical,yet till the Rule of co-habitatin 
ought to be obſerved 3 and then our delign is 


halt {poilcd. 


Eſpecially it we add, as we 


necds muſt, that this chzgiag or alteiin ; of 
pariſh buunds, ics not in the plcatiire of pre- 
vate Perſins © 18 not to be attempted with- 
out the order of Superiours, nor to the Pre- 
judice of Gods-publick, worſhip : where, it 
all order be not quite torgotten, the pra#tice 
ot the people ſhould not ordinarily exc.cd, 
that which the known Union and C:mmuni- 
on of Pariſhcs, in the ſame Worſhip and 
Govermment, and the common Cuſtome, and 
conſequently All»ywance, ot the places intend- 
cd, will warrant : wherein London, pcrhaps, 
it what you ſay be true, may claim ſome pri- 


\ iledgce 


wiſe notes 


7 He {aith, hc doth allow our Þ 719+ 
P*35* bil Churches to be true C Mipches, vile 
Thoſe of them that have ira: Miniſt.r1, oth.r- 
So that where there are: no Mi- 


nifters, and whcre thetic Ainiſt.r is not 
F friie 3 


& 4 
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true; there the Pariſhes are not Chur- 
ches. 

Tis likely ſome few (mal places, eſpecial - 
ly Cres, have no ſctled Miniſters, but the 
Lary requires their Communion with their 
M-ther-Church, of which, in a fence, they 
are reckoned Members, it they are Cura- 
CIO)» 

And I hope there are fewer falſe Miniſters 
than your charity ſuppoſeth. How far the 
p-ople are bound tocommunicate with ſuch 
as you call ixtollerable, ſhall be examined in 
the next Chapter. 

But if this be all to be found at the bot- 
tom of your exceptions, as it ſcems to be, 
why donot yur Brethren, confine their Lz- 
bour to ſuch deſtitute placer  elpccially, it 
this be the great realon why they mut 
preach. Atlealt thcir Charity ſhould fee them 
firſt provided tor. Sure their voices will 
hardly reach to them from ( ities, and Cor- 
porations, an4 places uſually furniſht well c- 
nough without them, though here they gc- 
nerally pitch their Tabernacle : you and they 
muſt think again and again , before you 
will be able ro detend theſe pratiices upun 
{uh principles, 


— i 4 
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CHAP. XIII. 


8% 


The People of England, Members of Parochil 
Churches. Objeflions anſwered. Eſpecial'y 
that, from ſerving God better. 


He People of England, generally arc, or 

owght to be C Members or Mini'tters ) of 
our parochial Chmrches, and conſequently are 
bond to atttend upon the publick worſhip 
ot God in our Temples. 

Ordinarily : V mean, Iam not ſo ſtrict to 
think, that they ought ever t» be abſent, it 
they have reaſ1a, as the Statrete intimates : 
or, that they may merer go out of their own 
Pariſhes to hear a Sermm : provided alwayes 
they keep within the bounds of that latitude, 
which the Communion oft Pariſh-Chnrcbes, 
and the cutom of the place , as in L»don, 
it it beſo there, as our Anſwerer affirms, will 
warant, as I ſaid before. 

But that geyer.lly, the people are of the 
Pariſhes Churches and ordixarily ought to 
communicate with them, there is hardly any 
thing more evident m reaſ"n or ſence, and 
the judgewent of the Non-Conf miſts. 

For they were baptizedinto thele particu- 
Lir Churches,as well as into the univerſzhand 
the known Lzws, both of Church and State, 
oblige 
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eblige their Conſcicnces, to Communicn 
with them. Behdes, 1f they be not of the 
particular Church wherein they live, they 
are of none : but thcir ordinary attending 
upon the publique worſhip as they gence- 
rally doc, or have donc, concludes them 
by thcir own coxſext to lay nothing now , 
ot the inconventtncies that follow Jepcna- 
tion tiom thums an Argument mnt to be 
delpild till it be better confidered and 
cculurcd. 

Mr. Baxticr ſpeaks very well and bome 
to the point thus © He that is a- Member 

of the zxiver/al Church, 1s ht to 
Cure of <þ i i its” | 
Che dry, © O® Teceived Info a. purticalay 
p. 8g. Churchz and there wantcth no 

more but Mztzal conſent : and it he 
F have ſtatcdly joined with a particular 
* Chuxch , inordingry Comnunion , Conſent 
hath becn manitcſtcd , and he 15a Mmber 
of that particular Church — Thus in Tocſ1- 

© Then he tubjoincs,z This is the common 
c fein England, the pcrions who were bap- 
* tizcd in Infancy ,were, at. once , received 
© into the Vaiverſal Church, and into ſome 
Particular Church, and have ho'd Commus- 
* m10n at Age with both, Kc. 

In a calc foplain, in the writings of the 
Old Non-Conformijts, 1 ſhall only give you 
Mr. Baxacrs Icliimony tos them all, tf c- 

; ; Clally 
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cially finding an Emphaſis in | his words, 
which are theſe. 

* Speaking co his Brethren , ſaith he, 
Defence much more ſhauld you have endu- 
of his cure xd ſuch,as the Non-Conformids of, 
Þ- 74+ that agewhouled Pariſh Communi+ 

4 and © afeaded tor it,avainlt the Seperatiſts,, 
far Sharper language than ever 1 ulcd , 
* a5 thcir Books againſt Fobnuſn and Gans 
' and Era, and Ainſrporth, do yet vilibly 
© declare, | 

Hence, it is, that worthy Non Confor- 
mitt Mr, Hilderſpam , doth not oply Judg, 
i; Lanful, and a Duty to attend upon the 
Parith Congregation , but utceh many Ars 
guments againtt the Ordinary Icaving Our 

own Miniltcts ,-to hear more aale 
wpon the , _— 
fourth of #144 10 other Pariſhes: and tor 
7chn. yur coming reverently ard at the 
beginning ot the Services 

And Mr. Ba:ty perſwadeth with many 
Arguments to Communion with the Paryb 
Churches which be would xo: have done, it 
he hzd not thought it,not only to b. Lawtual, 
but a Duty, y<a he laies expretly , that to 
{; m2 it i> a Duty to joing with fome Parih 
Churches, in the Lirds 3 upper three tame: 4 
year, Dctcucc of his Cure, |. 3f. waich he 
laith, he proved by tweaty Rewiuns, and 
by his own cxample avow'd in publique, =_ 

1s 
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his conſtant reſolwtion ſo to do, he adds much 
weight to his jaid reaſons. 

And to give my Anſerer his due, in this, 
as he doth not deny the tr»th of molt of oor 
Churches, ſo he doth much perſwade, 

. bath by reaſon and his own example, to com- 
munion with them, and theret -re he be- 
lieveth ( as I believe of him ) that it is a 


But for the Presbyterians and 
Ind _ thcir judgement in the point be- 
p46: 143 fore 1660 tet Mr. Cawdrey be 
heard at large. 

Speaking againſt the Tedependants ſepera- 
tion, ſaith he, *If they did not (uppole them- 
© ſelves 16 bc of ſome particular Church, it 
< was their Erronr and their Fault; theirs 
© Errox# becauſe all the people of the Nation, 
© were conhn'd to that Church , where they 
< ived 3, and hable to cenſare tor leaving that 
© Church, tor paxtaking of Ordinances 3 and 
the Miniſters for admitting them : their 
© faxlt, becauſe they were bound by way of 
«duty, bath by thc Laws of the Nation, and 
© alſo by the Law of God, to be of one or 0- 
© ther particular Congregation 3 meaning 
© pargchial. 
0bjeB But what faith our Anſwerer againſt 

* all this 2 he yicldeth much no doubt, 
24+ 41+ where be faith, the ols ay 
m/ 


miſts bold Lay communion with Pariſh Chur- 
anſw, bes lawful :and ſo do we. But did 
not they alſo hold it a duty : prove 
the contrary if you can. I challenge him to 
ſhew in anyof them, one word ignitying it 
lir-firl , to bold Communion with any ther 
tated Church in Englind,, belides the paro- 
cial, or that, ever they preach d in houſes, 
as you x1f.airly intimate, when the people 
ſhould be in the pariſh Church ; or, that any 


| learned Presbyterian ſaid ſo, betore 1660: 


it not, what lignifics all your new-crined di> 
Hinttimns, page 34, 55+ 

Objedt. Fut in ſame places, we cannat prov 
ft by the Minilter. 

- 1ſw. Yeu may proht by the prayer, 
and Sacraments. The old Non-Conformiſts 
will not indure the .objeQion, againſt all, or 
2gainlt ary weak, it boneſt Minultcr, Let 
Mr. Hildorſhim's reaſons againit it be ex- 
aniin'd ; faith he, Our Shame, our Sin, and 
jult cauſe of humbling to us, if we 


On Jon + cant profit by the meanejt Mini- 


þ 20K. G08 fter that God bath jent» And tbe 
porver of the Minijtry dependeth not on the ex” 
eclency of the Teachers gifts, but whon Gods 
bleſſing : #4 ongb ſemcatimes be thinks people 
may go to bear other Miniſters of better gafts« 

Objeft. But (orve Minitters are intaller- 
able. 


A nſw. 
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Anſro, 1|'grant the Now-Conformiſts, and 
particuhrly Mr; Hilderſham, do all w the 
people, in fach cafes, to go from their own 
Pariſh ;, yer he puts- in three Rules tothe 
Caſe, thar itbe done without »per breach or 
rtonternpr O the Churches Order, without 
contempt of their aw Peſtors, and without 
Seandal and ofiene to them and their peo> 
pre. _ 
' 'But it rio Minifters be intolter able , but 
ſuch as our Anſwerer de\(cribes to beſo, I 
hope, there are but few ſuch in oxy dayes 3 
what cvcr there were in Mr. -Hilderſhams 
Uumc. 
* By Intollerable, faith he, EF mean 
Aqvece, 1+ *Sthch'as) arc ignorant of , or er- 


_ Foreoms againſt the Eſſentials ot © hriſtiany- 
XI 2. Such as arc xnable to teach them ©- 


ehers 3+ Snch as malignantly preach down 
© the pretiice of ' an Holy life , or ina word , 
© fuch whoſe Miniltcry really tendeth tn du 
*< more bwrt than Good. 

Theic are Intollcrable indeed, and if there 
ſhould chence to be tound one or two (wcls 
within a Province({ I hope not fo many, } 
ſore, ſome duty we owe concerning, them. 
But whar's that ? in the tirlt place, we arc 
certainly bound to endeavour his amendment 
it that be not to be done, but he be tound ix- 
exrable, tic is the more artollerable, and our 

next 
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net duty to endeavour to remove 
him. 
Cure of So for Mr. Baxters advice is whol- 
Ch, div ſome and appoſite z uſe all yy dilt- 
p 106, Lenceto amend him; and if yu can+ 
not drthat , we af! y'mr intereſt to get 
lim owt,and get a better,indeed he adds, if you 
eannet 4» that deliver your own ſoil from him 
by removing to a better, if you are free: be 
mens, if vie are not wndcy the. command of 0- 
thers , remote to another Pariſh, which none 
can except anainlt. 

Bur all this while there is ne room made 
for Seper ation : the Non-Conformiſts never 
allowed this, the Holy Scriptures a8' Mr, 
Brxter tells us , has not a word to that pur- 
» Ic. 

Obj. But we are' troubled again with 
his Liſt refege , whicty attempts \us every 
where, your Churchcs are allowed 5: and 
communion with them ; when we have no 
"pprtunity to do better: but to ferve- God 
better , we may leave your Churches and ga - 
ther others, 

Anſw.This hath pirke up to my. trou- 
ble two or three timcs alrcady 3 'L will 
now give it fuch a blow as 1 hope to hear 
on't no more. 

1+» It we may not refuſe Cormmuni- 
on with our own particular _—_— 
while 
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while we can do it without fue: the only con- 
dition allowed , by all that were pure Nox- 
Conformiſts;, yea, and by the very Browniſts 
themſelves , then this pretence is vaine. But 
yOu-grant you may eontixue {i:chCommunion 
with the Pariſh witboxt ſin, by .the tenour 
of the Objedtion. | 

2. This Objcion , extends not only to 
the change ot the Miniſter , but of the 
very W.rſhip , the publique places of al- 
ſembling, and the parochial bounds of Chur- 
ches: which as in the mature and conſe- 
quence” of the things themſelves are very 
dangerous , lo they were all quite contrary 
to the reaſon and pradiiſe of former Non- 
Conformijts. They might think , thcy had 
reaſon ſometimes to do better, but they ne- 
ver meant it, in any way contrary to the 
publique Worſhip, and Afſemblics 3 but oaly 
in ſome other Pariſh Church. 

3-*Tis in effec the ſame excuſc that the 
Brownifts had for their ſeperation, only , 
not quite fo confidirable,z they complaincd 
things were bad; and you would have thum 
better ;, and therefore ſeperate , as they d d. 

: « The very lame plca , that the Indeper- 
dents ulcd in other words, mere plauſible to 
their purpole. Namely , pretence of dit- 
orders in the Church,and pretence ot refor- 
mation , and yet more necr to the prelcur 


Pre- 
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pretence , that they might worſhip with F 


Don- 

on- BN purer worſhip , all which Mr. Cawdry the 
ts Patron of Prebytery , hath taken notice Of 
Jac & and anſwered to Dy. Owen. Boldly appeal- 


ing the Dr. in the point, as I do my An 
ſwercy in his words. 

I leave it to his own confidera- 
tion, whether it be lawtul * tor 
© people. that are Meftibers of 
© true Churches as ours are acknowledged to 
© be. +, Upon ſome diforders in a Church; 


In dep fur: 


ther p 142. 


Ir 
e- Þ ©<or pretence of Retorming themlelves, to 
ry | © ſeparate from that Church and to erect a- 
ry || © nother : when as they have done their du- 


*tytorctorm it, in thoſe diforders, not- 
* withtjarding which they may without S18 
© Commumcate with that Church? But ra- 
* ther to break true Churches into peices , 
© than to bear with ſome inconveniecncies » 
* and I dchre a prelident ut ſuch a practice 
* in Scripture or Story , and as he faith to 
*do I. 

But the pretence of worſhipiag God bet- 
ter , and thcrctore they may gather a purer 
Church,out of a trueChurch the Pres- 
byterian tems to deride it as not wor- 
thy a {crious contideration or an{Wex 
is there faith he , any inſtitztion of Chriit, 
that they muſt gather members out of true 
Churches to make a purer Church , if ſe it be * 

H 4 * Bit 


Ind Schy: 
þ. 158, 
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4+ But the Sting 15 in the T "il, gather! ng 
Churches out of cur Pariſhes , that they 
may ſerve God better , is an intollerable prin 
ciple and prafiice 3 it plainly puts Raines in- 
tothe peoples hands, to Govern and reform 

themſelves , without their Biſhops or Paſtors: 
which, me-thinks, Mr. Baxter ſhould not 
like very well ; and without the Civil-Ms- 
giſtrate, Which the Presbyterians could not 
endure. 

To Reform themſelves , I fay, without 
the order of any kind of Governors, not on- 
ly in one fingle Pariſh, but throughout the 
Kingdome © nor only to reform abuſes in 
Adminiſtrations but in the worſhip and Gover- 
ment , yea even to the utter diſſolution of owr 
Church-ftate,and the bownds and places of ourf 
P arochial congregations, & the ſetting up ot 
other Chuyches,other Miniſters, and another 
Worſhip and Government throughout the 
Kingdome ; fo far as this Rule takes. 

For the Rule, 1n its praftical Natere and 
ule, is general. And 1f it be the duty of 
onegit is the duty of anotber.aud of all,to wor- 
ſhip God better in this new way 3 and conlc- 
quently, allare bound to worſhip God better, 
and all muſt joire in theſe new Congregstions 
while the Biſhops and Miniſters and Temples 
arc left uſeleſs, and there is no way whuch 

our Author can think of,to preyent & ttop this 
deluge 
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deluge but the peoples prudence : and how 
likely that is todo it, let the wiſe conſider. 
Was ever Non- Conformiſt or Presbyterian be- 
fore, of this opinion or any one that was not 
a d1wn-right Seperatiſt? | 
Dr. Owen , having faid, that, if a man 
cannot prevail to have the Church reformed, 
he may diſpoſe of himſelt, as to particular 
Church Communi-n , to his beſt advantage: 
one would think this was modeſtly ſpoken in 
compariſon, yet obſerve how the Prebyceri- 
an takes him up. WY Ye 
© This is liberdliry cn an 
i * Dilator-likg roles, does not 
* * ©thisopen a door to all confuſion 
© in Church 2nd State? And givcevery man 
* as well as any, liberty, it they judge any 
* thing amiſs in Church or State , to #rn 
© Reformers, it Superiors carmot, or will not 
* reform it? 
© In a State or National Church , as that 
© of the Fews 3 was it lawful for a few men, 
* when State and Church were all corrupted, 
©tago and reform both, becaule they that 
© had the power in their hand, cither could 
* not or would not reform? I think 1 may 
* fately ſay, this is an Anabaptiſtical 
* Munſtty principle at the bottom. So he, 
Belides, the rule hath run <qually in it, 
againſt the Reformers themlelyes , every 
H 2 Sea 
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Seft will plead the ſame liberty to ſerve God 
better , and as Mr. Baxter hath well Item'd 
'0u , Separation will raine the 
—_ -4 $ wal Dh. Churches themſclves, 
" (and not atall varie from ther 
own light by which, they aſcended unto fepa- 
ration) it will admit of no conſiſtency ; pare 
es will ariſe in the ſeparated Churcbes,and ſc- 
parate again fromi them till they are diſſolved , 
as experience witneſſeth. 

But becauſe, my Anthor ſpeaks of gathe- 
ring Churches tor the firſt tbree hundred years 
after Chriſt , I ſhall nor diſturb him by cn- 
quirmg, out of what Churches they were ga. 
thered, only ſhall give him a Presbiterizns 
expoſtulation, and conclude this Chap- 
cr, 

*Will he call that a- peaccable proceeding 

© which is done without the Au- 
Cawd. In- ph _p_ "_ 
dep.further thorit) ot the Chriſtian Civil Ma- 
he * oijtrate : and to the diſturbance 

ot all the Churches of the Nati- 


© OH» 

« Were it granted,that in the firſt Conſtitu- 
© 2304 of a Church people might by their own 
© free Conſent, join to walk together, 6c: is 
« this courle tollerable in ſetled Churches, to 
© the confuſion and overthrow of the very 


Conltitution of our Churches ? 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. XIV. 


The preſent prattice plain ſeparation , Objetli- 
ons by the Anſwerer conſidered. 


T= | reſent pratlice of gathering Churches 
out of our Churches is ſeparation. 

[hough our Churches are true Churches : 
and the pe-ſons concerned. arc or ought to be 
Members ot them z yet do they properly ſepa= 
rate from them, 

This is matter of Fa# cvident #n it ſelf, 
and to the ſenccs of tov many ocular Wit- 
neſſes. 

1, They diſlike, or diſta/t, our Parochiat 
CIMmmunion ; {oine, as Antichriſtian, lome, 
as corrupt y lome, as defediivez and not ſq 
good , as they would have itz and ſome, 
perhaps, becaule they hike not our Mini- 
ters : and foie, as he intimates tur Coms» 
munion , with their old ejected Paſtors, what 
thcir ſeveral reaſons arc , ( tor they arctar 
trom bcing all of a min4,as he acknowledg» 
cth) we can but gueſs , but they do all diſlike 
Our Communio 1,at lalt, comparatively none 
cau deny or dow/t this. 
) 20 Upon 
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2+ Upon this diſlike , Whatever the cauſe 
of it be, they do plainly forſake our Pariſe- 
Chburches,and publique worſhip. Now, we do 
uot ſay, that non- Atinal Communion, is pro- 
pcrly Separation : yet all men ſay, that a re- 
nouncing Communion, Or denying © Com mu- 
nieate with any Church , much more owr 
own, upon any diſlikg, or for any caule, ex- 
cept ſin, 15 properly Separation and ichylm:1; 
15 not atlually not communicating with a trut 
In i.Schyſ Church,but rexouncing Communion , 
p. 188. We that, we think makes the Shyima- 
: _ iq this, in which Ameſins 
Am. de himſelf placeth the very formalis 
SI. Schyſm. Th l 


Schyſm is direQly a breach of wnity; as 
that is a breach of charity, refuſing to Com- 
municate with a true Church, when 1 have 
opportunity 3 elpecially, my own Church 3 is a 
_— breach of both : what ever my reaſo1t 

c, ſhort of Sir. 

3+ But thirdly, they perfect their Schyſm 
and ſeparation , by gathering themſelves 
anto other Congregations under other 
Miniſters , and for anothch mode of Worſhip 
than is allowed by our Church and Lares ; 
and thus become Anti-churches, and to 
make this new Church-State , as oppolite to 
ours, as inay be, they generally , meet at the 


fame 
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ſame time that we do: & that,not only where 
the Pariſhes are ſwuſpeZed , defeQive in parts, 
gifts, graces or Adminiſtrations : much lels 
1tollerable, or where there are none at all, 
as was noted before, and in ſuch places as 
they ſuppoſe to be fo it: provided : for we 
hear nothing of their charity, but in places, 
where neither theſe Miniſters nor their fol- 
lowers have the leaſt exception to the Pariſh- 
Miniſter . 

Aud thus, they ſeparate,not for ſometimes 
and tor ſome ordinances,but conflantly,& tor 
all ordinances ; the Word, Prayers, and both 
$icraments, and that generally, in all placcs 
near us, without any ſuch diſtinion of Mi- 
nilter or any thing clſc 3 ſo that though I 
have enquired , Ican hear but of oxe Mini- 
licr , within a very large compals that takes 
the liberty 'of Indwlzence, and doth nof fo 
abuſc it. Aud T fear, they do lo generally 
throughout England, it we may guels at 0- 
ther places by the praQice of thele ; except 
your good cxample and advice have a better 
influence there, than here. 

For, I cannot but let you know, that your 
Canons are fo contrary to their purpoſes and 
practiſes, that I have ſome reaſon to believe, 
that our new Church gatherers here about are 
y.cnerally as much diſpleaſed with the rules 
whereby you would bound their ex.r@va- 
EE ” gant 
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gant praiſes , as they ſeem to be pleaſed 
with your Mazifterialneſs over me , 

And, by the way,give me lcave to tell you, 
that ewo things clpccially, I cannot tau 
well at your hands. 1. That you would in- 
ſiauate that ſuch as call themſelves Presbyte- 
rians, Which you (ay, are mot {+ , you ſprfle 
them amongſt the rett of the Seets , which 
are for gatherin? of Churches, 2. Thar you 
intimate, you knew their minds » and that 
they would not ſerarate and gather Chur: 
ches in the maaner we fc, by (4d expericnce 
rney gencyally do 

For, I do acknowledge you fſuthciently 
diſcovcr,your own L1clination, hopcs,and dc- 
ſires arc otherwiſe than we hnd their practiſes: 
yea, you {cem to intimate their practiſes to 
be othcrwile : they have deceived your 5 as 
indced, you did me: who am lorry to tind 
your pen imployed tor the C:enterance , to 
ſay no more ot Seperation and Schylm jn 


the hizbeſt mealure that this poorChurch ever | 


yet expcrimented. 

Why doT hcar words to excuſe and alle- 
viatc the Matter ; when their decds declare 
the quite contrary to what you hope and in- 
timate? all your prop:ſitions and purpolcs , 
can never make them cither wot Preebitcrians 
or Seperatiſts, uniels, by their quitting their 
torincr principles , they arc funk into the 
numb.x 
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number ot I»dependents : tor it is hard to ſay 
which ot the Congregations is moſi Congre- 


ba 1t1-1al. 


Obj Yoſcm to wonder, p. 40+ that 1 
charged not your preaching bctore your in- 
dulgence , with Schy{m as well as now. 

Anſw, No doubt, it it were fo before, as 
we fee it 15 lince, I might yet venture to do 
it, but, Sir, let me tcll you ſomething , that 
I know will not be calic to you. In the City 
where Tam a Preacher, there might , per- 
haps thirty or forty ordinarily meet by jteal b, 
and perhaps nct at the fame time of our 
publique worſhip, whereas, there are now 
ſix or ſeaven alloned places z and pernaps , 
they may ſhare three houfnd of our Mem- 
bers among, them; that now, fo far as we 
can judge, totally /eprrate ; yet I think ne- 
ver any one of them complained of the z#- 
ability, infide/ity, or ſcandal of the Pariſh- 
Miniftcrs. Now when we ce ſuch a Torrent 
preparing to bear down all or Churches, 1 
think, ir is time to fpeak, T would deliver 
my ozrn ſoul , it I cannot fave che Church 
from the cvil begun. 

Speak in caruclt, Sir, if the matter be 
thus indced.,js 10 not fep ration with alV. meſs 
it you willnot, let others {pcak. 

Cawd. Indep, The old Rule was the (incere 
p- 161. 162. preaching of the Word , au 
| right 
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right Adminiſtration of $acraments are the 
Charatters of a true Church , which we ha- 
ing, and they ſeparating frm us , hore ſhall 
this Crime be named, but by Schyſm in the 
higheſt degree. 

And the rather does this relate to Schyſm, 
in gath:ring Churches. p. 185. Becauſe they 
do not only depart themſelves, but draw off 0- 
tbers alſo into a formed Fallon. 
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CHAP. XV. 


The prefent praJite of Separation and g at've- 
ring Churches is canſcleſs and unwarant a- 


ble. Objections of the Anſwerer conſiderc4. 


Ecauſc, it is Separation from true 

Churchcs, by ſuch as arc, or ought 
to be Members, of tholc true Churches 3 
both negatively, and pſuively, and totally 
to; and hitly, which only remains to be: 
proved , 'becauſe it is both Raſh and Un- 
1/t, 2nd without ſufhcient grounds of of- 
i1:Cc given by theſc Churches. 

For 1t hath alrcady appeared that fuch 
{cparation 15 ſinfal and Schylm , un the 
worli {cucc ot the word, when it 15 Kaſh 
v1 Vrjart , without ſuch grounds; it only rc- 
1:12ies to be ſhown, that the preſent pre- 

| (fi/e 
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thſe atorelaid , is both Raſh and Unjuſt. 

!, Firſt, it is, apparently a Raſh Sepa-» 
rationz for thoſe that go from us, to theſe 
new Churches could not foreſee, or reaſona- 
bly imagine this Liberty now indulged, a 
IWeek, (it a day ) before tt Declaration 
was publiſh't. 

And how ſuddenly, they did upon it, 
prepare for the work, and ſeparate to 
their new Congregations and Guides, tis to0 
well known to infliſt on ; and where 1s 
the man ( if one ſuch there be, let him 
come forth to own it ) that adyiſed with 
his Parifh-Miniſter about his departxre , Or: 
was {o civil to take bis leave much le(s, 
ſhew'd him any juſt occafi-n of his fo ſud- 
den reſolution ; or what gave him the of- 
fence in the perſ.n or Adminiſtration of his 
paltor 3 or in the Worſhip and Communion 
ox Converſation ot his fellow Members , and 
moved or diſpoſcd him thereunto,betorc he 
did Atzaly ſeperate, Much leſs did he ex- 
ercile any patience or long-ſuffering , 10 Or- 
der to his own $atisfattion or the Kgforms- 
tion ot the Church (of which he was a mem- 
ber )in what he thought amiſs. 

It ſuch leparation is not K ſh and ſudden, 
if it tailnot in the due manner of procceding, 
thew your Reaſon, or elſe bear the Cenſure 
and charge of Schyſm, trom all found and 


judicious 
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judicious Caſxiſts , let the pretence or cauſe 
otherwiſe , be never ſo great and juſt. 

Tadecd, they generally gave up them- 
ſelves, with all manner ot dilligence, to 
obtain their Licenſes : tocontrive their Hows 
ſes; to appoifit th-3r meetings : conſpiring in 
this, as appears by their practice, that 
they would hold chcir Aſſemblies, at the 
fame hour with the arochial; the direct- 
eſt method they could unagine, to be op- 
p?/ireto us, yct, not io, weii conſidering , 
wht might be the conſequences; as one of 
the ſobereit ot their Miniſters complained , 
who obſerved it 200 /ate, which had they hal 
patience and wildome , hilt to have contult- 
cd my Anſwerer , might in all likclyhood, 
in many places, at lcalt have bcen happily prc- 
vented. 

2. But, Alas / thus is not the Burthen of 
Ephraim their (cparation tails in the four - 
41tion and grounds ot it, it is not accoun - 
table , upon any terms oft Charity, 7 uſtice,or 
Chriſtian ſobricty : |trickly , the Churches, 
trom waſich they {cperate , hath not given 
them any ſuch offeuce , or cauſe of uttence 
{uthcicnc, tO juſt i/te char ſepcration,cith\1 in 
truth or 10 the judgment ot any, but then- 
ſelves : much lets, the od Nou-Conformitſts 
and Presbyterians , as Will foo appear in 
tull light. 

| Our 
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Our A»ſwerer hath ſet you a hard Game 
to play , here 3 for you muft ſhew us ſucb 
reaſon why you leave us, 25 will exczſe you 
from fepcration , and yet juſtihe your gathe- 
rd Churches. 

Which, upon the ſuppoſitions already 
proved z that cur Churches are true Chur- 
chesz that you are or ought to be members 
of them, and tv continue in Communion 
with them, while you hve in them, 
if we have given youno jrft occaſron to dif- 
continue it, {ſeems to be a plain contradiction 
and your New Churches are no better than 
tated ſeperations- 

But, laying aſide all little inſignificant 
Artifices and modern evaſions , the queſtion in 
ſhort 18 this, Whether we can have any juſt 
plex for ſeper ati»1 from any Church of which 
we are members , while we may communicate 
with it, without communion in fin. The 
negative hath appearcd , all ſet parties have 
lubſcribed the negative : and hardly any but 
yur ſelves, ever queſtion'd it, it yet you do 
10. 

The Proreſt nts by the Papiſts,the Brownilts 
by the Pzritans; the Anabaptilt, Independents 
and Interpendent, by the Presbyterian, are all 
charged with Shyſm 3, and all without ſcru- 
ple , put their controverſies torhis Iſſue; it 
you that charge us with Sckyſm, can prove 
that 
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that we 'may hoid Communion with you 
without ſorning,we acknowledge the charge, 
therefore they allwaics defend their ſepe- 
ration , by chargeing fin upon their Commu- 
nion from whom they ſeparated alſo. On the 
other band , they endeavoured to make the 
charge of Schy{m upon thoſe that ſepera- 
ted , by anſwering the obje&ions of Sin, 4- 
gainſt their ſeveral Communions,ſo that on 
all ſides, this ſenſe of Schyſm, paſſed wncon- 
trolled; and was never Þ think diſputed or 
doubted before, it it be ſonovy, and Dr. 
Ames hath put it into the very Definition of 
Schy{m : afd makes it his great Rule, by 
which he anſwers the Caſes about it, 

But, to prevent muliakes, I muti ſpeak 
with Caution 3 by diſcontinuing Communion, 
I do not mean; only a not having AQual 
Communion with the Church , ter that may 
be involunt ary,s when a man is excommuni- 
cated; or neceſſitated by fickneſs , or it you 
will have it added , by too great a multitude 
of members : yea , it may chance to be po- 
luntary, yet not properly Schyſm , when we 
do not attend Gods worſhip , through neg- 
leq of our Duty, and a prophaneprinciplc : 
but of thele we ſpeak not here, 

By diſcontinuing our Communion,T7 rnean, 

a denying or rctufing, Communion with our 
own Church upon any diſlike or diſtaſte of 
its 
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its Worſhip, or Miniſter, or Members, Now 
whether this diſtaſte ariſe from fear of Cym- 
municating in fin,where there is no ju{t cauſe 
of, or without ſuch fear 3 ſuch refuſing or 
denying Communion 15 Schyſm, yea,as Ames 
advileth, it there be real evil in ſome 
part of Communion in a true Church, to 
depart farther frm it,then that evil requires, 
15 Schyſm. So when there 15 no real or pre- 
tended (infulneſs in the Communion ot out 
Church, and yet, we take diſlike and ſepe- 
rate, and totally (eperate, and gather our 
tclves 1nto new Congregations in oppolt- 
tion thereunto, who dare lay, this is nv 
Scbyſm ? 

"Tis not worth the queſtion, though you 
{orice where make it , whether 3t be Schyſm 
to remove our dwelling from one Pariſh to ano- 
ther ? Our civil neceſſities may force us tot. 
we hold no fuch Matrimony , between Pa- 
tor and People , as ſome talk of : but upory 


fair occalion,either may remove. All Pariſhe: 


are in Communion together , aud are ot the 
general Conſtitution ot the Church ot Eng- 
land: by luch a removal, you become 2 
member ot axother Pariſh Church,and arc 
bound by the Laws of the Land, and by the 
\ule of cobabitation of membc.rſhip to hold 
Communion with the Church 1n which ye 


live, you have {ill real Communion witih 
the 
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the former Church , not only in the ſzb- 
ſtance, but mode of its Worſhip, and its ve- 
ry Conſtitution : but by removing to theſe 
New Churches, you do not , you cannot 
ceaſe to b< of a Pariſh at all, mr ot a Paro- 
chizl Church , without Schyſrz from the 
Church in which yox live; and from all the 
Parochial Churches in Exoland, and trom 
the Charch of England it (clt. 1 mean, un- 
leſs you can prove that ſomething is requ:- 
red in our way of Worthip that you cannot 
joyn in without ſinning. 

The queſtion is, to bring the point home, 
r:hat fin 1310 be found in our I, rſ1Þ, 
wherein the people that joyn with us, mit 
needs Communicaie? It none can be tound 
we muſt write Scbyſm upon your {cpcration 
and we cannot help it. 

Uſe no delatory pleas : blind us not with 
wide dilcourles about what 1s fit to be 1m- 

poſed , in order to peace, ec. and about 
bm duty of Superiors, that concern you nt, 
or about the bard conditions of Confi rmity 
upon Miniſters , as ſuch; we are {peaking, of 
Lay-Communion ; wherein all that are vot tn 
the place of Miniſters ate to look tothcir 
Duty. And it there be any thing required 
of thcm,in order to their Communion with 
us, that is indeed finfu!, fay what isit, and 
ſpcak to the point, 
In 
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In this Caſe ( Sir) be Fudge'your ſelf, you . 
expreſly acknowledge , that! our Worſhip 15 
not ſuch as no man may lawfully Communt- 
extt in : then , certainly you believe , that 
there is nothing in it , that is really and ma- 
terial yevil, or cvil jn it ſelf; for then no 
man might lawfully joyn in it ; but it it 
ſhould become epil accidentally , from the 
particular condition of any private man , 
It him remove that evil, and not commit a 
greater by Seperations 
But pray (Sir) why do you ſcem thus to 
limit your kindneſs and charity to our Com- 
miunion ! it it benot ſuch as noman, why 
5it not ſuch as all men, may lawfuly Com- 
municatein ? It you may lawfully Commur- 
nicate in ſome of our Churches ( as in ano» 
ther place you {peak)why not in all? or why 
do you leave the people in ſuch diſtraQions ? 
have not all our Churches the fame Ordi. 
nances ? our Miniſters the fame orders? have 
they not all the ſame matter , and the very 
lame Aode of Worſhip? you do not think 
the worth of the Minijter gocs into the laws 
fulneſs ot our prayers and Sacraments : Or 
that we may rot joyn with the Litzrgie 
that is not ſeconded with a good Sermon, I am 
(ure you lay not the weiche of YOUr limita- 
tion upon the manxtrs ot the people; that's 
a prixciple you leqm £0 abbor-; neither can 
you 
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you make nſe of any exception againſt the 
Dioceſan Church, where m all our Chur- 
ches are equally concerned, except a few pe- 
crliars. | am (orry, to ſay I know not 
what you mean until you better explain your 
lt ,give me leave to underſtand you infeh- 
nitely, ſpecially while you ſay,you do & rrill 
hold Communion with our own Pariſh- 
Churches yr ſelf , and that you make it 
your buſineſs to adviſe and perſwade othcrs 
alſo, thereunto, which I am very certain 
you would xot 4», it you did not believe, 
not only , that our way of Worſhip is Law: 
fadl i. & not fintul , butalſo . Good 3 and that 
they im duty ought to attexd it and Commu- 
nicate with us, in, 

But, pray Sir, Why then do youp. 34. in- 
timate , as if ſome Pariſh-Churches did imp + 
ſome things which God forbids? Indeed, when 
yon ſpeak [{criouſly , you ſeem to reduce al! 
the peoples exceptions in this kind, to the two 
known heads kneeling at the Commun: on, 
and the Croſ7 at Baptiſm. 

1. For kneeling , you your {elt ſeem not 
only to ally, butto approve it, you allo 
preftiſe t and you know, Mr. Baxter 
ſpeaks hznfſomely tor ut, in his diſpute. 
P> 4111s 

2+ For the Sign of the Croſ7, made at 
Ba'tiſm , #hiz ixdced iS rehuired of the Mi- 

miſter 
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niter 3 and *tis his peculiar part to do iti and 
for ought ſknow , it is no more to the peo- 
ple than his wearing the Smrpluſs , and it he 
knows it to be his duty, why will you deny 
him his liberty to do it. Mr: Baxter teach- 
eth us, that in ſzch things , we ought tobe 
guided by cur Paſtors , which is certainly re- 
quired ; while they are only ſuſpected , or 

at leaſt they are not fo certain , 
_— that they are ſinful 3 as we arc 
I COrHanns > that we ought to obey, as 
he reaſons well. 

Eſpecially , Signing with this Signe, be- 
ing the Miniſters own A, you may ven» 
ture to give him ſo much porer, astodoit, 
without offence to you,or , fo great offence , 
as tO cauſe you to ſeperate. Belides', if you 
cannot be per{waded to like this one Attion, 
yet you nut remember the Rule of Ames, 
and ſeperate for this,in #»thing elſe but what 
needs all this trouble 2 you have known a 
way this ren years, to aniwer this ſtriyple, 
by private Bapriſms : #nd yoit will khow, 
how toſerve your ſchves 5 +11 this of the Kings 
Declaration without my adrice but then, 
why ſhould you ſeperare , of gather into 
new Churches , tor that ,- which the Decle+ 
ration removes without ſxch doings? why do 

ou /tz1 and diſtra& the Church ,-by killing 
i*Gnat upon hez forebead, with ts pvtut 4 
Poke. I 2 Sir. 
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Sir , you intimate, p..35. the Caſe is alte« 
red : but ſurely, not much as to this point, 
betwixt us and the old+ Non-Conformiſts , yet 
you well know , all contormed with the 
people in , and contended tor Lay Communi- 
or , againſt the Browniſts , yea, it is a wor- 
thy obſervation of 1Mir. Baxter , that if 
there be any altcration, 'tis for the bertcy 
for the people, as he ingenioully ccnfeſ- 
icth and accounts, Take his words af 
largc, 
Though , faith he , Miniſterial 
—_ Conformity be to us another thing 
div. p.55, (by reaſon of the ew impoſutions ) 
© than it was to our predeceſſoxs,yet, 
© to the people Conformity is the ſame, it not 
eaſier ( c(pecially to them that T now ſpeak 
<to,) for 1c is the Lyturgy , Cercmonies,and 
« Mjaiſtry that moſt alienate them-—and the 
' « Lyturgy isa little amended as to them , by 
« the-change of the Trantlation, and ſome 
little words, and by ſome longer Prayers, 
« and the Ceremonies are the ſame. And thir- 
© ty. years ago , \thcre were many bare Rea- 
© dinggnot preaching Munlicrs, tor one that 
« thexc is now 2 theretore 4 our caſe of ſepe- 
« ration being the {ame , with that it was of 
< old, take it to be fully contuted by the 
«< Anticnt ,Non-Contormilis. 
Aud I have ſo great a vencration of 
@. [ 


Churches Sinful. 117 


«the worthy Names (much more an cſtima»- 
« tion of the reaſunings ) of Mr. Cartwright, 
C Eoerton, Hilderſh 104, Dod. Ameſues, Parker, 
© Bains, Brightman, Ball, Bradſhaw, Paget , 
© L,atpley, Nicls, Hering,' and many other 
(ch , that I ſhallnot think they knew not 
© phy ehcy choſe this ſubject and wrote 
© more againft Seperation than the Confor- 
© mits did. Thus he hath givcn youa full 

wry of old N»1- Conformiſts , and their ver- 
dit againli Sepcyation from our Parochial 
Congregations , and our preſent way of 
worſhipping God : and faved me much 1a- 
Lure in tat particulay. 
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CHAP. XxvI 


Further proof that the praficeis Schyſm , by 
way of Reply to bis O5jecito us againſt its 


ut for all this, gathering Churches is not 

Fepcrats 1. Who will fay fo belides ? Re- 
fufing our Communion, aud gathering them- 
ſelves into diſtin Congregations , 1 am ſurc 
was that which the o'd Non-Confurmills 
wrgte agairlt , and called n Seperation,and 
though other things occurred by way of Ar- 
Iument , this was the main feope and bore 
the Burthen of their Dijputations. 
MIT I 3 Pclides 
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Beſides , you cannot in earneſt accuſe our 
Communion with a, and what then can 
excuſe your leaviag us and gathering cw 

Churcbentrom Sepcration : according, to the 
judgment of all bt it Yr ſelves * the WY pe - 
Lee hembchs Cs riot excepted , who, never 
that I cvcr heard of, ventured to gaeſtion 
the 122jor propoſition of this Argumcnt,but 
denied the TH 0 

Th.fe which ſcperate from a true Church in 
whoſe Communion is nothing ſinful, arc gaiilty 
of $chyſ 1. 

But you ſeperate from a true Chrrch in 
wh ſe Communion there is mthi 4 fins 
ful. 

Theref,re you are puilty of Schyſm 

For all this » ve may gather Courches and 
be neither Shyſmatichs nor Seperati/ts, and 
wc have cight Reaſons to prove it, a wi ole 
cluſter ot them : we ſhall cry heir wcight , 
C peclally . lecing they would bcar us down 
1n a point contrary to the fence of all man- 
kind z tor new rcaſons are not alwaics 


" 

B.it they arc clung together {o that we 
fake (evcu of them at oncc, or they arc 
(47 ed. 

» The Nox Conformijts, though they 
gather Churches are no ſepcr atits ; tor thcy 
wil not pr onounce any of your Pariſi -Chur= 


cs 
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ches Nall, which have lawful Miniſters : 
not Null by any means, but they will 
make them as void as they can. 

2+ They will not ſay, that your V/-rhip 
is fach, as no man may lawfully communt- 
citein. We arc beholding tp you, perhaps 
one Or two in a Nation, {carce ina Pariſh, 
by your good will. 3. They ſhall hold 
that; Pariſh bounds are very convenient : 
they fill hold this, what ever elle they 
have let flip and none ording- 
rily , but Pariſherr, to be of che Church; 
but what Church de you mean ? the ol4 
or erp , none of the Pariſh, -it they can 
help it ſhall be of the old, and as many 
ot of the Pariſh, as they can draw in 
for ought T perccive ſhall be of the wew. 
4+ They aredriven from thc Pariſh-Mint- 
try againſt their Wills : and had rather hold 
their Axcieat (tations,& they will thankfully 
return when they have [ezve. But muſt they 
therefore break ancient boundiand (poil the 
Pariſhes towhich they would xcturrand atter 
they have taught the people to go aſtray, 
they are not ſure they will rcturn with 
a whiltle. 7. they ſet not up th: Church- 
Government of the people over the P (tors ” 
but thcy diffolve the government of the 
Barochiat and Epiſcopal Paſtor, and teach 
the people by their countexancing of ſepe- 
L 4 Yat101 
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ration to deſpiſe and Hake of both. $. They 
detire nothing more than as ncighbour 
Miniltcrs in love to carry on the 
ſame work of Chriſt with us, and 49 nv- 
thing lels. 

But what of all this ? therefore they are 
no ſip-ratits : how fo ,- becauſe , hercin 
they difler in their priaciples from the old 
Seporatifs > what then, if they are the 
ame in that very pratice that mage them 
& peratilts, 

I am much of the mind ſtill, chat thoſ 
that are* guilty of finfx! ſeperation arc 
ſeperatiſts : and that thole that "volunta» 
rily ſeperate from a true Church where th. y 
may communicate withou? fir, and gather 
Churches, in oppplition thcreunto , arc 
guilty of a finful ſeperation, do with your 
rcaſons what you will. 

They may perhaps prove that the »/1 
Seperatiſts had fore principles about thele 
things worſe than the zew : but,under your 
favour , I think if theſe ſeperate a5 hey did 
and think themſelves they have not fo 
much to ſay againft our Churchcs as they 
of old did , thur prafiſe of ſepeyation is the 
worſe tor this, and not a whit rhe bereer. 
Now give me leave to bring forth my re. 


ſon too. Tis this 


It a great and real cauſe of frperation 
aocs 
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does warrant and jultine it jn all mens 
judgment but yowr own, the leſſer the canſe 
ot ſeperation 1s, the worſe it is, and the 
more {chy{matical; and contequently where 
there 1s no real cauſe at all, *tis ryorſt of all. 

Therefore, I conccive the old Non-Con- 
formiſts, as well as the late Prerbyte- 
rizns, hrlt charged thoſe that ſeperated 
with theerror of the fa viz. Seperation : 
and in the fſccond place, upon their rea- 
ſons given for their ſeperetion , from the 
Nulity of our Churches and Miniſtery,Sc. 
they fect themſelves upon the proofe and 
diferice ot them but never took (uch their 
falſe «pini»ns to be of the eſſence of their 
SEPcr ations > but only 25 th:ir *xe ifons and 
excules for their evil prattiſcs ot Scperatt- 
ons. This ought tobe heeded 3 and then © 
what becomes of your lump of reaſons? 
ſcacen of the cight, you ſee, are light and 
weigh very little, it the matter againſt 
them be weiglid alſo. 

But, what think you of the other ree- 
fn, the ſixt in number ? trucly that hath 
lo great a Smack of the o!4 ſeperation,and 
ſUlf-e/teem and admiration of their own way 
that we threry it ar91y betare a5 worle then 
nonz, When ever it came to oar hauds z 
clpc cially in chapter 13, 

It you ſuſpect us, take it into your 

hand 


x22 NonCovfozmiſisg New 
band , as*tis waſht aud rubb'd and preſent- 
ed to you in the belt manrrer the Antbir 
can ſet it forth; he faith , they prefer their 
ern maner of worſþiping God as better than 
tbe Liturgy in their opinion ( no doubt of 
that) and therefore 20 be ch ſen when they may 
ebooſe C but who hath given them this 1t- 
berty! ! and freed their Conſcicnces from the 
obligation I know not , though they may 
En ayprniſht ) but they account It not 
the only acceptable w rſhip , but arc PICcs 
nt with yu in fſirit, as tf e great Ap ſtile 
7 = with tt COTTUPTL © orinthi ins; but why 

aly in ſpiriz and not in body Thad like 
tn > how thought that Commund on in ſpirit 
uw a bad worthip, had bcen the more 
dzygerous of the two, ) dcfiring a 
pt in the prayers of all true Chriſtians 
w the World, and truely no more than need, 
by fuch praftilcs they ſeperate allmolt 
from them all, and think to be juſtitycd 
ty luch kd of Þ eafons. 

But who tajis not the ſmack, of Browniſm 
and Douatiſm herc » for what ts the mcan- 
"og ot it but th at ur way of worſhi ip 15 not 

ood as it ſhould be ,, tor ccrtain! 'Y, theirs, 
15 20 beetcy than it ſpoxld be 3-yet they mult 
leave cuers , to enjoy their orwn,as bettey 3 our 
way 15 theretore , defcalive, it not Corrupt. 
But, wherein is it defedive more thay yours? 
bave 
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have not we as many Pſa/ms and Chaptets 
read , as many Sacraments Adminiſtred , 
as many Sermons preached, as you, doth 
not the Pariſh Miniſter ., generally pray 
before and after Scrmon, as well as yours? 
and have we not the Common-prayer over 
and above ? where is our defet ? away with 
theſe pititul ſhews inſiead of reaſonings- 
It we are corrupt in our worſhip, lay /@, if 
that be the reaſox of your {cpcration, ſay ſo, 
and be Seperatifts indecd fay plainly 'tis a 
purer worſhip and refurmation that you leave 
us IOTs 

But , let it be what it will, you your ſelf 
think our way acceptable to God 3 you jozne 
withus in it; you perlwade others tolt : 
ſo that what defeds or corraptions you hnd 
n it, cannot juſtifc their ſeperation trom us, 
in your opinion , and fee not, how you 
can avoid j%ining with us in this allo; and 
tolay , they are Schyſmaticky tor lo doing» 
Elpecially ſach Non-contorniifts, whole 
Adminiſtrations you ſuppoſe as bad as the 
Liturgy. P+ 16» 

But you intimate oxcdiflerence more (tor 
your felt ale , 1 fuppule )betwixt yu and 
the Erowniſts in another place, where you 
aSx , whether ſuch gathered Churches would 
be Schyſmatical if the Common pray:r were 
read in them? But, what is the reading the 
Comms 
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Comm 1 prayer to Seper ation trom the 
Church? or ,why cannot you better hear 
it in me Temple; the ſame mode of wor- 
hip, 15 no excxſe, but an a7gravann ot 
liviſim and fecperation 3 ſeeing they that 
zſ3 it, fay they. like it 5 and fohaiveno rea- 
foa tron! the pot of wwwhip to forfake our 
Communion. We have a Demonſtration 
trom che Church of Coriath 1 who , had 
all the ſame Apottolical mode of worſhip, 
and y.t are charged by the Apytle him- 
tclt, with 4zoifine and Schyſm, 
Wherctore, though we take it kindly 
that you are moderate in your own prattice, 
and let the World and your brethren know 
x, and propoſe your advice and examplc 


I ,, , . - > * 
to your brethren {o ſezſonably in it , I can- 
hot but a little rctlcct upon thoſe words of 
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Bit. thorug? I wil zot bind my ſelf ( take 
bieed of that) I here tell the IVorld,—if op- 
preunity E wn!t ſomctimer pray freely 
with: forms, and ſomvtimes we ſime part 
of the Common Liturgy : and ſ\metime wſe the 
Piformid Litwroy, which in 1601. was a+ 
{ reed 00 by ( ommiſſioned Non-Conftormitts , 
thor, h being axe in exream baſt , it hould be 
review d and perfcficd. 

But why would you not uſe at theſe at 
nec*then *tis like ſome b14y would be pleaſed. 


8/75 
In 
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Ia carneſt , nault the Liturgy eltabliſhed by 
Law , and ſoJong prattice, obtain no moe 
with you, than the other two waics mcentio» 
ned ? Speak plam , were the Non-C af or 
milts then Commiſſioned fir that purpoſe, to 
make a new Licurgy , as youdo more than 
intimate ? Really, me thinks, untill clus 
ew one be amended , you ſhould preter or 
Liturgy , which wzs made by as good men , 
and with Jeſs baſte, and more deliberati- 
ON. 

But you may have ſome pecrirar reaſon 
why you would honour this Reformed Litzr- 
gy, asyoucall it, pray what is it? Becaulc 
it i5 new ? or becauſe you arefor change? or 
tor a third realon y:u wot of ? Indeed Nos 
velty, Change, and Property arc three great 
Argiments with forme men, that are no 
{mall pretenders to Antiquity, ſ-/utiongand 
ſelf-demal, 

But all this concerns not you : pray whae 
arc your reaſons tor the ule of it ? you have 
told us nothing, of it yet , but 1tS imperfecti- 
»17, and | conot hear of any one hitherto 
that , tzem the worth and cxccllepcy ot it, 
bath been induced to pradiſe it : your rea- 
{ons may pothbly uraw ſome one or other to 
joine with you in that yew Liturgy : In the 
11:ean time pardon me in the mention ot arr 
«dd paſlage , Ihearg in the times of our late 
C 1/ ze + 
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Confuſions , what Church arc you of pray, 
C one askt another ) Tam, quoth he, of Mr. 
Barbers Church ? Mr. Barbers Church,a 
Church I have not heard of before, pray 
how many members have you ? truely, faith 
he very gravely, we have none yet, but him 
and TI; but we hope we ſhall have more, 


CHAP. XVII 


More diref proof that this pradliſe is Sebyſm. 
With conſidering the principles upon which 
they ſeperate. 


| Shall tix my foot and prove more dirc&t- 
ly , that ſech ſeperation without Juſt 
ground, is plain Schy{m in all the Notion of 
Schylm we have hithert» received in the 
Church of God, without any ſuch conſi- 
deration of the Browniſts principles, deny- 
ing the truth of the Churches or Miniftcry, 
or larfulneſs of the worſhip , from which 
luch ſeperation was made. 

1+ Firſt inthe Scriptures, Schyſm is con- 
demned with dividing the Church into 
parties, forſaking the Aſſembling of our ſelves 
together , (cperating themſelves, drawing 
diſciples atter them , creeping into Hemſes , 
and leading filly wmen Captive , and - 
Ke 
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like without any ach thing, as qaeltin- 
ning , much leſs denying the truth of thoſe 
Churches , Miniſtryox Worſhip, as 15 evident 
beyond all diſpute and toa plain Demonftra- 
tion, in thoſe Schyſmaticks in che Church 
of Corinth : who kept in their publique Af- 
ſimblies, and indced preferred one of their . 
Miniſters m the ſame Church, before the reſt: 
but denicd not amy of them, except to bear 
them 3 and that was their Schyſm , though 
they complained not againſt cither the Cox- 


firution ot their Church , or the corruprions 


in 1t , which yet were great and many,both 
m I-@rine , Worſhip, and Diſcipline, as is 
well known. 

Yea , though the Minifters in Corinth, 
walked in love together, and carried on the 
ſame work of Chrilt , as you pretend vyith 
us , and made no ſuch attempts of drawing 
partics from their brethren, to themlelves, 
and had no hand at all in the Schyſm , that 
we rcad of, but the great ApoſHe hinalelt dit- 
likes and proteſts againlt it, becaale only 
the pe ple too "much admired ſome, to the 
diſuke of others ot their Min#ters , they axe 
charged with Schyſm, as betore was n&- 
ted. 

2+ Shortly after, we have an account of 
Scbiſm trom Ipnatins, and what was it, bu 
a not owning or lubmicing to the Govern- 
gs 5 
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ment of their proper Biſhops and P 2ſt 1x7, 
without any ill rcficctions or denials of ther 
office , or the truth of their Churches, or any 
tuch thing. 

3. Next, weread of that great Schyſm 
both of the Ez/fern and Weſtern Churches, 
( for neither could be freed from the charge 
of it ) about the time of the cclebration of 
Eaſtcr , upon this ſlight occaftion , without 
any of the ſaid Browniſtical principles, they 
ſeperated from, by refuſing Communion 
with one another, tor many years together; 
and though the occaſion was fo very flight, 
it is noted fora great, yea ther:fore,tor the 
greatcy Schylm in Church tory. 

4. 'Atter this, we rcad ot the S-hyſm of 
Donatiſm : this, though it ſpread, and run 
very deep into Naughty , and much like to 
cur later Seperation-principles about the 
Church at laft 3 yet at firſt 1c was occaſioned 
by a contention about thc B:ifhoprick of Ce- 
cilianus , and theretore brauded with the 
name ot Schyſm; elpecially , when the Do- 
natiſts much like our late Seftaries , rctuſcd 
Communion with the Church , bccaule cor+ 
ruptions WCIC tollcrated : contending that 
they were the only pure Church and (poule of 
Chrittzand this 5 little otherwiſe, than what 
at preſent 1s pretended , by fuch as would 
not becalled Separati/ts, 

5, The 
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5- The great ground of Schyſm abſerv- 
ed from Church ſtory by Mr- 
Hales, was generally , contention: 
about Biſhops , as itis now with- 
cut any Browniſtical principles, 

He notes , that at hrit there was but one 
Cathedral Church in one Dioceſs, afterwards, 
(one had two fome more , and it happen'd 
many times , that thele Cathedrals had di- 
'inti Biſhops , and thcle by their differences 
many times came to have diſtin Churches 2 
and theſe Churches retuſed to communicate 
with one another tor the fake of their Biſhops 
which was called $eyſm : though it was , 
no Brow#iſm it was a feperation very liks to 
eurs in our Pariſh-Chutches, this was, faith 
St. Cyprian , Erigere altare contra Altare,and 
to this doth that father impute (as Mr. Hales 
ſurther obſexves ) all Church-diſirders , and 
it you read him you would think, he thought 
11 0 her Church-tumult to be Shyſm but 


th; 


Of Schyſm 
pe. 12. 


Indeed , Schyſm 15 any unwarrantable 
Ereach of nnity in the Church of God; where 
round this, } you tmd Schyſm, let the 
ccaſion be what it will, tis a lintul praice, 
dividing the Church, by our ſelves or »thers 
ind lies not in the reaſon of that pradtice, un- 
cls it be conſiderable tor the excuſe of it: as'aM 
D5rines content. 
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Contr Fauſt, 1. _ St. Auſtine, ycbyf- 
20. C3. G&. de 14 oft, &c. Schyſm is a late 
fid. 0 oper.c. 3. diſſention or diſavreement of s 
& contr.Creſ-gr. Congregation ariſing from ſome 

PR Ee Dt: verſity in epinton © » NO mat- 
ter what it bc. 

And again , more full to our purpolc, 
Sbyſaqzicos facit non diverſa fides , fed Com- 
munionuis diſrupta ſocictas. Do you ak what 
ir Schyſm? it is not adiffering Faith , but 
a "6. the fellowſhip ot Communion, 
which makes men Scbyſmaticks. 

Let more plainly , Schyſma et eadem oi 
niautem C& codemR tt utentem Solo Congrega- 
tionis delefari difidio. Schyli is, _ a 
man, that profeſſeth the ſame faith and wor- 
ſhip, is delighted only with the difference of an 
aim er Congregation. You might have 

viſed this Fatber a little better , had he 
bzcn now alize but, jt ſcems, yoxr objection 
was they urg.d by ſome that you are loath to 
own, 

And this jame a9ti» of Schylm kept its 
ground 1a the Chugch trom St. Auge to Be- 
28 3 LIMC 949ue five Irxoracta clt, 
8c.Schy {m os Divition, {aith Bezs 
15 this, when men are ' ſo,ad4idted 
to ſome men cr to ſome outrwardkites , that 
thoug' they dv agree in the chief points of 
Rel:gion, vet they are otranged in their minds. 
ak 


An. in 1, 
£0 I, 10. ; 
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1:4 engage themſelves into parties and Fadti- 
o#r- Thus Beza , and yet he paſſeth for a 
Prerbyterian , and fodoth Mr. New comen, 
who uſecrh all theſe places of Authority, to 
my very purpoſe, againſt the Independents , 
who would it ſeems , have cxcuſed their 
Schyſm frm the Moderatian of their prin- 
ciples , and the ſoundneſs of their Dotlrine, 
PRO IE therefore ſhall be the xcxe 
men. Sr. a; Pretbyterian that we ſhall pro- 
Pauls, p. duce for this xotion of Schyſm , 
14. not neceſſarily incluſive of the 
Browniſts rigid principles. 

He tells us plainly , as I obſerved in my 
-they book , their holding one head and one 
faith with us doth nit excuſe them from being 
guilty of breach of unity and down-right 
Schyſm, as long as they bold not one body, one 
Baptiſm. As it he had ſaid, Ict your prin- 
ciples be what they will, you are down- 
right Schyſmaticks while you ſeperate and 


break our unity, 


Ep to his Reſt 
printed 1669, 


As for Seperation, Mr, 
Baxter tells us, that the miſ- 
chief of it lies not in the 
bare error of judgment , but in the unchri- 
ſtan and Church-diſſolving divihon , 
and Alienation which thence tollow- 
(th. 

Yea , let us know the man that did ever 
R 23 diret- 
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diretly or by any clear conlequence tobe 
drawn from his words, print ſxch a Notion 
of Schyſm , as includes the Browniſts rigid 
principles about our Churches, &c. in the 
Nature of it. Examine Camermm , Ames, 
Hales, Brinſly, and it any others be dearer 
to you, and ſee, whether their definition: 
take in any ſuch thing z or can bear ſuch ay 
expoſition , as you would put upon them. See 
how Mr. Czwdreyand the Loudon Miniſters, 
at Sion-Coll:dg deal with the Independents 
in the point z and whether you cau pollibly 
perſwade your (clft , to continue in the be- 
leit, that tor the reaſoxs you have alledged, Þ 
the Non-Conformiſt 3 may gather Churches and 
not be Seperatiſts in the judgment of” che 
Presbyterizny , betore the year 1660. or 
any of the old Non-Conformitts ; you may 
ſce their Judgmeat in general» 'by. a few 
quotations out of their writings, 


Churches Sinful, 


CHAP. XVIII. 


Teſtimonies of Non-Confourmitts for the 
ſame, 


lve me leave teuther in this worthy v@- 
dit, with an Argument after your 
own mode, 
I will undertake to prove , that the Nun- 
Conformiſts , bath Ancient and Modern, before 
16695. held, gathering Churches out of cur 
Churches unlawful 3nd Schyſmatical, and 
that abſolutely , without any reference to 
the principles upon which itis don, much 
Ids the Browniſtical. 
Do you prove afterwards , if it be poſh- 
ble, that they {uppoted your New diſtin- 
flims and evalions, or that they , at any 
time Jet words drep trom them ſigmtying 
an allowance of Seper ation trom onr Chur- 
ches and letting up Her ones, Upon fuch 
wcak grounds as you ftand UPOn. 
Mr. Ball I had mcentionyd in 

Mr. Ball. ! 
my laſt, as oc of the old - wri- 
tis, tiat had wrotc for Communion 
wich or Parochial Congrey,ations s you rell 


P | 
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me ſubtilly , that he ſpeaks not againſt Non- 
Contormiſts preaching, and thats an Anſwer. 
But I muſt now add,that,that grea/Nohcon: 
formilt doth not plead for our Communion 
as lawful , but ina fort neceſſary 3 and that 
to {eperate from us is a finfull Seperti- 
ON« 
—_— He telleth you roundly , that 
wo/ 6riendly ſuch Seperation 15 the Wound of 
Tryal. the Church, yaa , who- 
loever ſpirateth from the body of 
2be Church ſeperatcth from Chriſt in that re- 
ſpett. -Voluntary Seperation from the 
Lords Table , and the Prayers ( he reckoned 
upon more than bearing Sermons ) of the 
Congregation, what is but a willing Excom- 
municating of our ſelves from the viſible token: 
of the Lords preſence and love is it not 
& greater fin in Mimbers to deprive themſelve; 
( then in the Church Governors to deprive 0* 
bers) of the ſame Communion for ſmall occa- 
frons? you lee he makes the ſmalneſ7 of the 
occaſion of Seperation to be Emphaſis and 
Aggravation ot it. 
Again more ({martly in his Anſwer to Cam 
| Thus, © Sepcration from the truc 
__ Churches of Chriſt , his Miniſtc- 
*ry and Worſhip ( of which fort I ſhall, 
© prove that to be by the word ot God, tor 
* which I plead) meaning the Chutch et Ez- 
olana 
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*olaud) tendeth not to the overthrow of 
* Anti-Chriſt , but to the Keating of the 
* Church, the diſgrace of Religion, the 
* Advancen. eat of Prid-, Schyſm,Contenti- 
* on, the offence of the weak , the griet of 
* the Godly, who be better (etled, the hard- 
ning of the Wicked , and the Kecovery or 
' riling again of Anti-Chriſt. 

2. Let worthy Mr. Hilderſham lay down 
his grave and weighty point 
clearly and boldly , and likc 
himiclt *tis this, Thoſe At- 
lſemblics that enjoy the Word and PF oflrinc 
oft Salvation z though they have many Cor- 
ruptions xremaiming, iu them , arc to be ac- 
kaowledged the true Churches of God , 
and (uch as none of the faithtul may make 
Separation from. ( He will not allow yau, 
upou pretence oft purity and ſerving Gor 
better in your way, to {cperate and guthcy 
Churches, not any one, none of tbe j 1i/;fu!) 
he proccecds to prove it largely: and it may 
be well known how ſevere hcis , againlt che 
faithful , that will ordinarily leave their bo- 
neſt AM iniltcy, to hear thole that are morc 
able : upon pretences ot profiting better by 
thera ; which is yet the b;jt ples the proſe: 
Separation hath tor it (lt. 

2+ *M.Cilvin lpcaksto the 
* potnt with no mean auths- 


Is. rity 


r 


Hilderſham wyon 
4-J0b. p. 149. 


Calvin Infti li. 4. 
ce 1/e#.9,10.12, 
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©rity. He tells us, that whereſoever the 
© Goſpel is purely preached , and the $ rx 
* ments Adminittred according to the Inf; 
* tation of Chriſt ;there 1s the Church of Gud. 
© ..--_ There appears neither a deceitful nor 
© d,ubtful tace of a Church, ot which n 
© ran may ctither deſpiſe the Arthority, 
YT: iakc the Admonition or rclilt the Crrtnle! 
© or mock at the Correions 3 much cls de: 
* part from it, breaks jn fſundcr the Unity 
© of it, and go unpuniſhed. 

For the Lord fo highly c{teems the Cum: 
* ,xi0# Of the Church , that he counts him 
© for a Traiterous rnn-away, and torlaken of 
< Religion z whoſoever (hall fwubbrurnly + 
< ftrange himſclt from any Chrittian fcllow- 
< ſhip, ſo that it be ſzech a one as hath the 
" true Miniſtry of the word and $2o4 
© mMents« 

© The fellowſhip of ſuch a Church, is not 
© tobe caſt off; although it ſwarm full of 
< faults, though there be faults in the Ad- 
< miniſtration , cither of Dottrine, or of the 
© Sacraments 3 yet we ought not to (ftrange 
© our {clves from the Communion of it : tor 
<all the Articles be not of one ſort : and 
< therefore for every light deſſention wt: 
ought. not raſhly to forlake the Church. 

» The value which our Ez/eþ Presby 

tFr1ans juſt betore the Jar. : had of ou: 
Chnreh 
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_ , Charch and its izy-Conr- 
Letter of many i. meaning (is not ampertinent 
pifters in OId E102 : 
land , ts their but very conſiderable : to» 
brethren in new E, gether % with the Cenimre 
pub by Mr. Aſh, they then pals'd upon tuch 
we TOP aSrefufed 1ts 
* They fpeak to their brethren in New 
*.kretand thus, it we deny Communion 
with ſuch 2 Church as »ur 56; there hath been 
#9 Church thele «$400 wars , with which 
1 Chrivian might lawfully joixe. Nay , 
tat it fuch ſcruples as are now 1n your 
* heads may take place, it will be wnlaw- 
' jul to hold Communion with any ſociety 
uuder Heaven. 
os | 5. Mr. Gifford an old Noa» 
Giffard Print- . 7 _ 
ed 1495, Contormitt, wrote a book 
) calld a plain Declaration 3 
wherejn he doth not vindicate every thing 
in our Church ; but that there is no ſaffiet- 
eat Cauſe ct iepcration 3 Complains thus , 
* lome axe. proceeded 10 this that they will 
* come to the Aſſemblics to hear Sermons 
* and the Prayers ot the Preacher > but -not 
© tothe prayers of the Book, z which I take to 
©b:a more ericvars lin than many do (up- 
* pole. But yet this 15 not the wortt, tor ſux-+ 
* dry are gon farther; and taln into a damna- 
© ble Schy/mrz and the fame fo much the more 
© fearful and dangerous in that many do 
* 80g 
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S #0} ſee the foulncls of it; but rathcr hold 
* them a5 Godly Chriſtians 3 and , but a little 
over-ſhot in ſome matters, 
6. We come now to review the Teſtimo- 
nics we gave in our laft, trom the late Pret- 
biterian Controverſie with the Independents; 
we pitcht upon ſome words of the Provin- 
cial Aſſembly in London : and the Argument 
(ent to the Aſſembly ot Divines by the Lon- 
doa Minilteys trom Sion Colledge , twoemi- 
nent bodies of known Presbyterians. And 
we yct ſee no reaſon to judg , but their 
words and, Arguments arc very dire and 
tall to the purpoſe z, c{pecially confidering , 
the moſt pittiful ſhifts of our Anſwerer as 
bout them. 
Tut divin Asto the words, in the Divine 
Reg, Eccl, TieÞt of Prerbytery, be faith, chat 
book was {uppoſcd to be penn'd 
by Dr Roberts now a Comformift. But what 
doth he mean ? was he a Contormitt then ? 
or doth not tic book plead tor the Presbyze- 
ry, and its fus Divinem? and in the fame 
ſence by which hc nimiclt dehnes a Presbyte- 
rizn? yea, wasit not owned by , and pub« 
liſhed under the name of the provincial Af 
fembly of Presbyterians? and what matter is 
it then who pendit ? the like dealing you 
uſe about Mr- Trapp : you fay he is a Confor- 
miſt, what then ? hath he not given a juſt 
account 


za 
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account ot the book written by the Condor 
Miniſters , as I faid he did? their reaſons 
illedged by me, were alledgcd by a Confor» 
miſt : yet they arc theirs ſtill, What manner 
of anſwering is this ? It were not pardona- 
ble with jome Adverſariecs , buit you are faln 
into merciful hands. | 

The Authority ot the perſons then is clear: 
the words1 cited out of the pretace to that 
book called , Fns Divinum regiminis Eeclefi- 
itici, wcre thele , Parochial Churches are rc 
ceived as irne viſible Churches of Chrift , and 
moſt convenient for edification : gathering 
Churches out of Churches hath no footfteps in 
Scripture : is contrary to Apoſtolical pratiice* 
is the ſcat tering of Chnreher, the Daughter of 
Schyſm : the Mother of Confuſion aud the ftep- 
Mother of edification- 

Obſerve , they conderun gathering Chur- 
cher out of our Churches : abſolutely , and 
without any reſpeft to the principles upon 
which it was done p articularly , they call it 
the Dazeghter of Schyſm , ſeperation 1n order 
unto the gathering, of Churches being Schyſm 
it (elf, in the then Presbyterian Opiut- 
ONs 

|; The Arguments , Ttook outot 
Sion-Coll. the Letter of the London Miniſters 
to the Aſſembly were thele, the Independents 
are gual y of Schy(m. 1. Becaulc they re- 


fuſe 
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firſe Communion with our Churches in the 
Sacraments» 2+ They ere ſeperate Congre- 
getions under a (eperate undiſcovered Go- 
verament : never charging them with any 
Browni'tical principles, but the Ft it (elf, 
an *undoubted proot of what they under- 
took to prove. 

Again to the ſame purpoſe , they char 
them with three great Scandals, how you 
will avoid cither of them I cannot Devine. 
T1. That they ſeperated from the true Church. 

2+ That they endeavoured by drawing Mem- 
bore out of i« to make up their ſeperate Cbur- 
__ to weaken and diminiſh the Chrrch. 

. That they endeavoured to get a warrant 
to authorize both ,viz. by a Toleration : and 
this, (ay they, we think to be plainly uns 
Lireful. 

Now, hereupon, Iam boll to challenge 
our Anſwerer, or any one Elle, to prove 
clearly , that any one Emincnt Presbyterizn 
before 1550- wasnct utterly apaiult all the 
three , againlt luch ſeperation, ſuch gathey- 
7 Charches , and fuch Toleration. Con- 
vince me it you can : but not by telling me 
theyarc now tor them 2l/, That they would 
Tolerate , twings 1lerable, that is gathering 
Churches : and perſyns Tolerable , that 1s 
Presbyterians , as you ſpeak very intell;11- 


bly. 


Bit 


P- 
I wv 


Churches Sinful, I14r 


Put no wonder, they arc chang'd in 
their thoughts ot theſe things : the caſe is 
Alter'd. as you hint. 

Truc, there arc ſome new impoſitions upon 
Miniſterial Comtormity 3 but other Alterati- 
ns tender our Lay-Communion more eafily 
4han it was betore the wars, when the Preſ- 
Lyterian denicd it not as was noted out of 
Mr. Baxter betore 3 who alſo aflures us that 
Defizce of he nevcr heard of five N n-Confor- 
his cure maſts, bclides the five diſſenting 
P. 13s brethren 1n the Aſſembly at Welt- 

minſier, he mcans , they contor- 
med 25 Miniſters of the Church of Englind 
before they fate there. 

However , that Churches may nat be ga- 
thered out of Churches 15 aſſerted not asa 
Temporary trutlh, but moral; depending. 
upon the Natzre of a Church which nerr: 
alters: or givesany occahien of change , in 
the judgment, about this point. 

The Bouks of Mr. Camdre; 
© that Captarn in the Presbyteria# 
Army againſt Dr. Oe, and the Indepen- 
dents, challenge you all. We may, faith he 
* prove them to be Schyſmatical. x. by a v0- 
* luntary Seperation trom true Churchss; 
© with whom we dare ſay , they may Com- 
* municate without ſin, and ſo conſequently: , 
© exmſeleſly renaing the body of Cbrilt, — 

"s 


Cawdrey. 
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© their rexoun:ing Communion with us , to 
Iadep. further '& t up a Church of ano- 
provdScbyſp.73,74 ther cOmſtirutzon and (o 
* condemning ourChurches 
© zpſofaQto, as no truelyconſtituted Churches, 
Mark , eonderming our Churches ipſo fatto. 
Their very Aft is enough 3 whether they #- 
vow fuch principles or not: and conle- 
quently , what cvcr you pretend to the con- 
trary; your very departzretrom us, and ma- 
king new Churches , docs of it ſelf condemn 
you of Schyſm. 
. He concludes his firſt book 
Ire ag bravely, they, faith he , that 
* raiſe differences in them 3. c. 
*in our Churches : and draw diſciples trom 
© them and rexounce Communion with them , 
© ſay what they pleaſe or can tothe contrary 
*are Schy(maticks quod erat deMoroſtrau- 
© dum. 

I only aſſume, that generally the Nox- 
Conformiſts mike differences in our Churches, 
draw Diſciples trom them, and renoznce 
Communion with them , quod oft demonſtra- 
:m,And nowT beg, leave of my An{werer to 
conclude with the words in my laſt, that ſo 
mach offended him ; that 1 atm fure the 
Presbytcriaus, (if they walk bythe princi- 
ples of their Fathers betore the Kings re- 
urn) T am{ure, I fay, that they have 
reaſon 
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reaſon to engage in a way of puvlique worſhip, 
cntradiſtinci t9 our Parochial Congregati- 
oh, 
The Iſie of the travers, fajth 
ENNN Mr. Brinſlcy, is no more but 
| * this. It there be amongſt us, a 
* Sepcration trom a true Church, and that 
* both waluntary and unwarrantable| as the 
* preſent practice ot gathering Churches by 
* the Presbyterians is ] ( which I luppole the 
« evidences given in,have (ufhciently cwitted } 
* then muſt we give {entence , that there 15 
© more then cithcr crimen nominis , Or no- * 
* men criminis , no lels than a Schyſm for- 


* mally and properly lo called. 


CHAP. XXI. 


Gathcring of Chur:hes ought not to be praTi 
ſed, as now it is, eitber, in Conſcience, or 


prudence. Objetiions anſwered, 


Et, we are not ata full Agreement: be 
leems every where, to take it tor, 
granted, that , weare now, at perfect 17- 
berty, to gather new Churches or not, which, 
by no means, I allow, while my principles 
llanl wndemelifÞt : Such as theſe. 
That guar Church of England is a true 
Church : 
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Church that our parochi zt Congregations arc 
true Churches that the people of England 
are gcnecrally, Mcnibcrs of this Church and 
Churcher,or at lealt oezht fo tobe. That they 
Iawefully may , and conl; quently arc, in 
Duty and Conſcience bound to Communicate 
with them. And theretore , tor them to 
Seperate, and to gather themſelves ifto ne 
Congregations , of another conſtitution, is 
plainly ſinful and Schylmatical. 

Upon the pr 677 rfes * I doe conclude, that 
Conſcience ought tir{t to be conſulted in the 
cale : and the many cbligations thereok, ct- 
teQtually and totally removed, before you can 
make it a matter of zxaifferency in it 1elt,and 
of more Chriſtian prudence pro bic & uunc, a* 
you {cem to oem. 

Our Oblizati:-n to this Communion talls 
many waycs upon us :* from our 7clation 
to the Church ;, the Laws of crbabit iti 14 
Church-Membcrs, the Laws of the Kiyne- 
dome, and tlie 1:7 contigued "practice of 
this Church: none ot all which, are in thy 
Icalt toreched,, much 1:45 Altered or Repegll 
by the Declaration of Indnlgcuce. py 

Betides, the many exÞr Js Scriptures 4- 
gain(t our forſ 1477 Olir "wouted ) Aſſemb lier, 
Seperating O1EY ſel: ei, Mt thing parties and d 1- 
vitions in the Church : ' havivg our Teach» 
ers in too much Admiraii%n. "and heaping 
| them 
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them uÞ toowr ſelves, and recciving the faith 
with reſpect of perſons : and drawing Diſct- 
ples after us, in all which , both the pre- 
[int caſe, an41 the ſeveral Conſciences of the 
Non-corfomilts, whether Preachers or people, 
arc in my opinion, not lightly concerned. 
Shake of the Brrthen as well as you can. 
Until theſe things be better an{wered, I 
n.ult add here 3 that the caſe is of vicight in 
p int of Conſcience , as well as prigdence : and 
that gathering Churches , as now you do, is 
2 breach of the Laws both of G4 and Max; 
a £in againtt our Charch in her Rigbt,in our 
perſons and fellowſhip © both with reſpc& to 
our Paſtors and Eretbren and a plain breach 
if our Covenant with them ally a breach of 
the Churches Unity, and Order, and Ancient 
brands and Cuſtoms, and in the Teachers that 
draw away our people, belides all that hath 
b>.cn {aid, a plain robbing of God, the Church 
and our Br ther. To conclude, it the Lars 
ot Preiy , Ju tice, Temperance , Or Charity, 
can xcach the Conſcience, every one ot which 
are vivulatcd by this gathering of Churches,the 
calc 15 not a work of meer Chriſtian prudence, 
and r9 be determined only C 1mPparing the go 4 


md el conſequents F gctber , ds YOU 
ly Þ- 21+ 

But ſuppoling my foundations to ltand 
frm , :n | Conſcience in thc point will /ecu- 
red: 
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* their rexoun:ing Communion with us , to 
Iadep. further - up a Church of _ 
provdSchyſp.73,54 Y cr conſtirution 3 and fo 
condemning, ourChurches 
© zpſofadlo, a5 no truelyconſtituted Churches, 
Mark , eondenning our Churches ipſo fatto. 
Their very A is enough 3 whether they 
vow fuch principles or not: and conlce- 
quently , what cver you pretend to the con- 
traryz your very departzre from us, and ma- 
king new Churches , docs of it ſelf condemn 
you of Schyſm. 
| He concludes his firſt book 
"re tg bravely, they, faith he , that 
© raiſe differences in them 3. c. 
*in our Churches : and draw diſciples trom 
© them and rexounce Communion with them , 
© ſay what they pleaſe or can to the contrary 
*are Schy(maticks quod erat deMoritr 11 
© dum. | 
I only aſſume, that generally the Nox- 
Conformiſts mike differences in our Churches, 
draw Diſciples trom them, and renounce 
Communion with them , quod oft demoxſtra- 
tm,And nowTbcg leave ot my An{werer to 
conclude with the words in my laſt, that ſo 
much offended him; that 1 atn fure che 
Presbytcriaus, (if they walk bythe princi- 
ples of their Fathers betore the Kings rc- 
turn ) T am{ure, I fay, that they have »» 
reaſon 


re 


V1 
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reaſon to engage ina way of puvlique worſhip, 
contradiſtind t29 our Parochial Congregati- 


v8, 
" The Iſſze of the travers, faith 
(og Mr. Brinſlcy, is no more but 


* this. It there be amongſt us, a 
* Seper.ation trom a true Church, and that 
* both valuntary and unwarrantable| as the 
* preſent practice ot gathering Churches by 
* the Presbytertans is ] ( which I luppole the 
« evidences given in,have (ufhciently evitted ) 
* then mult we give f{cntence , that there 15 


© more 'then cithcr crimen m0minis , Or no- * 


* men criminis , no lefs than a Schyſm for- 
* mally and properly lo called. 


CHAP. XXI- 


Gathcring of Chur:hes ought not to be pra; 
ſed, as now it is, either, in Conſcience, or 


prudence. Objetiions anſwered, 


Et, we arc not ata full Agreement: be 
leems every where, to take it for 
granted, that , weare now, at perfect 17- 
berty, to gather new Churches or not, which, 
by no means, I allow, while my principles 
ftan 1 undemeliſÞ*t : Such as theſe. 
That our Church of England is a true 
Church 
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Church that qur parochizt Congregations are 
true Churches that the people of England 
are gcencrally, Mcnoibcurs of this Church and 
Churcheror at lealt orezht fo tobe. That thcy 
Iewfully may, and confcquently arc, in 
Duty and Conſcience bound to Communicate 
with them. And thceretore , tor them to 
Seperate, and to gather themſelves into nen 
Congregations , of another conſtitution, is 
plainly ſinful and Schylmatical. 

Upon the prez. ifes , Idoe conclude, rhar 
Conſcience oughr tir{t to be conſulted in the 
cale : and he many cbligatioas thereot, ct- 
teQtually and totally removed, before you can 
make it a matter ot zxaifferency in it 1elt,arid 
of more Cbriſtian prudence pro bic & uunc, a* 
you ſcem to athrm. 

Our Ob1:;7.4ti-n to this Communion talls 
many waycs upon us : from our 7clation 
to the Church ; the Laws of cbabit iti: of 
Church-Membcrs, the Laws of the Kine- 
dome , and tlie 1:7 contigucd *practice of 
this Church : none ot all which, are in thy 

lealt toreched , much 1:45 Altered 1 Repegld 
by the Declaration ot I;rdnl3euce. - 

Beitdes , the many exproſs Seripturcs a+ 
gain(t our forſ1%»7 o.1r” wonted_) Aſſemblies, 
Seperating owr ſelves, in thing p4#ties and di- 
vilions in the Church : having our ' Teach» 
ers in too mich Admiraii%., and heaping 
them' 


—_ 
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them uÞ toour ſelves, and recciving the faith 
with reſpefi of perſons ; and drawing Diſci- 
ples after us , 1n all which , both the pre- 
[int caſe, an41 the ſeveral Conſciences of the 
Non-corfomiſts, whether Preachers or people, 
arc in my opinion, not lightly concerned. 
Shake oft the Burthen as well as you can. 
Until :beſe things be better an{wered, I 
n.ult add here 3 that the cafe is of weight in 
þ int of Conſcience , as well as pragdence : and 
that gathering Churches , as now you do, is 
2 breach of the Laws both of G4 and Mas 
a £1 againtt our Church in her Rigbt,in our 
perſons and fellowſhip : both with reſpc& to 
our Paſtors and Eretbren and a plain breach 
of our Covenant with them all, a breach of 
the Churches Unity, and Order, and Ancient 
biunds and Cuſtoms, and in the Teachers that 
draw away our people, belides all that hath 
bucn {aid, a plain robbing of God, the Church 
and our Br ther. To conclude, it the Lars 
ot Pieiy, Fu tice, Temperance , Or Charity, 
can xcach the Conſcience, every one of which 
are vivlatcd by this gathering of Churches,the 
calc 1s not a work of meer Chriſtian prudence, 
and to be determined only comparing the good 
id ciil conſequents trgether, as you 
lay Þ- 21» 
But ſuppoling my foundations to ſtand 
tirm , :n | Conſcieace in the point will /ecu- 
L red: 
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red: we may payly a little upon it in 
point of pradence ; eſpecially , fccing, you 
athrm p+ 21+ thathe that through imprudenct 
mijrudgeth either wiy dotb fin. Moreover 
you contels, that the c2ſt js nw of [7 prex 
mm0.t,that n Miniſtcr ſh 8/d rſh'y determine 
it for bi nſelf, p. 20. norupon thedehires of 
ſome of the pe-ple only 3 but ſhould conſult 
with wiſc and fubcr mcn that arc impartial, 
but, it the caſc be ſo diffcu!t tor the Keadcrs, 
who you lay, mt prexch , how dithcult is 
the caſe tor the perple? tor it is, no where 
ſaid, they muſt ſeperate, and leave ws to 
bear you, yea, your ſelf teach the contrary. 

You ltate your nice Caſe,chus,p. 17,1 8.whc- 
© ther 1n competent pariſhes , vihich have Abl: 
£ and Godly cor. t.,rmablc Miniſters , the ob!i- 
F mation to hold Union and Communion with 
* the pariſh-Churchz or the obligati .n to exer- 
© cile a more regular way of Chirch-Diſc- 
* plin and worſhip , than the Pariſh Churches 
*do or will do, ſhould bc judged the more 
© prevalent; and conlequently, whethe 
© they thou'd gather C.wurches out of Chur- 
© ches in this ? 

A Caſe xt {o difficult,as you ſeern to make 
it, it thcre be as you have heard , fo muci 
obligation upon Conlcience to the furme 
part of it touching Communion with us: and 
woe At all letr, tor their gathering-Chyrchs 
{« 


— 
Le. o4 


PE 
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for the ends atligned by you, for they 
cn neither le we xs without lin z nor gather 
Churches without fin as, we hope it hath 
appeared. 

Your opinion is given upon a double ſup- 


þ ſitio , and both ot them falſe. 1+» That 
the cale is indifferent 3 © x, at leaſt the obli- 
gation to both, *ſo eoxal, as, that it 5 to be 
weighed only by prudence. 2. That it is law- 
ful and a duty to be a Member of fuch a Pa- 
riſþ-Church ( only) when we can hare and do 
no better { i. c+ in our Own opinion | and that 
when we cax , we have liberty be forſake our 
own Church , though , 1 contels 3o.ir expli- 
cati a ot having or doixg better , hath ſome 
tenderry tO 4 right determination of this 
great point, viz : you lay, we cannot bave 
or d 1 bits , when it cann"t be without a grea-> 
tr burt t1 t092 puvlique intereſt of the Goſpel 
the Charcb,s11 the ſouls of men, then the be* 
1n.1t tv us and others is like to cagntervail.Bat 
| muattadd( as the calc requires, Yelpecially, 
when th.ct bene,it , caunot be had without fin- 
ning Our f-lves, and drawing others to ſir 
with us by our endeavours, Scandal, and ex- 
ample, winch ,. I chink,we too plainly and 
mnififtly do , by gathering Churches. 

Now give me Ieave, to makea ſuppoſition; 
and I (hail immediately take the Scale and 
weigh whe conicquents , -as you lay, on both 
L- 2 lidss 


— *% 
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ſides. My luppoſition is , that this calf}, 


which you call the difficult one, is the- very 
cale with molt Non-Confirmiſts, who de 
now gather Churches; tor as our Pariþs. 
Miniſters are generally, more Tolerable then 
you ſeemto allow them ;, ſo , clpecially ar 
they of the better ſ+rt , and trucly abte, and 
Godly, and our Pariſhes, in your own (cnſe, 
competent enough, where, tor the mot 
part , they have hitherto ſet about this 
new experiment, which ,-it ſcems , renders 
the caſe fo difficu!t in your own opinicn, 
that , I frax, you will have cauſ&cnough to 
cenſure the raſhneſ; ot their unadvilcd uader- 


taking of it. 

But now to the Scales, wheria we mul 
weigh. 1+ The Benefits tobe hoped, 2. 
The evils a9 be teared, will tollow ſuch ga- 
thering Churches, 

You pitch upon three great Benefits. 1, 
The pleaſing of God ( when we knor it is bu 
will and the profit of mens ſouls by the moli 
regular manner of diſcipline and Worſhip. 
[ But be ſure you know it zs bis IFill | you 
your ſeltmake it very difficult to know this , 
even for the Teachers > how much more for 
the people. The ſame Argument will put us 
upon the Retormation of the State too, 
when we know it is Gods will. This we 
know to be Geds will; that we ſerve God 
the 
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the beſt WC can in our places : that we move 
fora Reforma i»n in a peaceable and regular 
way, hat we preſerve the wxity and Com- 
munion of the Charch. That we obey our Ci- 
vil and Eccletiaſtical G.vernors : the(* things 
we know to be G:ds will: and we know 
that he is not the God of Confuſion , but of 
erder 1m his Churches; and what tends to 
diſrder and confufion , we know it is zrot 
Gods will ; but how we ſhall know that 1t 
is bis will we (ſhould reform the Church up - 
: cer own hezds,, and theretore Sepcr.ate 
iron trac Churches and rather Churches, m 
ip and difcipline, it fo it 


: , | 4 ”r- 4 , 
vor1CT tO bitter Dork [ 
{ 
lis ] . 
UIGVLC. F118 Wc. AITCO) TY JI fo 


* 
” 1 Fl ov I.-= ” nA 15 
= 14 Benoht, 15 tne [ct 17 Hf ant 


4 s 4 F#F7.% 
wmitable Ex wp 'e f i:bt Diſcinltac, and wor« 


thip t» other Churches tet. Setting Pa St - 
dird with the former Narratie of the 
er-41ds of the IVir, Bat heads, ſeverely, 
thin wie t1 them that ſet up 4 worſ.., And, in 
yur Conſcience, 15not this woe tkely tobe 
cence all ? how many baadred ycars hath our 
7 11ſ-1pianc b.cn CXP« (ed to cxamini3ticon, and 
tor the ſubſtance ot it , what Part Can exmwy 
(if, tind ftaulc with this” are the fore 
Counſels of our ew Ectormers Itxcely to 
mind ut? belides, how will you do, that 
are for Fpiſcopacy? you will not regulate 
that by having one or by making other Bi- 
F "a ſhops 
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ſhops T hope. As for our JW rſhip, Iprefume, Þ ©” 
the Reformed Litzrpy will not take place,cx- ff © | 
cept in y wr own Congregation ? and ſure, | *11 
that we have already , 1s better than wone atÞ © 
all : as it is with your brethren ot thc new *© 
Churches. "0 

2- Your laſt kenefit is a marvel 7 one 1n-Þf © 
dced, the ſutisfying the C1nſciences of bonejÞ} © if 
miſt aken people, who t hink, it unlawful to com-N * 4 
muni-ate rith us. 1. C. we mu't break tel} ©7 
Chur:hes in picces, to feed the miſtakes andill ©| 
humours of boxeſt people, it they are boxes, F © 
remove their miltakes , teach them erath, | * 
and wiſd4 me, and pezce, and diy , and per-iþ © 
{wade them to keep their Statimani Com ff © 
munion with usz and 1 doubt not, but that Þ © 
y # and they will find this to be the greate ff * 
benefit ot the two at laſt, as well a} © 


WE EY? 
You may fee there is #o good to be dont Þ * 
R by the practiſe, and you,in the next place,let Þ * 


what a ſwarm of miſchicfs attend it. IÞ * 
fall obſerve the things you fear your iclf;Þþ 
and indeed, they are morc in number,reight, 
and meaſwre too, then the benefits you men- 
tioned, 

1. © This miſ-hief 1s likely to follow their 
© gathering-Churches as you well oblcrve: | 
© Te exaſpcrating the minds for number ant 
© gaality conſtdcrable, and jo alitnating fron 
ther 


"—_ 
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their brethren, and bindring them. 2. 
© Thereby weakning the Prot:/tant Intereſt 
{ju a time which requireth « ut greateſt cox- 
* cord, 3+ Thin ſetteng of parties againſt 
* parties, and Charches againlt Churches, and 
* turning of Relizzon into contentions and 
' mute] opp fiti0411s 4+ The countenance» 
*1ng ot wnlarfu' Scperatiouns 3 which will 
© all ſhelzer themclves under fuch examples, 
and the Dividers will not (ce the different 
© prizeiples on which we go , wiltile our prau- 
 iice leemeth to be the farne. 5- Andivit 
may bc IRJUTIOUS fO fartrere Ages , by {ecming, 
(to give them Preſidents for unlawtul Sepe- 
F rati\its Ge And it 15 not the lcajt evil con» 
F {equent,, that we ſhall cheriſh not only 
© the error of t we that think worſe of the 
Pariſh-IWorſhip and Aſſemblies than there is 
Cearfe 3 but we ſhall allo accidentally nous- 
© riſh the'r pride, who will think themlelves 
* a bilicr people, becauſe they erroniouſly 
t o7er-cenſure tie perions and practices of 0+ 
© thers 

Thcſc are they cvi! conſequents, which you 


1 


wilcly tor. ſce will tollow thule new Chur- 
ces: and you cannot, I think, priedentlyavoid 
them , but by furbearing that practice , and 


1 perſwading y OUT brethren to do fo likewilc. 


For you contels, when the publique good tor- 
b1ds it | as nodoubt, it nowd th} p. 22. 
L 4 The 
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The Tolerated Miniſters muſi not gather d;- 
ſtint Chitrch- Aſſemblies , but joyn with the 
prebli;ue Churches, and help the people by they 
in'trufiions at oth;y timer. And not to by 
up the people in their weakneſs, which yu 
well obſorve , p. 23- inclineth them t1 cawſcl:( 
ſeper 1tions and dif junttions. 

But who ſhall now hold the beam ? let 2: 
ry hand but your own ,and, I am ſure, the 
INCONVEnICnces you have mentioned, mult 
nceds preponderate, thole ſhadozys of bencht 
that the practice pretnds to. 

'Tis the known and ffated qudgment ct 
the Church in al! Ages that deteErs, yea and 
many corrptions ( which you charge us not 
withal ) arc far more toLerable, and not | 
hazardous to the Church,as Srperaztim by the 
hreach ot unity, and then what ſhall we 
think of the forma' ard politive Schyſm in 
gather:d Churches. 

The Nowvatians, Ardcans , and Donatili 
had all the ſame pretence,ct better diſcipline 
and worſhi» than the publique 3 theretore , 
they gathered themſelies into diſtin&t Chur. 
ces tor reformarinn and greater previty in 
Religion : but tor this , they ſtind recorded 
t-r Schyſ.naticks and Peſts of the Church, 
in the writings of thc Fathers and Church» 
You acknowledye, our errors are Tolicra- 


ble, 
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ble, (el{c you would not Communicate with 
us: Jand this is a ſtanding rule in the Church, 
fr error off Telcrabilir 3 wn op rict fier Seceſi- 
»ncm-bt the errors or ſcandals of the Church 
be Tolera le, we vught not to fkeaveit, and 
whats the zeaſon? becauſe of the dangerous 
enſequents that have ever tollow- 
cd Seperation , and the beauty and 
bolineſs ot wnity in Rchgi- 


Cameron . 
de Schy/. 


UN, 

Sir 1 perccive Tnecd not endeavour to 
quicken your ſenſe of the fearful effeciggot le- 
p:ration : and ſhould 1 begin to ſpeak of 
tum there would be no exdz God grant we 
may nevcr fccl them 3 and theretore that 
yu, and I, and every may, may do ous 
proper endeavour to prevent and 
heal them, Schyſmate luxantur 
membra Eccleſie- Membra luxata incpta ſunt 
ad ſuz muner.s vbeunda; membra 
Ins 12 graviſſimo dilore corpus affict- 
wits Schyſm im the Church puts the meme 
bers out of joynt : mcmbers out of joynt arc 
unfit for ſervice : and cauſe great dylowrs and 
di{quietment to the whole body. 

What ſharp contentions and ruptures in 
the bowels of the Church , what I/ars and 
delolations in Nations , hath Schyſm been 
the original of? what fghs and warnings did 
the ſeperation of the Brorwniſt draw from 


the 


Parcus. 


P. Mart. 


LL» 
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the Puritans? and of the late Sciteries tr om 
the Presbyteri ims? all this cannot be rorgot- 
ten, though in the mid(i of our Bx%lerand 
olir new joyes tor our preſent /zberty, we 
mind jt not. 

I ſhall not repeat my former 3ncompenien- 
ces: the fear of which , at leaſt, ſome of 
them, 15 yct ſtill uponus: notwithſtand- 
mg, Oc 
Vid Baxt def.of cy, principles will give 
his care p.$1,52, Seltcr to all kind of Hereſies 
$3-0Jc. and Stir; of which expert- 

ence is tor full a proof and 
Pall we andy and ſee 11145 work, go on, and 
neither Lament their ſin that drive me: to this, 
mor warn them of the paſſions and ny 12 
that lead to it ? and who knoweth not how 
frir @ game the Papiſt bave to play by the 
means of our Diviſions ? 


- 


_ 4 


Churches Sinful. 


CHAP. XX. 


Mre particular adreſs to the Anſwer , s 
friend!y expoſtulztion about his hard words 
and dealing. We mult preach- And we 
may gather Churches t» ſerv? God better; 
tw: great cheats, a defire he woul1dcteft 
thems 


ir, I perceive, by ſome Cold: lines, 
drawn hcre and thcre, upon your 
tough and Rugged peice ( pardon the cx- 
prethons ) that though we diffcr 11 our 
me aſures,yct,we intend the ſane end: and in 
geucral , by the ſame mcans. Let us then, 
in cold blocd , as friends taln out ut. toda. 
Ict us exp /tulzte a little , and be /ricad 
4g ths 
I confels , T thought T could not rep!y 
to much of var book 5 but 1n Mirth os 
Anxcr : the fornicr I rather c 10{{. and have 
{omctimes uſed , but make it my publigue 
requcft, that ncithcr your {cit , nor any 
one «ſe would toke it in contempt of your 
pcrſon or parts. 


Bur 
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But 1t my pleaſantacſ; hatl: a lee, dif- 
plcalcd you ou y, rcfl.& a little (.rtoully 
upon the mznrer, how you dealt with me, 


wiilout any pro2vcation. And confider 
bo: !; the I x ample an Leu! yOu 81VC MUT.P« 4. 
and 1 ain apr t0 Conceive , you will r:q ire 
zo turther ſatisf clem: ya, 4n? ;{ tor 
the furure , you wil Il Ic arn this 1.1 , not 
to aiſpiſe your Advorlanics pirtii or parts 
kaſt of oc you Make iT 41d 1::ſft:ad of 


Reaſon , you litir up and provoke } ally and 
Alan /-. 

It auy thing, hath mils d my cyc, and con- 
fidcration , thit you conctive to be yrow- 
mcentative . belicve me, it w34s not 4 lefien d. 
Eleft your Methid , becauſe I had a mi ind to 
reviery the point tro "ly, an | oxce for a'l: 
and therefore you are {ccurc trom any fir- 
thcr trouble from me, in this matter (unleſs 
]ſce more rca{on here ft tr, than NOW + can 
forclce, ) Yct I promile you,that it," Lt 

Inſulting , you will ſhew me any = oument 
which wzs ovcrlookt , I promilc you taith- 
fully,l will cither Az/w-cr 1t,or acknowledge 
I] cannot. 
| Indecil, ſome p. rt of your Book I have 
willingly dccl lincd to inlift upon 3 there being 
obſcrvablc in them, the ditets of Pertinence e 
end Ch:rity: which 1 _—_— to your halt 
and baſtincſ;; and thank God, that I know 
; how 
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how to allow ſomething to the beſt of men, 
for their Nturz! Temper. 

Yet {1 far as wc arc vertwts , we cannot 
be unwilling to hear of our faults, efpeci- 
ally, with meckaeſs of reaion, and in a 
friendly expoſtulation : which, T hope, may 
well cnough admit me to tell you plainly, 
that ] have tound neither kind words , nor 
fair dealing in your book. 

For your J/ords : calling my Arguments 
filly, queſtioning my Wit and Modeſty; ren- 
dring, ine guilty of Nozſe,wittezd ot Sexces 
ot Confuſion and immeaſurable confidences 
thſe , aud ſuch like, do not much ate me, 
but I contcls , when you ſpeak of ny perut- 
tions fallacies, that goes fomething near me, 
as alſo when you numbcr me with f.Ttaxe 
diſputers, when, God knows, I intended 
nothing , as I ſaid in my laſt, but zo ſave the 
peopl: from fin, and the Church from confuſron 
and ruinc,by grols Seperation- 

For your fr dealing » I mean, not only, 
that you would make mc afirm , what [I 
never (ard , or thought, for of that I have 
delivercd my \clt before : or fo much chat 
you ſcem toly upon the Catch tor little over- 
fights, which coucern not the C Mmtroverſy 3 
though by the way take an Inſtzuce or two 
ot this Nature. . 

Whercas I lay, p. 28. they cannot but 
wider- 
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#1derft ind the Declar tion to probibite al ſuch 
private meetings as the Law eal's conventic ec, 
What an oxt-cry do we hear? you kxow not 
whoſe nnderitandings you tall, and 
with Scorn why [//F wld y;1 rt Fudge 1s to 
be as wiſe as yer ſelf. 

But where's the vid-ry ? doth not the ve- 
fy Declaraii's it felt ſuppoſe unlar ful Cons 
venticles? or what if T had lipt, and put 
m the word Law tor Declaration ? was it 
unpardonibic ? it looks ill , when we d:fign 
ditgracc toour Advaalary , without anyad- 
vantage tb our Czxſc, and what luve you 
gained by this N-ble quarrel , but the name 
ot Conve-ticles ? and lo branded by (he Laws 
4 name , one would think , not much worth 
the contention, it we Admit the Learned 
Hale's dchnition of it; a” Conventicle faith 

he, 15 nothing clſe but a Congrega- 
Tract of on f Schyſmaticks. 
Schyſp.14 Pay x, 

Take bit ove Inttance more 3, I 
had ſaid, p. 1,. that I thought Imight ſafely 
ſay, that the Declay atis n d, th not Ir much as 
nacommand any thing which the Law proper- 
ly commands. But had you hceded o32e word 

among, the rcft, you would hardly have en- 
tred this exception: þp. 45+ 1 mean the 
word, properly , which you, to ſeeming 
Advantage leave out in your Reff. xiox , tor 
who knows not , that the main matter tor 
which 


— 
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which the Lw is framed , is the thing pro- 
perly , and direAMly commanded by the Lap? 
and that the execution ot the penalty , and 
the command theresf , are but in (ubſcrvi- 
ency thereuntos, and, only of force, condi- 
timally, in caſe the Lew, in the proper mat- 
tcr oft it, be diſabuled ? 

And your exception to the other paragraph, 
hath yet leſs colcur. TI fay , the Declaratinn 
medles not wi ih the lire gither in the preeeptive 
or punitive part of it-But I ftill take ir tobe be- 
y-nd your Skill in the Law, tocontute me mn 
this; and to be b-yond diſpute , that the 
Law in both theſe parts of it , had its being 
from the Legeſlative power 3 and the Deel#- 
ration trom tt c Executive power : and that 
this cannot operate, to the change of that 
atall. The true internal vigour of the Law 
15 (}] che famezand?® tis your miltake tothink 
that the Decliration lulpends the command, 
or {0 much as the punitive part ot the Law : 
It fiuſpenderh only the Actual Excortion of 
the Law , as pexal : and allows ſuch mect- 
jnps, as break, the Law, and zacur its penat- 
ty, toabide anpuniſhed; think on 1t well, aid 
you way be ot ,''y mind. 

Ot theſe by the: way, which indecd had not 
tound their pace here, could I have reduced 


I am upou it ler me whiſper 1t 1m your car, 
W1ISROUE 


8 


themto any head of difconrle above: yet now + 
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without any great noiſe about it, that there 
| is one Paragraph of yrs, that, 
=—F could I take cans bn ſuch little 
reficctions , I could ſhew, to have 
as many real Solcecilms in it, as you have 
noted in my whole Book. 
But, 1am not carctul for theſe things: 
you deal more hardly with me , when you 
lay preſumption and cruelty to the Non-con- 
tormilts at my door, cannot I imagine that 
they do not only dcfire to eſcape the penalty of 
the Laws, but ere ſeperate Churches to them- 
ſelves, but I mult be an Ithactan Maſter,and 
make you feel my meaniazg, and give occali- 
on to cry out as you do , but, my Brother , 
what good will our ſufferings 4» you ? do you 
feel your ſelf ever the more at liberty when we 
are in the Common-Goales? are you the fuller 
becauſe ſome Non-Conformiſts want bread? 

Is this reaſonable, charitable, or candia? 
what ground have you tor it , cither in my 
words or deeds? would you not think you 
had wrong'd me, it ſome Non-Contormilts 
ſhould tell you, that I have run ſome hazards 
and ſuffercd in my Name tor their Liberty ? 
and it a pcaccablc filenc'sd Minitter ſhould 
teltify, that he and his Family have many 
years together, had the greateſt part of their 
livelyhood from my Charity But IT mult* 
forbear , though you provoke me, leaſt 
you 
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5on ſhould have juſt cauſe to impeach my 
Modeſty, and think you have cauſe to lay , 
that 1, in a fcnſe, call you Perſecu- 
tore 

But whoam TI, when, alas, the whole 
body of Contorming Clergy , (though you 
have (aid , that mary of them are pions,able. 
and faithfull in their places yet) you more 
than ſeem to load them, p. 7. with the un- 
chriſtian like charge of perjury, perfidionſneſs, 
and perſecution , proud, contending who ſhall 
be greateſt, and Covenanting,never in certain 
points to obey Chriſt againſt the World and 
the Fleſh. 

And , you cannot but know, this is no 
way Argumentative: unle is you defign'd 
to weaken the Aﬀe@ions of the people to- 
wards us, and {v to pre pare them tor a {-- 
peration : which Iam - not willing to be- 
leive : forthat I find, you, in many «ther 
places , 1o carnelily perſwading to the con- 
wary. 

Sir, I do not preſume to adviſe you : but 
Sir, it you (hall chink to write any more up- 
on this matter, let me beſcech you ſeriouſly 
to'conſider, whether your own principler, 
and the prefent vile pradiſes of leperation, 
contrary thereunto, would not more wor- 
thily and mere ſeaſonably draw your ſtudies 
another Way. 

M I 
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Iknow , that the peace and reputation, 
and Integrity , of our Parocbial Churches 
axe dear to you, however you were tempt- 
cd to miſtake me, and to let ſome things fly , 
{ome thitgs that may chance to preudice 
them more than you would. 

There arc trpo principles {cattcred up aud 
down your Anſwerer , that I here mamly 
aim at, and into theſe indeed, all ics ſtrength 
xclolves 1. That the Non-Conformiſts 
muſt preach, 2. That to the end the people 
way ſerve God bettcr, they may gather them» 
{clves mte other Churches. The firſt of thele 
would not concern me in the defence of my 
other Book , neither, doth the allowance of 
it , draw a neceſſity of gathering Churches, 
as we have made to appcar above the latter 
of them, indeed , lics at the bottom: of all 
that you lay againſt me, and I have often 
{poken toit, even, where ever I mctit] 
am now making my Petigzoy in the Churches 
behalt, that you would lay to heart the 
certain Diviſions and conftulions that muſt 
needs tollow, upon the pratiiſe of both thele 
ſes joantly reccived , and improved 

y the Skill of Dividers, and the cunning 
- "9a of {uch as lie in wait for that pur- 
pole. 

The furſt of theſe, that they mwſt preach, 
give me leave to fay , as it is the-pecie nt Ex- 
gine 


> 
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zine for diviſion , is 3 plain cheat put upon the 
world , and not to be countenanecd by an 
bmeſt man» 

They muft preach, but why 2? becauſe of the 
Text ,becaule of the neceſſities of the people , 
and laſtly, becauſe aff their Relation to their 
old Flocks,of cach a litele, 

They muſt preach , becauſe the Text ith, 
there is a neceſſity laid wpon ns, and wo be $0 us 
if we do not preach. 

Anſ. But, my Brethren, what if yeu have 
no opportwxity, and the Churches are all fell, 
mult ye preach (till ? We have betore noted, 
trom Mr. Baxter, that where tbere is uo oppor- 
mnity there is no duty, and conlequently,there 
15n0 meceſſity no Woe 15 it n0t plain enough, 
that while you have no particular flock, = 
cially , while the Law forbids you to have 
any, you have no oppartignity to preach pub- 
liquely : can have no opportunity to be {0 
buſx in anotber mans Dioceſs : wor warrant jp 
Conſcience withont leave from the Laws, 
which are ſtill obliging,ootwithſtanding, &c, 
aud the Licenſe at the Biſhop,or the Þ grochial 
Minifter , to whoſe people you would preach. 

It ought to be xemembred, this Dogtrine 3s 
perte& Brown:fon, and ccndeman'd as ſueb by 
the Old Non-Confarmiſts , who held aud dc» 
icnded againſt the Rrownyiſts , that t 
themſelves were only ſuſpended,aud had pet: 
Law nc poſefion ot. che tPlaces ang po orber 
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could lay claim to their flocks , yet, being on- 
ly thus ſuſpended , they ought not to preach 
publiquely to their own people. 

Whether ſuſpended or degraded, their Do- 
Qrine was not the neceſſity to preach,as You 
and the Brownift ſay, but to keep filent» 

For ſo long ſaid they,as the Biſhops ſuſpend 
and deprive according to Law , we account of 
the Aion herein , as of the A of the Church, 
it they do therwiſe we have liberty given us, 
by the Law to appeal from theme. 

Obj. But we think in our Conſciences that 
the cauſes of oxr Silencing are not ſafficient to 
Juftific it. This very Objeftion allo the Frow- 
niſts uſcd to the Non-Conformifts of old, aud 
received this Anſwcr from them. 

Anſe It lies ſay they, in them to depvſe 
that may ordain, and they may ſhut that may 
© open. And that, as he may with a good Con» 
© ſcience execute a minifiry,by the Ordination 
*and calling of the Church who is privie to 
© himfelt ot ſome wxfieneſ; (it the Church will 
preſs him to it ) ſo may he who is privy to 

* himſelf of »o faxlr that deſerves Deprivation, 
* ceaſe from- the execution of Iis Miniltry , 
© when he is preſſed thereunto by the Church, 
© And indced, it a gwiltleſs perſon put ont of 

© his charge, by the Churches Author ity, may 

© yet continue in it , what procecdings can 
© there be againſt guilty perſons, who in their 


own conceits , are alwaics greittleſs,or will at 
Icalt 
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(leaſt pretend ſo tobe ; ſecing they alſo will 
© bercady alway to objett againſt the Chur- 
© cher judgment, that | they are called of God, 
* and may not therefore , give over the exc- 
* cution of their Miaiſtery at the will of 
Man. 
0bj. But how (hall we anſwer the Text, 
woe be t0 us if we d) not prea þ > Thusalſo the 
Broceniſts urged againſt the Non-Conformiſts, 
and were thus ſolidly anſwered. 
Anſe The caſe now, and in the . 4prſtles 
« timcs,is far different. Firlt , they that ibr- 
 bited the-Apoltles, were known and prokt- 
© {cd Enemi:s to the Goſpel : Seemdly,, the 
* Apiftles were charged, not to teach in the 
© name of Chriſt , nor to publiſh any part of 
* the Doctrine of the Gaſpehwhich Comman- 
* dement, might more hardly be yiclded unto, 
© than this ot our Biſhops,whoare notonly con- 
tent that the Goſpel ſhould be preached , but 
© are alſo Preachers of it themſelves. Laſtly,the 
* Apoſtles reccived not their calling & Autho- 
« rity rum men, nor by the hands of men, 
« but immediately from God himfclt ; and 
« theretore might not be reſtrain'd or depol'd 
t by Men: whereas, we, though we excrciſe 
© Function whercot God is the Antbor, and 
© are allocalled of God to it, yct are we cal- 
©led and ordained by the hand and Miniſtry 
© of men, and therefore may by men b: alſo 
© depoſed, and reſtxained from the exercile of 
* Our Miniſtry, M 3 Theſe 


766 Non-Confozmiſts New 

Theſe three laſt objeRtions and anſwers 
are taken out of a Book callcd a grave 2td 
modeſt conftutation of the errors ot the Sc& 
called Broryniſts ot Seperatiſts : Agreed upon 
long fmce by the joint confent of many Mi- 
niſters then ſtanding out in the cauſe of Now 
Conformity publiſhed by Mr.Rathbang 1644 
par- 2.P- 41, 42+ 

2. They muſt preach , becauſe the people 
need it , the neeethities of thouſands of Souls 
xequire 1t, ' 

Yet yu asKk,. is the notorious need of may 
bundred thouſand ſouls no reaſon ?—— is thy 
releiving of many Godly Chriſt; ans robo are c4/ 
out of your Communion becauſe they dare not co; 
form, no reaſon ? 

But Tam till confident you have x» reaſon 
or no good ones: for, TI believe you have 
brought out the beſt you had , to make this 
vapour, and for the credit of the Cauſe : tur 
neither theſe , ner their fellows as hath ap- 
peared, are worth a fig: and yea, ſonic 
would tell you they are rottes , they have 
great Worms in them; and are only fitto 
pleaſe Children. 

» Doe but open theſe reaſons, and you will 
preſently find they are deceittul wares , and 
nothing but ;kin. The ſenfe of them is, Non- 
Contormiſis muſt preach , vpon a double rca- 
{on,taken from the people. 1. trom their num- 
bers. 2+ From their quality. 


1. From 
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1, From their ,umbery. Many bundred thou- 


ſand ſouls , Souls. thouſand fouls, hundred 
thouſand fouls, many hundred thouland fouls 
and all theſe need ,, 11toriouſly need, Non-con+ 
formiſts prexching,' Here is itrengeb of Argu- 
ment indecd ,, aud is this uo re:ſm? I am 
lure his Rhevorick , as ſweet to forme mens p4- 
Lites. 

But, I marvail at two things : fy/t,that this 
great necefſity ſhould be fo xtmrions to one 
buf your {clves, and that a Chriſtian Govern- 
ment ſhould x-toriovſly be guilty ot the blood 
ot ſo many hundred tb:ſand (cult, by uttering, 
them to periſh for luck of knowledge, had anv- 
ther laid it , 1 ſhould have aniwered, this is 
2 molt wt rims flandey- 

The /e-md thing , I wonder at, is, how 
any Corſ-icntions man dare lay , contrary to 
plain ſexce and Fatt, that this is the Reaſon 
neceſſitating Non-Contormift. to preach, as 
they do. Secing, in the places worft Jerved, 
we {oſcldome hearot your new Congregatt- 
ons. Bur, as forne Mmnentch inks pretend to 
cure the bead by applications to the teer, you 
have skill to work by aquitec contrary m<thod 
you will cure the feet by campcring, with the 
beads 

la plaix Engliſh all this is but a b}in4 and 
a ſtawhing-Horſe, behind which, thele forv- 
lers lurck, to catch their Game, and to draw 


our beſt and farreſt Partridge into thus Net 5 . 28 
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it is Cities , Corporations, anJ the Wealthi- 
eſt parts of the Kiagdome', where they Tin- 
cle their Bells _ draw Swarms to their 
Hives that will ycild moſt Honey, 

You icem ſome where p. 74, to tax my 

Charity or Verity in an intimation tending 
this way; but _- particular experience , as 
well as general and not tobe coutrc led, ab 
ſervation , was my IVarrant. I will trouble 
you with a pat Inſtauce of two or three Non- 
Contormitts. in a place where I am well ac. 
quainted;, and I count them not a whit 
the lefle bgneſt tor their plain dealing in the 
point, 

One of them, that hath a Licezrve to preach 
ina Cumtyy Houſe, near the plac? where hc 
lives, told me himfe!t, rhat, unlcſs hc ſhowld 
know, what they would pay him, he woul 
not preach among, them : and T \up pole,thcy 
dificred upon that point , for he is gon off, 
and joyned himſclt witha Brother ot an ther 
Church. Another, licenc'd topreach in his own 
Pzriſh , where he rents a Farm, told the Mi- 
nitcr of that Pariſh, that he would looke 
50. pound by his Farm, .that he might re- 
move , od place himicliin a C pur ati» n, 
that is indecd very well turniſhe with Mini- 
fers ,and betier without'his Company. A 
third, allo licenced to preach in his own Howſe 
yct , oe Lords day in threeas I am informed 
by 2 pretty good hand, rides twelve milcs to 
CXC rcaſe 
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exerciſe his gifts in a great Town, not mcanl 
provided with publique preachers . And al 
theſe three , within eight miles one of ano» 
ther : and thelc are plain and honeſt men,aud 
doubtleſs (peak their own and their Bre- 
threns minds, tor by this foot you may gueſs 
at Hercules- 

I cannot forbcar hereupon to commend the 
wit of that exccllent man, who ſaid ſmartly, 

'& ingenuovſly ſorr.e years agon.1doubr,they 
© ſee their Condition would be woful indeed, 
© it they preacht the Goſpel there (in the 
* Count ry Crires , that arc worſt ſerve: 4; J and 
C the1c tore they F ld have added two words 
* to the Apultles lpecc! 1 and (a1d, Woehe to 
* us it we preach not the Gi pc | in Landon, 
© (or in Briftol, or in Exon, or in Plymonth , 
c S. tnes Or Dartmwuth, There is little to be 
Ct by preaching 1 it to the p' xr C mutry tolls. 
| Tholl are barren places to ſow the ſeed in, 
* and will bring forth ſmall profit to chems 
* ſelves, and ſothey would do well to fay, in 
* plain Engliſh (and I ſhould think th.m ho- 
© nclter men it they did ) Neceſſity is laid upon 
s to tell you the Truth, WE muſt preach,to get 
8 living. 

Many ſuch Tricks there are, you know, to 
be dence by N«mbers; but when they arc once . 
dilcovercd, they are as ſily as this. 

2, But their praligy may be conſiderable, 
thats the other reaſon of xeciſſity» For a 

A. 


4 
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Ask, is the relciving of may y Godly Chriſtians, 
who; are caſt ous 1f your Communion becauſe they 
rye not conform, no Reaſon ? 

Sr, will you ſay in earzeſt, that the Non- 
Conformilt ſhould countenance f#ch in their 
Teperation , and barden them in their tin? and 
that a x2ceſſity lies upon them to do ſo?though 
you yexr ſelf believe that theſe people may 
not only lawfully , but that it is beft tor them 
to Communicate with the Pariſhes , it their 
Scruples and mitzhes were removed ? 

However,the Cheat here, will be coomani- 
{cſt,if we open this one b-x:who ate th:ſe that 
are thus to be releived. You canmean no other 
bur ſuch as did not Communicate with us b.- 
tore the Indulgence,tor ſuch as then did, may 
do {o {til/,znd not need your Charity. 

Then , thoſe that are to be Releived.mult 
be either Independents,or Anabaptiſts,or © «1 
kers,or thoſe, that go under the Name 0. Y rcs- 
bytcrianse 

Now, Ithink, you your ſelt 
would not hbezd4 any of the three 
furmer of thcſe Setirs or if you, orany cf 
YOur hrethreg would {toop fo low, how would 
they in pride trample upon you ? and in deri7- 


Vid. p. 14. 


-e#, tc!l you, they have paſtors of their owy, 


way, 2nd nced none of your care or pams. 
It tollows that the perſons needing your re- 


Jict, muſt be the people known by the name 


of Prerbyrerians, hat did xot conform bctorc 
the 
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the Toleratiog be it fo. Were their Numbers 
ſogreat to need the releif of ſo many thonſand 
Non-Contorming, Miniſters, as ſome brag of ? 
Iwould not have you Coxnt them , lealt you 
be «ſhamed of your Argument. 

In this City, F am credibly informed , 
there were not above 35 or 40 at moſt of t/5s 
quality , that ordinarily refuſed the publique 
and met privately before the Indulgence: and 
we have, they tcll me, ten N-n-Conformijt 
come into their releif. But whae necded 
Toleration inithis Cale ? Ten Preachers to four 
ty Hearers, by an eaſy Diviſion might have 
kept within the compaſs of the 4&7. Now in- 
d.cd, they have drawn a greater number to- 
gether, though not of ſuch as drrrjt nor come 
to our Churches, but of ſuch as 4i4: but tor 
whoſe Releit , the peoples or their 11, lome 
do give a ſhrew d guels. 

3. The ft Realon ailzgncd for Non-Cons 
ſormiſts preaching , is nor ſo confidently deli- 
vered, yet ſufhciently intimarcd : it is toun- 
ded in the Relation betwixt the Pariſh and 
the Ejcfted Miniſter. Yet , methinks, you 
ſhould conſider the enmity to order and Go* 
vcrament and Peace, that this reafon carnics 
mit; and the necellity of S:hyſm, in ene 
or both parties, abuut their old and new Pa- 
ſtor , before you aſſert ic any more. God ig 
not the G14 of confuſion , and that wiis 
tends to confulion he will never own, 
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'T have, befire ſpoken ſufficiently to the un- 
reaſonablencis of the principle, and ſhall »ow 
ouly notc the Fraud of the perſons, that ule it 
qo theirprivarc ends: which I know you can- 
not cnlure, tor in truth, "tis made an Engine 
to keep uþ a faltina inthe Church, and litt'e 
gllc 15 donc with it. 

It they mull preach becauſe their Relation 
to their flock requires it , why do they not 
#:lort to the places trom which they were E- 
eded ? Or how can this poor pretence juſitty 
their preaching fo gexcrally in »ther places f 
$urc all that gow preacn, were not Pts in 
the places where they now preech , borct/- 
fore Indeed tiicit Country Pariſhes mutt now 
tive tor them , they are generally called 
hizber. Here arc Ten Noa-Coraformiſts in this 
City ; but how mauy ot them were Paltors 
bere Awe 24. 62? About two or three: and 
”” ond litle they had, they beſt know thcm- 

fclves. But what pretence have the other 
fcavcn ? and what makcs ſarch as were cjcet-d 

mm other Counrics, and out of Comntry Parithcs 

wo trquble this Ciry 2 I hope none are fo wilc 

as t© lay,that thelc axc to hll up the Dead pla- 
ces, to prrpetnate the Fatiion. 

| contcts {uppuling their former places be 
not wcdll ſerved, and the FEjefied did contine 
themiclves torhy'e places, it-fecms to be the 
molt p/2ble colour that I have yet (een, but 
KS xicighcr fo, noz /3, and | hope you will 
abnor 
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#bhor the Patronage of fuch Impoſtares , 
when you have exercisd your ſee #4thoughts» 

2+ Too much ol the yeceſſityot preachings 
bur that this may be maintained, yau ſay,they 
may £ather new Churches ; and this muſt rug 
upon a pretence of prerity,and ſerving God ber» 
ter,than we do in oxr?, or, as you exprels it in 
the place we lately {pcak of 3 is the exerciſing f 
a Worſhip and Diſcipline more agreeable to Gods 
word than yours( We are yu ſry, p+ 30+ ready 
t) pive you the proof when we have leave) 1» 
Keaſons 

But it ſcems you have vt proved it : cau 
you fairlyleave us and gather Churches, oat 
of oxrs, bctore you have proved it ?cl{c,have 
you done your endeavour , in order to our 
Conviflion,and Reformation? it not, your St> 
peration. Let the ground be what it will, tor 
the Manner, it is Raſhand unwarrantabvie , 
and indced Scbyſmatical , in the judgment of 
the beſt Caſuiſts,as well Presbytcrians as others, 
*$ hath appearcd bctore. 

Yea, it hath appeared ao, that this 
Anabantiſtical, and Browniftical priz:cip'c- of 
Seperation , the fame , with finding furs 
and corruptions in our Churchcs, and the PIc- 
tences of Reformation for purer Churches, and 
ſerving God in more purity , as they ulcd tg 
Cant : and that it hath no bounds, but uitugh 
rally divides Set out of Sec; ©1!] 1t brings - 
touttcr Confult 'n | 

; Ard 
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And you have a hard tack upon your hands 
to periwadc the people to Communicate with 
us as their Duty, and yet to allow gathering 
Churches from us for purer worſhip and dilci- 

. pline, upon this principle,that we arc bound 
toſerve God in the beſt way we can , and con- 
ſequently , weare bound either nut to ſerve 
him in a worſe way, orecllc, weare to lerve 
God in both Communioxs , and tobe members 
of treo particular Churches at once,ot different 
Worſhip, Government, and Diſcipline. 

Rather, thro'vy it away as an wnpea:eable 
and »ngovernable principle : and do like your 
ſelf,to undergirt ard ſupport the ſorely threat- 
ned, and even ſincking Parochial Conſtitution 
of our Churches : ſay what you will to the 
Contrary , it you take not in this miſchievous 
Engine, you plainly Countenance all the Fatli- 
01:5 in the Kingdome to endeavour the Raine 
and ſubvcrhon of them. 

While we keep within the axcient bounds 
and conſtitutions, we know where we arc; 
but it one we begin to Tumble,where we ſhall 
Stop, God only knowes. Inced not mind 
you of the fearful exd of Grotiſcime, Dona - 
tiſm, Browniſm, ard of our late Seperations, 
which took their beginning in Independency : 
they all had pretences to break the Peace, un- 
der Colours of parity » but im the ſruffle, they 
loſt both,and ſuck down at laſtzinto the Sinck 
of Confuſin and Impurity: 

Mr, 
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ds : Mr. Baxter , will not ſat 

4h - pa us to forget ſomething to this 
1g ſ ; purpoſe trom our late exper ; 
oj encc : which methinks,ſhould keep us awake 
id © do not your hearts bleed (C faith he)to look 
Ne * upon the State of England, aud to think 
e © how few Towns and Cities, there be, Where 
e * is any forwarducſ7 in Religion ) that are not 
re © cut intoſhreds and crumbled as to Duſt, by 
it © Seperations and Diviſions? to think what 


© 2 Wonnd we have thei cby given to the Chris» 
p © ſft24 name ? 


by Theſe conſequences, Mr. Calvin reckons to 

bn be jult judgments of God neceſſarily tollow- 

7 ing the difſuluetion of the ſacred Bond of Unity 

: which the Cod of peace and the Faiher of mer- 

: cy, avert from this divided and untoward ge- 
ncration, 


God,who doſt teach the hearts of thy faith-  , 
ful people, by ſcnding to them the light of thy © 

holy ſpirit, grant us by the ſame ſpirit,to have -£$ 
| aright judgment in all things: and evermore 
to rejoyce in his holy Comfort , through the 
Merits of Chri/t Jeſus our Saviour. 

Grant, O Lord, we beſecch thee, that the 
courſe of this World may be fo ordered by 
# thy Governance,that thy Church may zoytully 
| ſcrve thee in all Gedly quietneſs,through Je» 
ſus Chrijt our Lord. Amen. 
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